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Property bust? Lunar RP hike in US military aid 
land prices are rocketing depends on rights cases 
LONDON—PROPERTY 4 'WASHINGTON—US LAWMAKERS HAVE 
investors smarting agreed to boost military ald to the Philip- 


pines and Indonesia, but some of the money 
would be contingent on human rights Im- 
provements. 

The Philippines would see Its ald Improve 
slightly from $29.7 million in 2007 to $30 
milion this year, Of that, $2 million would 
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Weary feet, happy faces 


GMA revokes land-use conversion of Sumilao estate 


‘Gov't ‘Gov't tool,’ 
censors body 


accused over ' 


films X rating 


By Christian V. Esguerra 
and Marinel R. Cruz, 
Entertainment 


‘THE GOVERNMENT'S CENSORS 
board has provoked two militant 
lawmakers by giving an X rating 
to three films purportedly casting 
the Arroyo administration in a 
negative light. 

Gabriela Representatives 
Liza Maza and Luzviminda Ila- 
gan yesterday filed a resolution 
seeking a congressional inquiry 
into the rating. They alleged 
that the Movie and Television 
and Classification 
used 


“for political repression. 

‘The complaint referred to the 
short films “Mendiola” and “A 
Day in the Life of Gloria Arro- 
vo,” and “Rights,” a compilation 
of. “public service announce- 
ments on human rights, extra- 
judicial killings and disappear- 
ances.” 

‘Maza said in a statement: “The 
MTRCB, in rating these movies X, 
has proven itself to be an effec- 
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Witness tells 
court UP coed 
chained to bed 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE WITNESS TESTIFIED HE 
saw the missing student in a mili- 
tary camp where he had been 
taken after he was kidnapped by 
paramilitary soldiers last year. 

A farmer yesterday told the 
Court of Appeals that he saw 
the missing student of the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines, Sher- 
lyn Cadapan, chained to a bed 
in a military camp in Bulacan. 
Raymond Manalo testified dur- 
ing a hearing on an amparo pe- 
tition filed. by the mothers of 
Cadapan and Karen Empeño, 
another missing UP student, to 
stop the military from harming 
their daughters as well as 
Manuel Merino, who was al- 
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IT SUCKS as the farmers kneel in thanksgiving at the chapel of 
the College of the Holy Spirit on Tuesday, as the consequences of 
walking 1,700 km for two months from Sumilao, Bukidnon, to 

Manila to Malacafiang come into full view. REM ZAMORA 


Church to monitor farmers’ case all the way 


By Beverly T. Natividad 
and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


THE CATHOLIC CHURCH YESTERDAY 
promised continued assistance to the Sumi- 
Jao farmers in their land claim. 

“We will try to ... help the farmers through 

.. until [President Macapagal-Arroyo's] deci- 
sion comes true for them. We will follow this 
through with the Church in Mindanao,” 
Manila Auxiliary Bishop Broderick Pabillo 
told the INQUIRER. 

He said the Mindanao dioceses, as well as 
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines’ social action arm, the National 
Secretariat for Social Action (CBCP-Nassa), 
would monitor the case and the implementa- 
tion of the President's executive order. 

Pabillo heads the CBCP-Nassa. 

But Senators Benigno Aquino III and Gre- 
gorio Honasan questioned Ms Arroyo's deci- 
sion to place the disputed 144-hectare prop- 
erty in Sumilao, Bukidnon, under the Com- 
prehensive Agrarian Reform Program 
(CARP). 

Aquino said Ms Arroyo should have ar- 
ranged for a compromise agreement be- 
tween the farmers and San Miguel Foods Inc. 
(SMFD, which had proposed to develop the 

CHURCH/AIO 


JUSTICE, PEACE EMBRACE. In her first meeting on Monday moring with the farmers, 
President Arroyo hugs Hilda San-ahan, one of the farmers’ leaders chosen to meet Ms Arroyo. 


By Christine O. Avendaño 
and Jerome Aning 


A DAY AFTER TWICE 
meeting with the Sumi- 
lao farmers, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo took 
what her officials de- 
scribed as “the first step 
toward the return” of 
the land they are claim- 
ing. 

‘The President, through Exec- 
utive Secretary Eduardo Ermi- 
ta, authorized the issuance of 
an order revoking the land-use 
conversion of the disputed 
144-hectare property in Sumi- 
lao, Bukidnon. 

What was reclassified as 
agro-industrial land—and now 
being developed by San Miguel 
Foods Inc. (SMFI)—has been 
reverted to agricultural land 
covered by the government's 
Comprehensive Agrarian Re- 
form Program (CARP), accord- 
ing to Ms Arroyo's spokesper- 
son, .Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye. 

But Marlon Manuel, the 
farmers’ chief lawyer, said the 
order had no clear directive on 
what the Department of Agrari- 
an Reform (DAR) should do 
next. 

“It will be the start of another 
Jong battle to return the land to 
the farmers,” Manuel said. 

Along with Cabinet Secretary 


WEARYTAIO 
Hard part begins: 
4-step process 
takes many months 


By T| Burgonio 


‘THE 55 HIGAONON FARMERS 
are virtually “back to square 
one” in their fresh bid to re- 
claim a former corn plantation 
in Sumilao, Bukidnon, which 
was placed under the Compre- 
hensive Agrarian Reform Pro- 
gram (CARP) yesterday. 

The farmers will have to go 
through the same tedious pro- 
cess—which could take from 
eight months to more than a 
year—before they could pos- 
sess and till the 144-hectare 
plantation in Sumilao town, a 

HARD PART/AIO 


2 METRO BOMBINGS 


Batasan blast claims life of sixth victim PNP postpones release 


of Glorietta 2 blast report 


By Jeannette l. Andrade 


THE BATASAN BOMBING CLAIMED 
the life of a sixth victim on Monday 
night when a staff member of Negros 
Occidental Rep. Pryde Henry Teves, 
who was injured in the blast, died in a 
hospital in Quezon City. 

Vercita Garcia, 34, succumbed to 
multiple organ failure secondary to 
multiple blast injuries at around 6:30 
p.m. on Monday. 

She had been confined at St. Luke's 
Medical Center for more than a 
month since the Nov. 13 bombing. 

Garcia's remains lie at Arlington 
Memorial chapel on Araneta Av- 


enue in Quezon City. 

Her death followed those of two 
other Teves staff members last month. 

Maan Gale Bustalino died on Nov. 
14 while being transferred from Mal- 
var General Hospital to Capitol Medi- 
cal Center. 

Dennis Manila died on Nov. 30 
while confined at St. Luke's. Manila's 
right leg was amputated because of 
the massive injuries he sustained. 

Others killed in the blast were Basi- 
lan Rep. Wahab Akbar, who died sev- 
eral hours after the bombing; Marcial 
Taldo, the driver of Gabriela party-list 
Rep. Luzviminda Ilagan, who was 
killed instantly, and Julasiti Hayudini, 


a staff member of Akbar who died 
hours after the blast. 

Nine people, including Teves and 
Tagan, were injured in the bombing. 

Four days after the blast, the Philip- 
pine National Police (PNP) declared 
the Batasan bombing case “solved but 
not closed” following the killing of 
three alleged Abu Sayyaf members in 
araid in Payatas, Quezon City, on Nov. 
15, 

But the PNP said it had yet to pin- 
point the mastermind. 

Former Basilan Gov. Gerry Salapud- 
din admitted knowing two of the 
three supposed Abu Sayyaf members 

BATASAN/AZI 


By Alcuin Papa 


A FULL TWO MONTHS AFTER THE 
deadly Glorietta 2 mall explosion, the 
Philippine National Police (PNP) is 
now saying that the public may have 
to wait until after the Christmas sea- 
son to find out the full story behind 
the blast. 

Chief Supt. Luizo Ticman, Southern 
Police District (SPD) director, yester- 
day said the investigators and the ex- 
perts they had consulted had asked for 
an extension of the deadline for the 
submission of their final report. 


Ticman said the investigators told 
him the experts had asked for a Jan- 
uary deadline and that he was “in- 
clined to approve” the request. 

Earlier, National Capital Region 
Police Office (NCRPO) chief Director 
Geary Barias and Interior Secretary 
Ronaldo Puno said the final re- 
port—which would include recom- 
mendations on charges to be filed 
against those believed responsi- 
ble—would be released today. 

But Ticman said investigators had 
found “vital” evidence that could be 
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Gonzalez gags Jalosjos, other cons 
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Order triggered by child rapist’s claim he’s a free man; not a prisoner 


the Revised Penal Code. His 
victim was an 11-year-old 
girl. 

In line with the Malacañang 
order, prison officials last Sun- 
day ordered Jalosjos’ discharge 
as by their computation, by Dec. 
16 Jalosjos had served, with al- 
lowance for good behavior, 16 
years in prison. 

But following a public out- 
cry, Malacafiang swiftly re- 
versed itself. Gonzalez 
stopped the Bureau of Prisons 
from releasing Jalosjos, say- 
ing that justice department 


tive because of a press inter- 
view that Jalosjos gave in 
which he insisted that he was 
now a free man, despite a 
presidential order stopping 
his release, supposedly set for 
Dec. 16. 

Prison officials last Sunday 
discharged Jalosjos in line with 
an order issued by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo reducing his 
two life terms to 16 years. 

Jalosjos was convicted in 
1997 for two counts of statu- 
tory rape and six counts of 
acts of lasciviousness under 


By Leila B. Salaverria and Julie M. Aurelio 


BECAUSE OF THE CONFUSION OVER THE RE- 
lease of convicted child rapist Romeo Jalosjos’ 
and the latter’s threat to sue government over the 
reversal, media interviews with all inmates and 
prisoners will now have to be cleared with Justice 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez. 


Gonzalez yesterday issued a 
memorandum to the Bureau of 
Corrections ordering that all 
media interviews with and 
press briefings by inmates and 


prisoners will not be allowed 
without prior clearance with his 
office. 

In a phone interview, Gon- 
zalez said he issued the direc- 
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rector Vicente Vinarao. 

In his interview with re- 
porters the other day, Jalosjos 
threatened to take legal action 
against the government if he is 


computations showed that 
Jalosjos should be released in 
April 2009 at the earliest. 

Last Sunday, Jalosjos walked 
out of the NBP armed with a 


certificate of discharge, only to not released soon. 
submit himself again to prison Gonzalez yesterday said 
officials after the Department of statements like these from 


Justice said he could not be 
Freed yet 

Gonzalez said he was review- 
ing the computation and check- 
ing the validity of the time cred- 
its given to the former Zam- 
boanga del Norte congressman 
by former Bureau of Prisons Di- 


Gonzalez, Reyes 
face bypass anew 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


Jalosjos only muddled the in- 
formation reaching the people. 
“They will confuse the public 
by their statements,” he said. 
Vinarao yesterday defended 
his computation of Jalosjos’ re- 
maining time in prison in an in- 
terview with dzBB radio. 


saying the hearing was not in 
aid of legislation... He should 


THE CABINET APPOINTMENTS explain himself for making re- 
of Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- marks tantamount to insulting 
lez and Energy Secretary Angelo the Senate as an institution,” 
Reyes are unlikely to be con- Lacson said. 

firmed by the Commission on Earlier two other CA members, 
Appointments (CA) this year. Senators Miriam Defensor-Santia- 


But Defense Sectary Gilbert 
Teodoro and Trade Secretary 
Peter Favila who are scheduled 
to appear today before the CA's 


go and Jinggoy Estrada, have giv- 
en notice that they would invoke 
‘Section 20 when the CA takes up 
Reyes’ nomination during its ple, 


plenary session are expected to nary session today. 
be confirmed. ig $ 
Two membersofthebicamer- ‘Unfit for office’ 


Section 20 allows a member 
to move for the suspension of 
the CAs action on any nomina- 
tion or appointment until the 
next session without having to 
give any reason. 

“I simply believe that he is 
unfit for the office,” Santiago 
told reporters. She pointed out 
that Reyes was only given Cabi- 
net posts by President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo as a reward for with- 
drawing support from then 
president Joseph Estrada when 
he was still the military chief. 

“I am against this practice of 
rewarding military officials for 
breaking the law in favor of one 
presidential personality against 
another, rewarding them with a 
series of government posts for 
which his educational back- 
ground or training have never 
prepared him,” Santiago said. 

Sen. Estrada said he was 
against Reyes’ appointment as 
Energy secretary’ because he 
was “totally unfit” for the post. 

He said he no longer consid- 
ered Reyes’ crucial defection 
that eventually led to his fa- 
ther’s ouster. 

“But I still have a lot of rea- 
sons why I have toʻblock his 
confirmation,” said Estrada. 

“During the budget hearings 
he could not explain the hiring 
of 120 consultants, the hiring of 
a foreign consultant. He wanted 
to hold office in all the attached 
corporations of the Department 
of Energy. And he fired the pres- 
ident of Transco in an arrogant 
manner,” he said. 


al CA yesterday moved to defer 
deliberations on Gonzalez’s ap- 
pointment until next year while 
two senators are against Reyes’ 
appointment. 

Sen. Jamby Madrigal and 
party-list Rep. Joel Villanue- 
va said they want more time 
to grill the Justice secretary 

n “several issues” before his 
appointment is submitted for 
the plenary’s consideration. 


Last meeting 

Today's plenary session is 
the CA's last meeting this year 
before Congress goes on a 
month-long recess for the 
holidays starting Dec. 21. 
Thus, Gonzalez confirmation 
would have to wait until next 
year. 

“Out of respect for members 
of the CA, normally the tradi- 
tion is to accede to their re- 
quest.... He (Gonzalez) is effec- 
tively bypassed,” Sen. Panfilo 
Lacson said. 

“Ies not the first time this 
happened. We can schedule a 
hearing after we return from 
the break, but he (Gonzalez) 
has to answer all opposition 
and there are a lot of them,” he 
added. 

Lacson said among the is- 
sues that would be thrown 
against Gonzalez was his de- 
liberate absence at a Senate 
hearing last week into the 
media arrests at the height of 
the Manila Peninsula siege 
last Nov. 29. 

“He insulted the Senate by 
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By Fran Katigbak 
Lifestyle 


HAS TAYLOR HICKS, 
winner of “American 
Idol” Season 5, gone 
from manic per- 
former to subdued 
balladeer? 

The salt-and-pep- 
perhalred singer- 
songwriter charmed 
fans of the hugely 
popular reality talent 
search in 2006 with 
his raspy, soulful 
voice, But his signa- 
ture dance moves 
were routinely criti- 
cized by judge Simon 
Cowell, who repeat- 
edly said Hicks was 
“performing like he's 
drunk.” 


shirt, black jacket, 
denim jeans and alli- 
gatorskin boots, 
Hicks made a smooth 
entrance, playing the 
blues on his harmoni- 
ca, when he tumed 
up to meet local me- 
dia at the Hard Rock 
cal 

The first ‘American 
Idol” champ to visit 
the country (finalists 
Cohstitttine Maroulis 
and Elliot Yamin 
were previous Manila 
visitors), Hicks, a na- 
tive of Alabama, is 
here for a series of 
shows sponsored by 
the Ayala Malls, 

“I heard from 
friends of mine that 
this is the place to 
come if you want to 
sing and perform mu- 
sic,” said Hicks, 31. Tt 
was FiAm José 
“Sway” Penala, a fel- 
low finalist, who first 
told him about the 
Philippines, he 
added, 


Inspiration 

The  selftaught 
musician said his 
biggest _ inspiration 
was Ray Charles. And 
so, he said, he was 
honored to sing “The 
Right Place,” origi- 
nally writen for 
Charles, in his selfi- 
tled album due for re- 
Jease this month. 

“Life after Amer 
can Ido! has been like 
sitting on a rocket 
ship,” said Hicks. “I 
can't go out without 
bodyguards.” 

On the bright side, 
“I get to travel to play 
my music, and col- 
laborate with some 
really great artists.” 

His triumph on 
“Idol” brought him a 
record deal with 
Clive Davis and 19 
Recordings Limit- 
ed/Artista Records. 

Asked if he feels 
pressured to surpass 
the achievements of 
previous “Idols,” 
Hicks replied: “Pm 
not into competing 
[anymore]—I'm into 
performing — music 
and gaining new 
fans.” 

Hicks will be at the 
Greenbelt 3 Park 
tonight at 8 and at 
the TriNoma Activity 
Center tomorrow, 7 
pm. 


“Vivičam 5188. 


all Seasonsl.. “p, 
Take ‘great pictures ori 
land or underwater... 
the Vivicam 5188 is 
perfect for all occasions! 


Digital Camera for 


Attach the supplied 
waterproof case and capture 
underwater Images or movies 
to a depth of 45ft 


Slim and lightweight body makes © + Movie Clip with Audio 
the Vivicam 5188 a digital camera Audio Recording 
that you can carry around everyday! + SD Card Supported up to 2 GB. 
16 MB Built 
5.0 Megapixel 


+ 2 AAA Battery 


Cypermalı Eastwood City 
‘Market Markot, Galway, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


p 


WHEN YOU USE ANY OF THESE VISA CARDS 


Wo've got Ht all for you! 


er TENE Perme No. 442 Srl of 207 


MAKATI o CUBAO + HARRISON + HORTA EDBA e STA. MEGA + ORTIOAS » LAS PIÑAS + BACOOR «FAIRVIEW» MANILA s PAMPANGA + NANDURAIAD + DELGADO «CEBU + OAYAO 
IAANLAO © ONHARIAS + BAN LAZARD € STA ROBA * BATANGAS » CLARK * MALL OF ASIA + LIPA + BACOLOD * TAYTAY 


ETSI eaters 


Lose 10 lbs. 
in 5 weeks! 


PHYSIQUE INCH-LOSS _ FAT MOBILIZATION SYSTEM VARA PULSE FAT REDUCER 


Losing weight has never been this easy. Like Dawn, you can lose as much 
as 10 Ibs. in as short as 5 weeks! Try Dawn's Weight-Loss Accelerator 
Program at Marie France and'lose alt those unwanted pounds, inches, 
flabs and fats in your body. Lose weight with no exercise, no crazy diets, 
no pills and no surgery! As Dawn ust do what | did - regular 
treatments at Marie France!" Soon, you'll get that slim, sexy figure you 
deserve - and make heads 


| FREE Weight-Loss | 


Starter Program | 


| upon enrollment from Dec. 17-22, 2007 only! | 


Call 894-BODY (2639) 


CONGRESSIONAL 


ALABANG PAMPANGA «TEL 961-2981 


Corrections 

IN THE DEC. 17 ISSUE, a front-page ar- 
ticle—“Emest helped define RP’s 
lifestyle landscape”—misstated the 
name of a Southern Tagalog route that 
features different attractions. The route 
is called Viaje del Sol—not Via del Sol. 
INLATER EDITIONS of the Dec. 18 issue, 
the front-page banner story—“GMA lifts 
farmers’ hopes”—misspelled the sur- 
name of a bishop. The bishop's name is 
Broderick Pabillo—not ‘Padillo. 

‘THE SAME ARTICLE misstated the date 
when truncheon-bearing police blocked 
Sumilao farmers who were marching on 
Malacafiang. The incident happened on 
Dec.,7—not Dec. 17. 


_By DJ Yap and Leila B. Salaverria 


ELEVEN JUNIOR MILITARY OFFI- 
cers charged with rebellion, including 
now Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV in con- 
nection with the July 2003 Oakwood 
mutiny yesterday asked the Makati 
judge hearing their case to inhibit him- 
self for supposedly ‘prejudging’ the case. 

‘They sought the voluntary inhibition 
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of Judge Oscar Pimentel of Makati Re- 
} gional Trial Court Branch 148, citing 
| heir “perception of what they believe 
tobe the unfair handling ofthe case.” 
In particular, the 10 accused junior 
officers, who are represented by 
lawyer Reynaldo Robles, cited a ques- 
tion by Pimentel in the last hearing 
that was addressed to Brig. Gen. 
Danilo Lim, a defense witness. 
|: tn the Dec. 11 hearing, the judge 
asked Lim if he was “aware that the act 
committed by these officers are not 
only punishable under the Articles of 
War but also the Revised Penal Code.” 
‘The 11 accused said they were “ut- 
terly surprised, shocked and morti- 
fied” when they heard the question. 
“As far as they are concerned, the 
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| MAGDALO TRIAL 
Mutineers want judge out 


said question clearly indicates the 
state of mind of the Honorable Presid- 
ing Judge and indubitably shows that 
the Honorable Presiding Judge has al- 
ready prejudged their case,” they said. 

Trillanes, the junior officers along 
with Lim and others belonging to the 
Magdalo group walked out of Pi- 
mentel's courtroom during the Nov. 
29 hearing, marched in the streets 
and occupied the Peninsula Manila 
for six hours. 

In their motion, the 11 also cited 
what they described as Pimentel’s 
“apparent rush” to have the accused 
present their evidence. 

In contrast, they said the prosecu- 
tion was given four years to present 
its evidence. 

The 11 accused also moved for the 
cancellation of the Dec. 20 hearing and 
the suspension of the proceedings. 

Also yesterday, civilians accused of 
joining the Manila Pen siege led by Fr. 
Robert Reyes asked the Supreme Court 
to cite Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez 
and Senior State Prosecutor Emmanuel 
Velasco for contempt for allegedly let- 
ting “political considerations” affect the 


decision to charge them with rebellion. 

The petitioners included lawyers J.V. 
Bautista, Argee Guevarra and retired 
Navy Capt. Julian Advincula, who were 
among the 14 civilians ordered re- 
leased by the Makati RTC which found 
that there was not enough basis to sup- 
port the rebellion charge against them. 

‘According to the petitioners, their 
being known as critics and opponents 
of President Macapagal Arroyo was 
taken into account when the DOJ 
found probable cause to charge them 
with rebellion. 

Gonzalez said he had ordered pros- 
‘ecutors to study whether the released 
civilians could be held liable for sedi- 
tion or inciting to sedition. 

Gonzalez said he was also looking 
at the possibility of reviving the rebel- 
lion complaint. 

“Tm not satisfied with the finding 
of the Makati court. Our finding is 
that they could at least be held liable 
as accessories in the rebellion,” he 
said in a phone interview. 

Velasco, for his part, said he was 
just doing his mandated task. 

“If there should be anybody who 
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‘SURFACE "THE DISAPPEARED.” 
Stop the abductions. Pull the 
military out of the villages. 
These demands, not toys, 
were on the Christmas wish list 
of children whose parents had 
been abducted by the military 
or whose families had been dis- 
placed by government opera- 
tions against communist rebels 


in the countryside. 

The children wrote down 
their wishes on a large Christ- 
mas card they made and plan to 
send to President Macapagal- 
Arroyo this week with the help 
of the Salinlahi Alliance for 
Children’s Concerns. 

“As we speak, many human 
rights violations are being com- 
mitted. But we're hopeful the 
President will listen to our wishes 


Liza, 16, whose fa- 


ther and brother were abducted 
in Quezon province in June 
2006, said at a press briefing. 

Four other children, who were 
traumatized by the atrocities al- 
legedly committed by soldiers in 
their villages, aired the same hope. 
‘They asked that their last names 
be withheld for security reasons. 

“We hope she will grant our 
wishes,” said Lyn, who was shot 
atand tagged a child warrior by 
the military in Baggao, Ca- 
gayan, last year. 


should be cited for contempt by the 
court, they are those who disrespect- 
ed the hearing at the Makati RTC last 
Nov. 29 by staging a walkout and a re- 
bellion,” he said. 

‘The petitioners also said Gonzalez and 
‘Velasco's actions disobeyed the Supreme 
Courts June 2007 ruling where it “repri- 
manded and chastised” Gonzalez and 
Velasco for allowing political considera- 
tions to be a factor in conducting the in- 
quest and preliminary investigation of 
the rebellion complaint against six party 
list representatives, and Vicente Ladlad, 
Nathanael Santiago, Randall Echanis 
and Rey Claro Casambre. 

Two civilians yesterday said that 
the DOJ should stop the preliminary 
investigation of their case, citing the 
Makati RTC's recent dismissal of the 
rebellion charges filed against them. 

Former Vice President Teofisto 
Guingona’s daughter Stella and civil- 
ian Ray Linaac, through their lawyer 
Ernesto Francisco Jr, indicated their 
sentiments in their counter-affidavits 
with a motion to dismiss which they 
filed before the DOJ. With a report 
from Margaux C. Ortiz 


These kids want their parents for Christmas 


The children made the giant 
card during a workshop orga- 
nized by Salinlahi, an umbrella 
organization of child rights and 
welfare organizations nation- 
wide. They shared their experi 
ences in a forum dubbed “Chil- 
dren Speak Out.” 

“This Christmas, I wish the mil- 
itary would surface my father and 
brother so we can live as a whole 
and happy family again,” said 
Liza, now a senior high school 
studentin Quezon City. 
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GMA wants 


‘THE GOVERNMENT SAYS THAT PEACE AND 
prosperity was its Christmas and New Years gift 
‘to the nation but what fits offer of the tradition- 
al holiday truce is not acceptable to insurgents? 

President Macapagal-Arroyo has called 
for a review of the unilateral three-week 
Christmas ceasefire declared by the Armed 
Forces following attacks by the communist 
‘New People's Army in Palawan, 

Three Marines were killed within hours 
of the AFP's suspension of military opera- 
tions against the rebels last Monday. 

‘At a meeting of the National Security 
Council which she convened yesterday, the 
President said a review of the unilateral 
‘truce was in order since the “rebels don’t 
accept this ceasefire.” 

It could not be ascertained at press time 
whether the NSC has already recommend- 
ed the lifting of the Christmas truce. 

‘The NPA last Monday rejected the AFP's 

of a Christmas truce and a three-year 
easefire proposal, vowing to mount more 
attacks in the coming days. 

“Gen. Esperon’s proposal for a three-year 
ceasefire is totally ridiculous and downright 
dubious,” said Gregorio Rosal, spokesperson 
for the Communist Party of the Philippines, the 
‘political arm of the 6,000-member insurgents. 

He was referring to a proposal by AFP Chief 

f Staff General Hermogenes Esperon last 

nationwide cessation of 
n both sides, paving the way 
for the resumption of stalled peace talks. 
is Arroyo told the NSC, that she was sad- 
e untimely death of the three 
Michael Lim Ubac 


Wednesday, December 19, 2007 
3rd Week of Advent 
g: Jdg 13:2-7, 24-25 
Gospel: 

In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there 
lived a priest named Zechariah, belonging to 
the priestly clan of Abiah. Elizabeth, Zechari- 
ah's wife, also belonged to a priestly family. 
Both of them were upright in the eyes of God 

in accordance with all 
of the Lord, but they 
d. Elizabeth could not have any 
and now they were both very old. 


were Fulfilling their office 

according to the custom of the priests, to en- 
ter the sanctuary of-the-Lord and burn in- 
cense. At the time of offering incense all the 
people were praying outside; it was then that 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him, stand: 
ing on the right side of the altar of incen: 
On seeing the angel, Zechariah was deeply 
troubled and fear took hold of him. 

But the angel said to him, “Don’t be afraid, 
Zechariah, be assured that your prayer has 
been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear 
a son and you shall name him John. He will 
bring joy and gladness to you and man 
rejoice at his birth. 


or strong drink, but he willbe filled with holy 
spirit even from his mother’s womb. Through 
him many of the people of Israel will turn to 
the Lord their God. He himself will open the 
way to the Lord with the spirit and power of 
ophet Elijah; he will reconcile fatl 

and children, and lead the disobedient to wis 
dom and righteousness, in order to make 
ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 

Zechariah said to the angel, "How can I be- 
tieve this? I am an old man and my wife is el- 
derly, too.” The angel replied, “I am Gabriel 
who stands before God, and 1am the or 
to speak to you and bring you this good ne 
My words will come true in their time. But 
you would not believe and now you will be 
Silent and unable to speak until this has hap- 
pened.” 

Meanwhile the people waited for Zechari- 
ah, and they were surprised that he delay 
so long in the sanctuary. When he finally ap- 
peared, he could not speak to them and they 
realized that he had seen a vision in the sanc- 
tuary. He remained dumb and made signs to 
them. 

‘When his time of service was completed, 
Zechariah returned home and some time lat 

came pregnant. For five 
she kept to herself, remaining at 
home, and thinking, “What is the Lord doing 
for me! This is his time for mercy and for tak- 
ing away my public disgrace.” 
Commentary 

We are drawing clase to the birth of the 
child, with history and geography jumping 
around. Now we meet some of the remnant, the 
faithful who believed in the promises and 
staked their lives on them, relying on God's 
word in spite of the events occurring around 
them in history. Do we belong to God's remnant 
and interpret the Scriptures not from a worldly 
politicaV/nationalistc we Ps way, so 
that we are converted a ion gives us 
God's sight? The word of the Lord comes to 
Manoak’s wife who was barren. But she will 
bear a son, and the Lord tells her to obey his 
commands for the “son she will conceive and 
give birth to will be consecrated to God from the 
womb.” And the son will begin the deliverance 
of Israel from the Philistines. The anno 
ments follow the same pattern from th 
ning. The stor if 
of view though it is the woman who 
It is the same with Zechariah the 
Elizabeth his wife, This time the word comes to 
the man, Zechariah, in the temple. He ques- 
tions how this can be and is struck dumb 
cause he does not trust the words of God. But 
the words, even if not believed, come true, and 
Elisabeth conceives. 
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RP hike in US ... 


Philippine Philippine Philcomsat 
Overseas Communications Holdings From page Al allocation of financing for the 
Telecommunications Satellite Corporation = Cate 

P 5 cantingent on the country e compromis till will 
Corporation Corporation cracking down on extrajudicial need to be approved by the full 


POTC PHILCOMSAT PHC ee a bean ex ia game ickae 
US officials have expressed takes effect. 
worry over a wave of killings 


On 19 November 2007, PHILIPPINE OVERSEAS TELECOMMUNICATIONS | 2% "syns etaa Hanes, PCOS SNe 


- = on Philippine government Congress is expected this 

CORPORATION (POTC) held its ANNUAL STOCKHOLDERS’ MEETING, followed by | forces. z Sa ro ESE 

i J izati i The officials are said towant cludes $35 billion overall for 

POTC Board of Directors Organizational Meeting (where a quorum was present throughout | president Macapagal-Arroyo's the state department and for- 
both meetings). The following were elected: administration to enforce re- eign aid programs. 

forms recommended by a UN The negotiators agreed to 

official to prevent extrajudicial provide $15.7 million in direct 


Daniel C. Gutierrez - Director and Chair killings and other human military aid for Indonesia, 
Lin I. Bildner Director and Vice-Chai rights violations before ap- matching the Bush administra- 
. Bi - Dii r proving additional military tion's request for a country it 
i i DE i aid. sees as crucial to fighting terror- 
Katrina Ponce Enrile Director and President/CEO Philippine officials have de- ism in Southeast Asia. The bill 
Marietta K. Ilusorio - Director and Treasurer nied allegations that the mili- would delay approval, however, 


tary was behind most of the of $2.7 million of the money un- 


Francisca Benedicto Paulino - Director Killings and have said the mili- til US Secretary of State Con- 
Pablo L. Lobregat - Director ay has no policy of targeting ae pe ee = 
ir ivilians. jongress that Indonesia hac 
Allan S. Montaño ~ Director As of end-October, the Philip- devised plans to: 
Honorio A. Poblador HI -= Director pine human rights group Karap- © Account for past human 
à P is atan had recorded 887 killings rights violations by the Indone- 
Justice Santiago J. Ranada (Ret) - Director of militants, as well as nearly sian military. 

i i < 200 cases of enforced disap- e Allow public access to 
Victoria C. de los Reyes Corporate Secretary at ae on hoe aoe ead 
Rafael A. Poblador - Asst. Treasurer took office in 2001. The Ingu- separatist army seeks indepen- 

ER count of killings is about dence. 
300. © Provide a deadline for 


The Armed Forces of the completing a criminal investi- 


On the same day, the PHILIPPINE COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE CORPORATION | 7i!2pine: spokesperson. Ts oor a numan tight ac 
(PHILCOMSAT) ANNUAL STOCKHOLDERS’ MEETING (POTC being 100% | Us aia “wil o a long way in tivist and critic of Indonesia's 


A i A 2 |- mili 
registered/beneficial owner thereof) was held, immediately followed by a PHILCOMSAT Board e le DOT ye v usei on 


of Directors’ Organizational Meeting (where a quorum was present throughout both meetings). | lem.” ‘ 
The followi : 3 8 ( 4 p gh BS). | ache refrained from diece Bulwark against terrorism 
he following were elected: comment on the condition set The United States eliminated 


by the US lawmakers for the military ties with Indonesia, the 
release of some of the assis- World's most populous Muslim 


Radm. Abraham R. Abesamis, AFP (Ret) - Director and Chair tance. nation, in 1999 to protest al- 

~ i i i “Tous in the AFR ifthere’s an leged rights abuses by Indone- 

Pablo L. Lobregat Director and Vice-Chair J aid, it will go a long way. Burif sian troops in breakaway East 

Ramon Jacinto - Director and Chair, Exec. Committee there's none, we will make do Timor aea aS 

i i H ii with whatever resources we je ban was lifted in 

Lin L Bildner y - Director and President/CEO have Maoni. by the Bush administration, 

Marietta K. Tlusorio = Director and Vice President which views the Indonesian 

< 5 E No pressure needed government as a bulwark 

Katrina Ponce Enrile - Director and Treasurer Commissioner Eligio Mallari against Islamic militancy. Fig- 

Lorna P. Kapunan - Director of the Philippine Commission ures do not include small 

Honorio Poblador HI Director S ae pe oe a eat 
= government “is doing its best” ing. 

Rodolfo G. Serrano, Jr. - Director to address the problem ofextra- Lawmakers also linked mili- 

Boerne judicial killings, and deserved tary aid to Sri Lanka to the is- 

John Benedict Sioson - Corporate Secretary aid. n improving its Eo 

Mallari cited the efforts of record, looking to spur change 

Rafael A. Poblador - Asst. Treasurer the judiciary, which has set up on an island that has seen a 


99 special courts to handle two-decade struggle between 
such cases and organized a the government and Tamil 
summit early this year to draw Tiger rebels seeking a separate 


On December 11, 2007, the PHILCOMSAT HOLDINGS CORPORATION (PHC)} up measures to solve the prob- homeland for Tamils, an ethnie 


SPECIAL SHAREHOLDERS’ MEETING (Philcomsat being 81% registered owner thereof)| '“"; une 


i i z er “The governmentneed notbe S eit k 
was held, immediately followed by a PHC Board of Directors Organizational Meeting. Thej pressured [by the United exvomaticn cooperation 
States] because it is really try- The bill would block all but a 


following were elected: ing its best to solve political small amount of military aid for 
killings in the country, But such activities to include surveil- 
efforts are being slowed down lance cooperation from the Sri 


Katrina Ponce Enrile - Director and Chair by bureaucracy and there areso Lankan authorities. 

+ f x x ` many proceduresthatshouldbe _ The bill is an embarrassment 
Daniel C. Gutierrez - Director and Vice-Chair followed.” Mallari said on the for the administration of Presi- 
Ramon Jacinto - Director and President phone. ae, Mahinda Rajapaksa, 

x 5 which says its operations are 
Lin I. Bildner - Director and CFO/Treasurer $500 billion meant to convince rebels that 
Radm. Abraham R. Abesamis, AFP (Ret) - Director The US lawmakers also de- they cannot win a military vic- 

A A s, cided to bar all but a small tory. 
Oliverio Laperal - Director amount of military aid to Sri The US bill would make any 
Pablo L. ro - i Lanka until the Bush adminis- military grants for Sri Lanka de- 
alo LLobregat Directo tration had certified that the Sri pendent on certification by the 
Jose Ma. Ozamiz - Director Lankan government had made US secretary of state that Sri 
i 5 i certain improvements in its hu- Lanka has: 
Honorio Poblador II Director ‘act righas practices! © Prosecuted military offi- 
Rodolfo G. Serrano, Jr. - Director ‘The provisions were part of a coe aie to ae reer 
` i i $500 billion-plus spending bill child soldiers and committe: 

Prudencio Somera - Director agreed on D Saon from extrajudicial executions. ` 
Victoria C. de los Reyes - Corporate Secretary the Senate and the House of ®© a humanitarian 
A ; Rej rill roups and reporters access to 

John Benedict Sioson - Asst. Corporate Secretary fet Sorte male Tamil areas of the country. 
r - ments 2008 budget. © Agreed to allow the United 
Rafael Poblador Asst. Treasurer “The overall bill has been de- Nations to establish a human 
Lorna P. Kapunan - Chief Legal Counsel and layed by disagreements be- rights office in the county. 

Bi yed by disag 


tween Congress and President With reports from Jocelyn R. 
George W. Bush overitssizeand Uy, Nikko Dizon, PDI Research 
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Homelines Department (Now until December 31, 2007. Per DT-NCR Permit No. 3475 Series of 2007) 

5. Trendy wall doch P299.75 6. Home Essentials throw pillowcase P199.75 each 7. Lifestyle mugs P69.75 each 
8. Hanabishi microwave oven (HMO-17MS) with free oven mitten for every purchase P2,800.00 
«> (Now until January 31, 2008. Per DT-NCR Permit No. 3429 Series of 2007) 

9. Lifestyle collection prep set P249.75 10. Sunnex enamel 5-pc. cookware set P3,369.75 
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Republic of the Philippines: 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
DY int! Bidg., 1650 San Marcelino 
cor. General Malvar St., Malate, Manila. 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have fled 
with this Regional Office application's for Alien Employment Permits: 


Name Position 
Foreign National 


LUK FOO INTERNATIONAL ‘Ying Chen (Chiat Cook 
CUISINE, INC. Chinese 

Puregold Bid, Ninoy Aquino Ave, 

Sio. Nino, Parstaque Ciy 


ASIAPACIFICTECHNOLOGY CaiMaloimtiatiey ising Facy 
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION, NC. Bish 
5 Humabon Piace, 

ageless Ciy 


LIFE GAMES TRADING CO. LTD. 


Rong Technical Consultant 
Chinese 


‘ACCENTURE, INC. Arun Menon Prefect 
MSE Bldg, Ayala Ave, laden ManegevOpertons 
Makat Gly Director 


HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES Youn Tang 
Chinese 


PHILIPPINES INC. 
S539 PBCom Tower, 

Ayata Avo., Makal Ciy 

ERICSSON Lars Anders Larson Technical Decor 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS,INC. Swedish 


2DF Nel Square. 3ra Ave. 
ot. 28 St, Crescent Park 
Wost, Banco Goal Ciy. 
Taguig iy 


LUCKY DHILLON Ravinder Dubb Bookkeeper 
ENTERPRISES INC. indan 

B2L1 Mercury St, Mapayapa Vil, 

Pulang Lupa Uno, Las Pinas Cily 


LUCKY DHILLON Hardev Singh Masking Manager 
ENTERPRISES INC. Indian Tor Aocounis 
B2L1 Mercy St. Mapayapa Vi, 

Pulang Lupa Uno, 

Las Pias Oy 


LUCKY DHILLON winder Kaur Assistant Manager 
ENTERPRISES INC. idan 

B2L1 Merry St, Mapayapa Vil, 

Putang Lupa Uno, Las Pifas Ciy 


LUCKY DHILLON Jag Johal Assistant Manager 
ENTERPRISES INC. indan 

182 L1 Mercury St, Mapayapa Vil, 

Putang Lupa Uno, Las Pinas Cily 


LUCKY DHILLON 
ENTERPRISES INC. Indian 
B2L1 Mercury St, Mapayapa Val, 

Pulang Lupa Uno, Las Pitas Gly 


LUCKY DHILLON Parminder kaur Branch Manager 
ENTERPRISES INC. tegen 

B2L1 Mercury St, Mapayapa Vit, 

Pulang Lupa Uno, Las Piñas Ciy 


‘LUCKY DHILLON GubachanSingh  Supenisor 
ENTERPRISES INC. Indan 
B21 Mercury St, Mapayapa Vil, 
Putang Lupa Uno, Las Pinas Cily 


LUCKY DHILLON ‘Sarat Kaur Consent 
ENTERPRSESING, inn 

BZL1 Mercury St, Mapayapa Vi, 

Putang Lupa Uno, Las Pilas Ciy 


RAYS OF HOPE TRADING LTD. CO. 
982 Tomas Pinpio St. ‘Chinese 
Binondo, Mana 


RAYSOFHOPETRADINGLTD.CO, fabao Chen Supanisor 
952 Tomas Pinpin St, Tanese 
Bondo, Mania 


JESEGROUPOF COMPANIES Tae Sk Han Supenisor 
PHILS. CORPORATION Korean 

‘IF Unt 7 Legaspi Tower 300, 

P. Ocampo St., Malate, Mania 


MICROSOFT PHILIPPINES, ING. 
ATIF 6780 Ayala Otice Tower, Canadan 
Ayala Ave, Makal Ciy 


SPARTEC INTERNATIONAL ‘kel Bin Mohd Zan President 
MARKETING INC. Malaysien 

10-113 Sanlan Bdg.. 

7441 Sanılan St, Pio del Piar, 

Makat Ciy 


HAKATI SHANGRLLA HOTEL Yoshio ehikawa Japanese Restaurant 
E RESORT INC, (MAKATI Japanese Manager 
SHANGRLA MANILA) 

Ayala Avenue oor. Makali 

‘Avenue, Makat Ciy 


OSG:NNA SHIP MANAGEMENT Eduard Taio President 
SERVICES, INC. Croatan 


1011 Rosadel Bldg., Metopeiten 
Avenue, Makat Cily 


NUBEEDA TRAVEL & Mink Kin Tour Manager 
TOURS SERVICES, NC. Korean 

‘Unt 1105 Marbotia 

2223 Roxas Bia, Pasay Cly 


NUBEEDA TRAVEL & Jashan You Assistant Tour 
TOURS SERVICES, INC. korean Manager 
Unit 1105 Martata Bt, 

2223 Roxas Bd, Pasay Ciy 


ACQUIRE ASIA PACIFIC Brian ScotKiider Senior Program 
PHILIPPINES INC, American Manager 
2AF Tralaigar Plaza, 

S051. Dela Costa St, 

Saleedo Vilage, Makat Oly 


XREIGN TECHNOLOGY INC. Roo Blau ‘Seria Vice President 
‘QF Salcedo Towers, 189V Dela German 
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‘Gov't tool,’ censors body accused over X rating 


From page Al 


tive tool for the suppression of 
free speech and expression.” 


Not fit for public viewing 

According to the MTRCB Im- 
plementing Rules and Regula- 
tions, an X-rated film is “not fit 
for public viewing.” 

National Artist for Literature 
Bienvenido Lumbera, a found- 
ing member of the critics 
group, Manunuri ng Pelikulang 
Pilipino, has joined the two leg- 
islators’ protest, along with 
filmmakers Carlitos Siguion 
Reyna, Anna Isabelle Matutina, 
Kiri Dalena, Chytz Jimenez and 
RJ Mabilin. 

The group said they were dis- 
puting the censors ruling that 
“Rights” contained scenes that 
“undermine faith and confi- i P 
dence [in] the government and sine patriyotiko SIPAT 
duly constituted authorities.” 

It wasn't true, either, that 
“Mendiola” had a “tendency to 
incite rebellion and sedition,” “A Day in the Life,” said the two President (her nose kept grow- joint statement. “Its intentions 


‘THE FILM got an X rating for its alleged “tendency to incite rebellion and sedition.” 


the protesters insisted. films had violated MTRCB im- ing),” hesaid. were as clear then as they are 
Neither was the board's plementing rules and regula- He added that a portion in now—to prevent the prolifera- 
claim, they said, that “A Day in tions, thus the X rating. “Mendiola” could also be con- tion of political opinion and ex- 


the Life of Gloria” was “libelous RJ Mabilin’s “Gloria,” pro- stituted as a violation of Presi- pression.” 

and defamatory to the good duced by Southern Tagalog Ex- dential Decree No. 603, (Child In their resolution, Maza and 

name and reputation of the posure, is a satire on President and Youth Welfare Code). He Iagan asked the House commit- 

President of the Philippines.” Macapagal-Arroyo’s adminis- explained, “The film featured tee on public information, 
“Rights” got the X rating on tration. “Mendiola,” a docu- children without the children’s headed by Manila Rep. Bien- 


Sept. 19; the two others, on mentary produced by Sine Pa- consent.” venido Abante, to look into the 
Dec. 4. triyotiko, exposes police brutal- |. $ offending ratings. 

GRAN ity against those who partici- Link to Marcos regime 5 
Chair’s position: Black prop pate in rallies. Maza and Iagan linked the Second review 


MTRCB Chair Marissa La- “These two films are libelous MTRCB decision on the three Laguardia refused to further 
guardia yesterday said in a and ... too one-sided,” De Leon films to the political environ- comment on the subject because, 
phone interview that she was told the INquinen in a phone in- ment of the Ferdinand Marcos’ she said, “The producers could 
standing by the decision of the terview yesterday. He said they iron-fist regime, during which still apply fora second review.” 
review committees in both in- were definitely “black propa- the board was established. De Leon clarified: “If the pro- 
stances. ganda.” “The MTRCB operates on a ducers volunteer to take out some 

Board member Dick de Leon, De Leon noted that “Gloria” decree created by a regime that of the very offensive scenes, then 
head of the committee of three made fun of Ms Arroyo. “In the was on the verge of collapse,” maybe the X rating could be lifted 
that reviewed “Mendiola” and film, humahaba ang ilong ng the two lawmakers said in a upon second review.” 


Witness testifies in court UP coed chained to bed 
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{terio through pictures shown to 
him by Rex Fernandez, the 
lawyer of the students' mothers. 
Manalo said he saw the three 
while in detention. 

Leuterio was allegedly ab- 
ducted in April last year and 
had testified that he saw the 
students in a Nueva Ecija mili- 


legedly abducted with the 
women. The mothers are seek- 
ing the release of the three. 

The Supreme Court earlier is- 
sued a writ of amparo directing 
the appellate court to conduct a 
hearing on the mothers’ peti- 


tion to determine if there is ba- tary camp in June 2006. 
sis to grant their plea for the 
protection of their daughters. Jonas Burgos case 
Cadapan, 30, a community or- jacan On the case of missing activist 
ganizer for Anakbayan, and Em- duna 26,2006 vanoosta Jonas Burgos, his mother Edita 


peño, 23, a member of the leftist 
League of Filipino Students, 


Hagonoy, Bulacan: 
KARAPATAN 


announced yesterday that she 
ALSOMISSING and abducted would petition the Court of Ap- 


were allegedly abducted in June on the same dayas Empenois peals today to issue a writ of am- 
2006 along with Merino, 57. ZKaren Sherlyn Cadapan. momoto paro and order the military to re- 
Manalo, 33, and his brother r lease him immediately in a bid 
Reynaldo, 23, were allegedly ab- = missing since june 26,2006. novo met Cadapan, Manalo said. They “to fast-track our search for him.” 
ducted from their homes in San were brought toaseparateroom. _ The son of the late press free- 
Iidefonso, Bulacan, in February He said he met Cadapan first He said Cadapan told him that dom icon Jose “Joe” Burgos Jr. 
2006 by troops of the paramili- and added that he managed to she recognized their voices. was kidnapped from a shopping 
tary Citizen Armed Forces Geo- talk to her becausehe had been  Underquestioning, Manalonar- mallin Quezon City on April 28. 
graphical Unit (Cafgu). ordered to clean the barracks rated that he, his brother and the His family said the military was 
‘The Manalo brothers, who have where they were detained. ‘UP students were later brought to responsible. 
been accused of being guerrillas of Limay Bataan, from Camp Tecson. In Iloilo City, the families of two 
the communist New People’s They talked freely abducted activists filed on Mon- 


Army and of killing a Cafgu mem- “We could talk and exchange Captives movedaround day with the Regional Trial Court 
ber escaped reportedly from mili- stories freely. Sherlyn was in He said he was unsure if the _ petition for a writ of amparo to 
tary detention in August and are chains, but I was not. I was the place in Limay was a military compel the government to release 
now under amparo protection. one who cleaned the room,” camp because what he saw Ma. Luisa. Posa-Dominado and Ni- 


The military has been ac- Manalo testified. were nipa huts. The Manalo lo Arado and to look into places 
cused of involvementin the kid- Manalo said Cadapan'sfootwas brothers and the UP students al- where they may be detained. 
napping of the students and chained toa double-deck bed. so were brought to a safehouse Arado and Dominado were ab- 


their companion and of the He said he and Cadapan, who in Iba, Zambales, Manalo said. ducted in Oton town in Doilo on 
Manalo brothers—a charge de- wore fatigue shorts and a Tshirt, Later, the group was returned April 12 after their vehicle was am- 
nied by the military. talked about their lives, and that to Limay, where the students bushed. Their companion, human 

Manalo yesterday testified he the student had mentioned her were separated from Reynaldo rights worker Jose Ely Garachico, 
first saw the UP students atCamp parents. Shetoldhimthatshehad Manalo. He last saw the UP stu- was shot and seriously wounded 


Tecson in Bulacan, which was been abducted bythe military dents in June. and was left behind. With reports 
used by the 24th Infantry Battal- Empefio and Merinoarrivedat Manalo also identified Cada- from TJ Burgonio and Nestor R 
ion, in September last year. Camp Tecson two days after he pan, Empefio and an Oscar Leu- Burgos Jn, Inquirer Visayas 


Republic ofthe Pritpoines 
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PHILIPPINE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION and PHILIPPINE DENTAL ASSOCIATION 
Position Paper on Cheap Medicine Bills in Senate and Congress 


The primary objective of Senate Bill No. 1658 and House Bill 2844 is to ensure availability of medicines at low or affordable cost. 


We, the Philippine Medical Association (PMA) and the Philippine Dental Association (PDA), fully endorse measures to reduce 
medicine prices. We strongly support Senate Bill No. 1658 and House Bill No. 2844 in so far as amending the Intellectual 
Property Code RA 8293 is concerned. We, however, object to the provision of Sec. 29 of HB 2844 Amending Section 6 of 
RA 6675 otherwise known as the Generics Act of 1988. This amendment removes the physicians’ and dentists’ prerogative and 
discretion to include the brand name of drugs in their prescription. 


The PMA and PDA believe that a necessary component in delivering an adequate Health Care System is the fiduciary doctor-patient 
relationship. Guided by the Hippocratic Oath, physicians and dentists utilize all their technical knowledge, skills, and expertise to 
give the best to their patients. They are likewise accountable for all their professional acts to their patients, peers, medical 
organizations, and to the State. Only physicians and dentists are empowered by the State to perform this awesome task and 
responsibility. 


The proposed amendment to the Generics Act relegates the physicians’ and dentists’ task and responsibility to the drugstore 
salesperson. This puts the patients’ and general public’s health at a great risk, unnecessarily. 


Drugs of the same generic name may differ in terms of therapeutic efficacy and safety. Only the physician and dentist, who have 
the experience and the expertise to recognize the clinical responses of success, treatment, failure, or idiosyncratic manifestation of 
“drugs and drug interactions, have the competence to recognize the same in his or her patient. 


The government must also strengthen the capability of the Bureau of Food and Drugs (BFAD) to assure strict compliance with the 
standards of safety, efficacy, and quality of pharmaceutical products. This is a prerequisite to the success of the Cheaper Medicine 
Bill. Hence, BFAD must be provided enough resources to ensure that its operations are at par with international standards. 


Available data shows that not all drugstores are manned by or are under the licensed pharmacists’ direct operational supervision 
and control. Delegating the power of discretion on drug selection to the salesperson with no or limited knowledge of drugs and 
their interaction, poses and creates danger to public health and safety. Any weakness on the part of BFAD in performing its mandate 
to supervise and regulate medicines while transferring discretion on drug selection from the physician and dentist to the drugstore 
salesperson could spell disaster to the safety of Filipino consumers. Public safety is, and should be, non-negotiable. 


Only physicians and dentists are accountable legally, morally, and ethically for the success or failure of their treatment. Hence, 
while we, the Philippine Medical Association and Philippine Dental Association, support the two proposed legislative measures to 
lower the prices of medicine, we oppose in strongest terms the Amendment of Section 6 of the Generics Act. The amendment is 

a great disservice to the Filipino people. 
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By Michael Lim Ubac 


SAN MIGUEL CORP, WHOSE AF- 
filiate, San Miguel Foods Inc. 
owns the disputed property in 
Sumilao, Bukidnon, yesterday 
said it would issue a formal re- 
sponse only after it had received a 
copy of President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's executive order, 


The order will take effect in 
15 days if SMC does not contest 
it in court, according to Press 
Secretary Ignacio Bunye, Ms Ar- 
royo's spokesperson. 

“I think that’s to be expected. 
This can be the subject of a mo- 
tion for reconsideration,” said 
Bunye. But he added that he ex- 
pected the Department of 


Agrarian Reform to defeat any 
legal appeal by the food and 
beverage giant with “one-foot- 
high” documents. 

Chief Presidential Legal 
Counsel Sergio Apostol conced- 
ed that “we have to wait for the 
finality of the order.” 

“If there would be an appeal, a 
motion for reconsideration, the 
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San Miguel to issue response upon receipt of P 


effectivity [of the order] is sus- 
pended until after the resolution 
‘of the motion,” Apostol said. 

“And if there would be an ap- 
peal to the Court of Appeals, the 
complainant must get a tempo- 
rary restraining order. Other- 
wise, the order will be imple- 
mented,” he said. 

Bunye said SMC would re- 


ceive due compensation. But he 
did not cite an amount. 

Asked about the certificates of 
Jand ownership award that had 
been issued to the farmers prior to 
‘SMFT's acquisition of the property, 
he said: “These are details that will 
have to be dealt with by the DAR. 
[From] our end, what is important 
is a case that has been pending 


Weary feet, happy faces; now, hard part 


From page Al 
Ricardo Saludo, Bunye deliv- 
ered the news and a copy of the 
executive order to the farmers, 
who had stayed overnight at the 
College of the Holy Spirit just 
outside Malacafiang to await 
Ms Arroyo's decision. 

“Ibelieve this revocation order 
is a significant first step and gives 
teeth to the intention of the Presi- 
dent to really help the farmers,” 
Bunye told reporters after the di- 
alogue with the farmers that last- 
ed nearly two hours. 


Grateful but wary 

But Bunye and Saludo were 
peppered with questions by the 
farmers, some of whom said 
they would not return to Bukid- 
non until the property was actu- 
ally transferred to them. 

“We want assurance from the 
government that the land will 
truly be ours. Although we're 
grateful, we're also wary of the 
decision because in the past, 
many decisions favorable to us 
were reversed,” Napoleon Meri- 
da Jr, chair of the San Vicente 
Landless Farmers’ Association, 
told reporters. 

His uncle, Samuel Merida, 
said that when he and the other 
farmers left Sumilao in October 
to march all the way to Manila, 
“we vowed that when we re- 
turn, it would be to land that is 
rightfully ours.” 

“It would be a great Christ- 
mas gift for us and our families 
if our case is acted on quickly by 
the government. We could be- 
gin planting immediately for 
the livelihood of our families 
and the colleagues we left be- 
hind,” Samuel Merida told the 
INQUIRER. 

Lawyer Manuel said the 
farmers were adamant that the 
construction of the SMFI hog 
farm on the disputed property 
be stopped at once. 

“They're a bit sad because 
many points in the order were 
not clear. They have reserva- 
tions,” said Manuel, a member 
of the Sentro ng Alternatibong 


at around 12 midnight on Monday. 
Lingap Panligal. 


Weight for the petition 

Manuel said the farmers were 
also dissatisfied because SMFI 
could still contest the order all 
the way to the Supreme Court, 
thus prolonging the dispute. 

At the dialogue, Bunye re- 
minded the farmers that they 
went to the Palace on Monday 
to seek the revocation of the 
conversion order, and that Ms 
Arroyo granted their request af- 
ter considering the DAR find- 
ings and recommendations. 

He said the construction of a 
hog farm on the property was 
the main reason the land-use 
conversion order was revoked. 

Asked at one point by 
Napoleon Merida whether the 
revocation order meant that 
SMFI operations on the proper- 
ty would be stopped, Bunye 
said the order would be “the le- 
gal basis for the DAR to give in 
to the other things that you are 
asking for.” 

“In other words,” he said, “it 


) ta 
FARMERS IN TEARS Napoleon Merida Jr. (center), Mary Ann Cedino (left) and Marlyn Ligmon Trinidad 


is your lawyer who will submit 
the petition to the DAR, and this 
order would give weight to your 
petition.” 

The farmers asked Bunye 
whether a cease-and-desist or- 
der to SMFI from the DAR was 
forthcoming, and why it was 
not included in Ms Arroyo's ex- 
ecutive order. They told him 
that they went to Malacafiang 
to also seek a cease-and-desist 
order. 

Bunye said he had no ready 
answer. But he added that he 
and the farmers’ lawyer both 
understood that the issuance of 
a cease-and-desist order “could 
be the second step.” 

Asked whether Ms Arroyo 
would give Agrarian Reform 
Secretary Nasser Pangandaman 
a deadline to act on the request- 
ed order, Bunye said her “mes- 
sage” should be very clear to 
Pangandaman, who was pre- 
sent at her two meetings with 
the farmers—that the case was 
“a top priority of the President.” 

The farmers also told Bunye 


are teary-eyed as they celebrate after their leaders arrived from a second meeting with President Arroyo 


UINRLLON 


of their fear that the process 
would take time, as shown, they 
said, by their past experience 
with Pangandaman. 


No tears of joy 

Bunye said he could only 
speak for Ms Arroyo: “The ac- 
tion of the President speaks 
louder. The fact that the Presi- 
dent met with the farmers, with 
the clergy ... She really spent 
time [on the case] and followed 
it up until this morning with Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Ermita ... So 
the President's interest is 
there.” 

Ermita signed the order at 
12:10 p.m. “by authority of the 
President.” 

Josel Gonzales, the farmers’ 
media coordinator, said their 
reaction was “subdued” when 
they first heard news of the can- 
cellation of the land-use conver- 
sion order via text message at 
past noon. 

“They welcomed the decision 
and are thankful because this is 
a big step for them to realize 


their goals, but there was no 
jumping, hugs and tears of joy. 
‘They said they've been trauma- 
tized because they still remem- 
ber victories in the past that 
were later taken away,” he said. 

Gonzales was referring to the 
certificates of land ownership 
award distributed to the farm- 
ers in 1994, which were re- 
voked two years later when 
Malacafiang, through then Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Ruben Torres, 
approved the conversion of the 
property into an agro-industrial 
park. 

In a statement, the Sumilao 
farmers described Ms Arroyo's 
executive order as “a big mile- 
stone in our quest to reclaim 
our land.” 

But the farmers said they re- 
mained “disturbed.” 

“While we rejoice at this vi 
tory, we are aware that this re- 
vocation is but a partial redress 
of the grave injustice that was 
committed against us that led to 
the dispossession of our land 10 
years ago. This redress is al- 
ready long overdue,” they said. 

‘The farmers reiterated that 
they would not return to Bukid- 
non despite Ms Arroyo's order: 

“We will make our presence 
felt at the [DAR] and we will 
not leave until we are finally in- 
stalled in our land. We reiterate 
our solemn vow that the first 
ground that we will step on in 
Bukidnon will be the land that 
we will call our own. We shall 
continue to walk until the day 
when we will walk freely on the 
land that we own.” 

The farmers expressed 
“heartfelt gratitude” to the civil 
society organizations, parishes, 
religious groups, schools and 
the Catholic Church that “took 
our cause as their own.” 


“That’s the procedure’ 

In Malacañang, Chief Presi- 
dential Legal Counsel Sergio 
Apostol told reporters that the 
land would eventually be hand- 
ed to the “old tenants,” the 
Sumilao farmers, and SMFI 


Church to monitor farmers’ case all the way 


From page Al 
property into a hog farm. 

“She should have sought a 
‘compromise where everybody 
will have the opportunity to 
pursue their interests,” said 
Aquino, whose family owns Ha- 
cienda Luisita in Tarlac, a vast 
sugar estate wracked by a bitter 
dispute with farmers. 

Honasan, chair of the Senate 
committee on agrarian reform, 
said the chamber would look into 
Ms Arroyo's executive order in 
order to determine its “impact.” 

“The government is responsi- 
ble for the entire country and 
not just Sumilao, a small ne- 
glected town,” he said, adding 
that “not only 50 farmers are in- 
volved there,” 


Productivity 

Honasan said the main is- 
sue in the Sumilao case was 
how to maximize the produc- 


tivity of the land. 

He said Ms Arroyo's decision 
“might set a precedent that will 
just [do away with] the issue of 
productivity. 

“Are we redistributing the land 
itself or a means of production 
for the benefit of [all] farmers 
[covered by] the entire agrarian 
reform program?” he said. 

Honasan said the planned 
Senate inquiry should assess the 
impact of Ms Arroyo's decision 
on local governments and on in- 
dustrial investors like SMFI. 

“We should hear all sides of 
the issue,” he said. 

Aquino said there was no 
question that the SMFI invest- 
ment would have a dramatic 
impact on the economy of the 
local community concerned, 

“The corn farmers will have 
another trader buying their pro- 
duce. [SMFI] will bring roads 
and power to their community. 


MIDNIGHT TREAT Late Monday night after a second meeting with 
President Arroyo, farmers Linda Ligmon and Hilda San-ahan share 
the great good news with Sister Vic ofthe College of the Holy Spirit, 


the Sumilao farmers host for the evening. 


These would redound to more 
opportunities for more people 
in the community” he said. 
Aquino also said the govern- 
ment should ask itself what 


LINRUON 


would happen if the facilities in- 
vested in the area were given to 
the farmers. 

“I guess they would just re- 
vert back to previous practices 


and lose a chance for economic 
development,” he said. 

‘According to Bishop Pabillo, 
the Church's main role is to give 
‘voice to the poor. 

He said the Church’s assis- 
tance would depend on what 
the Sumilao farmers would 
need—giving voice to their 
cause, solidarity, or connecting 
them to the proper government 
offices. 

“The good thing about them 
is that they all talk about their 
decisions,” the bishop said. 
“Whatever their decision will 
be, if we see that it is right, we 
will respect and support it.” 

Pabillo, along with other 
priests, nuns and seminarians, 
escorted the Sumilao farmers in 
their march to Malacafiang yes- 
terday. 

The farmers brought a letter 
from Manila Archbishop Gau- 
dencio Cardinal Rosales, who, 
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has been resolved, and resolved in 
favor of the petitioner-farmers.” 
Bunye also said Ms Arroyo's 
order was based on the DAR's 
recommendation to cancel the 
land-use conversion order be- 
cause of the “violation of condi- 
tions” committed by SMFI. 
With a report from Elizabeth 
Sanchez-Lacson 


begins 


would be paid accordingly. 

“That's the procedure. The 
‘one who will pay immediately 
will be Land Bank [of the Philip- 
pines],” Apostol said. 

Asked if this was a Christmas 
gift to the farmers, Bunye said: 
“All the actions of the President 
are being done as a matter of 
justice 

‘The farmers said they would 
return this morning to their 
encampment in front of the 
DAR central office in Quezon 
City. 

Samuel Merida—the presi- 
dent of the Mapadayonong 
Panaghiusa sa mga Lumad 
Alang sa Damlag, which orga- 
nized the farmers in Sumilao 
and set up a cooperative to give 
them livelihood - assis- 
tance—said he and his col- 
leagues “continue to believe in 
due process and in the CARP 
process.” 

He added: “We want to be 
prioritized because it has been a 
long wait for us. We want the 
process of implementation [of 
the President's order] sped up.” 

Napoleon Merida said they 
would seek an audience with 
Pangandaman to ask him to im- 
mediately issue the revocation 
of the land-use conversion order 
and notice of CARP coverage. 

He said the farmers were 
wary of Pangandaman because 
the latter had earlier recog- 
nized SMFI’s ownership of the 
property and did not halt its de- 
velopment projects on the dis- 
puted land. 


‘Landis life’ 

Samuel Merida dismissed 
comments that the farmers 
might not be able to administer 
the land if it were returned to 
them, 

“Comments that we will not 
beable to till our land are unfair 
and belittle the farmers’ abili- 
ties. A farmer will do all he can 
so that his land will be produc- 
tive. Land is the farmer's life,” 
hesaid. With areport from 
Michael Lim Ubac 


since his days as bishop of 
Malaybalay, Bukidnon, had 
been supporting the farmers’ 
claim to the Sumilao property. 


Preferential option for poor 
Pabillo said the role of the 
Church in the case had been on- 
1y to make the meeting and sub- 
sequent consultation between 
Ms Arroyo and the farmers pos- 
sible: “The farmers were the 
ones who talked. We were only 
there para pagtagpuin sila.” 

Three other prelates—Jaro 
loilo) Archbishop and CBCP 
president Angel Lagdameo, Lin- 
gayen-Dagupan Archbishop Os- 
car V Cruz, and Novaliches 
Bishop Emeritus Teodoro Ba- 
cani—have also voiced support 
for the Sumilao farmers. 

They stressed the Church's 
preferential option for the poor 
and its support for the CARP as 
called for by its social teachings. 


Hard part begins: 4-step process to take many months 


From page Al 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
official said. 

“In a sense yes,” Rene Her- 
rera, undersecretary for oper- 
ations, said when asked if the 
farmers were back to square 
one. 

“Because we have to review if 
those awarded with Cloa (cer- 
tificate of land ownership) are 
still qualified as some of them 
may have left the area.” 


First step 
Following President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo’s order, the first 


step for DAR would be to issue 
a notice of coverage to the 
landowner, San Miguel Foods 
Inc. (SMFI), informing it that 
the landholding had been 
placed under CARB according 
to Herrera. 

But the department could 
not issue the notice yet until 
this had become final and ex- 
ecutory, he said. (SMFI has 15 
days to file a motion for recon- 
sideration with either the Of- 
fice of the President or the 
courts.) 

“Once the order is final and 
executory, we will proceed,” 


Herrera said in an interview by 
phone last night. 


Second, third steps 

The next step would be for 
DAR to identify and select the 
beneficiaries. “There will be a 
rescreening because some of 
them may have left the area. So 
from the farmers’ ranks, we will 
identify who are more qualified 
today,” he said. 

‘The third step would entail the 
survey of the land and its subdivi- 
sion based on the number of ben- 
eficiaries, and productivity of the 
propegry, among other things. 


The first three steps could 
be undertaken simultaneously, 
according to the undersecre- 
tary. 


Fourth step 

The fourth step would be for 
DAR to forward the claim fold- 
er to Land Bank of the Philip- 
pines so it can assess the value 
of the property and pay the 
landowner in cash and trust 
bonds. 

Once this is completed, what 
follows is the registration of the 
title in the name of the Republic 
of the Philippines, and the reg- 


istration of the individual 
Transfer Certificate of Title con- 
taining the Cloa, according to 
Herrera. 

The Cloa will then be issued 
to the farmer beneficiaries. On- 
ly then can the farmers till the 
Jand. 

“The whole process can take 
eight months to one-and-a half 
years,” Herrera said. “If there 
are no problems, we can finish 
itin eight months.” 

Even if the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Law expires in 
June 2008 and is not extended, 
DAR would press ahead with 


the coverage of the estate, 
along with other landholdings 
with notice of coverage. 


Big part of battle won 

“DAR is committed to com- 
plete coverage of landholdings 
‘which are issued with notice of 
coverage beyond 2008,” Her- 
rera said. 

While they're back to square 
one, the farmers have “won a 
big part of the battle,” he added, 
referring to the President's or- 
der placing the contested land 
under CARR “This is a big victo- 
ty for them.” » 
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GMA rating slips some more despite Erap pardo 


ONE OUT OF TWO FILIPINOS APPROVED 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo's decision to 
pardon former President and convicted plun- 
derer Joseph Estrada. Nevertheless, Ms Ar- 
royo's satisfaction rating fell to net -16 from 
the previous quarter’ net -11, according to a 
survey by the Social Weather Stations. 

“[T]he President did not gain from the 
pardon because those who agreed with it 
were even more dissatisfied with her than 
those who disagreed with it,” SWS said in a 
statement released yesterday. 

‘According to the SWS, majority or 54 
percent of respondents agreed that Ms Ar- 
royo's decision to pardon Estrada after he 
was convicted of plunder “was good for the 
country.” About one in every five or 23 per- 
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36 percent were satisfied with the Presi- 
dent’s performance while 48 percent were 
dissatisfied which gave Ms Arroyo a net sat- 
isfaction rating of -12. 
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BI exceeds ’07 target 


THE CONTINUED 
influx of foreigners 
into the country has 
enabled the Bureau 
of Immigration (BD 
to surpass its 2007 
collection target, 
posting an income 
of more than P1.56 
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missioner Marcelino 
Libanan said the 11- 
month collection was 
higher by P180 mil- 
lion than the P1.3 
billion target for the 
period. 

“As of the end of 
‘November, the BI has 
surpassed the P1.46- 
billion income that it 
registered in 2006, 
thus maintaining the 
steady rise in the 
agency's revenues 
over the past five 
years," Libanan said. 
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PAF officer 
shoots aide 
over drinks 
in Basilan 


By Tarra Quismundo 


A PHILIPPINE AIR FORCE OFFICE 
to Mindanao to lead the PAF’ 

efforts in Basilan is under military 
after he fatally shot his right-hand m; 


misunder 
had an exchange. ‘These 
e not supposed to happen but it 
said PAF chief Lt. Gen. Hora 
ino, who was reached by phone 

while visiting airmen in Pal: 
Lt. Col. Epifanio Panzo Jr 


atthe 355th A 
Pampanga that 
ke public 


p 
an initial field report, Pa 
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ilan at d 9:30 p-m. on Dec. 1 
Jared each other... they both drew 
their guns, but Fernande 


Tolentinc 
He said Apud may b 
Villamor 
while 
Despite the incident, the 
ing projects in Basilan w 
planned, Tolen aid. 
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United State 
California, at the a 
nounced, 
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the Philipp 
a member of the Corps of En 
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Jobless rate 
down in ’07, 
says survey 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE JOBLESS RATE DROPPED TO 6.3 PER- 
cent of the labor force in October from 7.3 
percent in the same month last year, in what 
the government said was a natural conse- 
quence of a robustly growing economy. 

Based on the Labor Force Survey re- 
leased yesterday by the National Statistics 
Office, there were some 2,261,700 unem- 
ployed persons in October out of a total la- 
bor force of 35.9 million, or 6.3 percent of 
all workers. 

Conversely, the number of employed per- 
sons was 33,638,300 for an employment 
rate of 93.7 percent. 

Myrna Asuncion, head of the National 
Economic and Development Authority poli- 
cy and planning department, said the drop 
in the unemployment rate meant there was 
an increase in the number of people gener- 
ating income. This supported the earlier re- 
port on the growth of the Philippine econo- 
my that beat most forecasts, she said. 


Economic indicator 

“More people are now earning income. 
This isa reflection of the economy's perfor- 
mance,” Asuncion said in an interview. 

‘The economy, as measured by the gross 
domestic product (GDP), grew by 7.1 per- 
cent year-on-year in the first three quarters 
of 2007. This has kept the economy on 
track to surpass the official growth target 
rate of between 6.1 and 6.7 percent for the 
entire year. 

‘The GDB the most common yardstick of a 
country’s economic performance, is the 
sum of all goods produced and services ren- 
dered within an economy during a period. 

The NSO said nearly half, or 48.8 per- 
cent, of all employed persons in October 
belonged to the services sector. The sector, 
which recorded the fastest growth among 
key sectors of the economy so far this year, 
includes the booming business process out- 
sourcing (BPO) industry which counts call 
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the same period last year. 
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ais i ‘ September, while the industry sector 
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icy cool PHILIP. MORRIS MENTHOL KING í j Ernest Santiago 
SIZE fliptop box 20's pack in one hand — and a 


brand new APPLE IPOD® Nano in the other! : : : g murder suspect 


POLICE HAVE ARRESTED ONE OF THREE 
alleged killers of lifestyle icon Ernest Santi- 
ago in Pagsanjan, Laguna, late Tuesday af- 
temoon. 

Pagsanjan Mayor George “E.R.” Ejercito 
Estregan, however, would only identify the 
suspect as “Zosimo” because police were 


. still on the trail of the two other suspects, 
a Estregan said the three had been “very 

i a close” to Santiago. 
ho . He said the two suspects who were at 
large were seen at the wake for Santiago at 


Santuario de San Antonio in Forbes Park in 

4 Makati City. 
Santiago's bloodied body was discovered 
ii in his bedroom in his Pagsanjan home on 
Sunday moming. He had apparently been 
struck in the head with a hard object. Mar- 
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Moral fakery 


N THE DICTUM IMMORTALIZED BY EULOGIO RO- 
I driguez, “politics is addition.” And there is no 
greater believer in the wisdom of that statement 
than President Macapagal-Arroyo. While populist presi- 
dents believe in wholesale addition—in the summoning 
up, and manipulation of, public opinion—our operator- 
presidents believe in consolidating support, one leader 
at a time. The reason for this is that 
EDITORIAL public opinion is fickle, but once 
earned (or bought) the support of in- 
dividual leaders is much more predictable, if not de- 
pendable. 

‘Traditional politicians, from Jose Avelino (of “What are 
we in power for?” fame) to Jose de Venecia, all know, too, 
that they are not saints—a convenient justification for 
wallowing in political sins. That being the case, the Presi- 
dent pragmatically offers, not redemption, but sur- 
vival—for herself, and her allies. With this offer comes 
what must be, for our political class, a welcome pragma- 
tism that refuses to make value judgments on those allies. 
The priority is upholding the common devotion to power; 
the only obstacle is public opinion. 

It is in this context that the hastily postponed pardon 
for convicted pedophile Romeo Jalosjos must be placed. 
He continues to be influential in his home province, and 
he has never been coy about supporting the President. 
Last weekend, when he almost regained his freedom, it 
came, not as a bolt of lightning out of the blue, but after 
the possibility, indeed, probability, of a pardon was dan- 
gled in the media for months. 

The President may have feigned anger and sur- 
prise—shocked, shocked, she was, to hear of itl—but it 
‘was just that. Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez obligingly 
looked for scapegoats in the lower levels of the bureau- 
cracy. Chief Presidential Legal Counsel Sergio Apostol 
was less mentally dishonest and said the pardon was 
‘withdrawn because of a public clamor. And the Palace, as 
awhole, tried to downplay the Jalosjos pardon by point- 
ing to the administration's policy of granting clemency to 
all prisoners who reach the age of 70. 

But the Palace confuses the forest for the trees. No one 
opposes clemency for aged prisoners in principle; but it 
strays a wrong sense of principles if the policy ends up 
restoring freedom first to the most notorious convicts. 
The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines, for 
example, has identified 120 convicts who have reached 
that age, but who have yet to receive a pardon. Yet the en- 
ergies of the government seem to focus, instead, on peo- 
ple like Jalosjos. 

All things being equal, a convicted pedophile should be 
at the back of the line, notin front. 

Our prison system is anchored on the modern idea that 
offenders must be punished by separation from society, 
but also given every chance to show contrition: the hope 
of reform should never dim except in the most heinous of 
cases. The President's policy, then, in light of this, betrays 
another flaw. It is a humanitarian policy but ignores the 
very real possibility that there may be offenders who de- 
serve to be released, not just because of their age, but be- 
cause of good behavior. However, nothing to encourage 
this has been done—which would serve as an incentive to 
the correctional, and not just punitive, role our jails 
should play. 

Instead, the country once again fell victim to the cyni- 
cal calculations of the authorities: that a controversial 
act, if done on a weekend, won't be noticed. To make sure 
of it, the action was leaked months in advance. The only 
surprise was that the public noticed, anyway, and object- 
ed, forcing a Palace retreat. As with all retreats, political 
or military, someone ends up left behind. In this case, 
Jalosjos. 

Yet the former congressman knows he needs the Presi- 
dent and that his value only comes in when she needs 
votes in the House of Representatives. She can afford to 
leave him dangling, but one thing is certain: she will find 
a way to soothe his ruffled feelings, though for now she 
will claim her feelings are as ruffled as the public's. If that 
isn’t moral fakery, we don’t know whatis. 
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HOW CAN THE RAPIST OF AN 11-YEAR-OLD 
girl, sentenced to two life terms in prison, be 
released after serving only 14 years—years 
which were not all spent behind bars but out- 
side of it? Romeo Jalosjos was allowed by 
prison authorities to build his own rest house 
ina subdivision in the outskirts of the New Bili- 
bid Prisons. 

Prisons Director Ricardo Dapat’s excuse is 
that the subdivision is considered “still part of 
the reservation.” 

Doesn't that defeat the intent of the law, that 
convicted prisoners be confined behind bars? 
Lets face it, Jalosjos is a privileged prisoner in- 
side Munti because he has plenty of money. 
While poor prisoners sleep on the bare cement 
floor, Jalosjos has his own rest house, with per- 
haps an air conditioner or at least electric fans; 
he has his own tennis court inside the prison 
and other privileges of wealth. The intent of 
the law is to make the convicted felon suffer in- 
side prison to pay for his crime. Has that hap- 
pened to Jalosjos? 

Now prisons officials were about to release 
him prematurely, acting entirely on their own, 
without any orders from the President who is the 
only person authorized to grant executive 
clemency. The release papers were already fin- 
ished and Jalosjos’ constituents in Zamboanga 
del Norte were already celebrating for his home- 
coming. Luckily, the media reported his impend- 
ing release and GMA, “upset” at the news (ac- 
cording to Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez), or- 
dered his continued confinement in prison. 

Can prisons officials, without any direct or- 
ders from the President, release prisoners prema- 
‘urely? I don't think so, but why has not the Pres- 
ident scolded her prisons = this act? 
‘There are a lot of mysterious things going on in- 
side the prisons, and this caper is just the latest. 

How can such a miscarriage of justice hap- 
pen? How did it come about? Because of GMA. 
She commuted Jalosjos’ two life terms to 16 
years, Gonzalez said what is in the mind of the 
President is that Jalosjos can be released when 
he reaches the age of 70. But Jalosjos will rum 
70 only in 2010. So how come he was almost 
released last Dec. 16, without orders from 
Malacafiang? Will wonders never cease? 


1 AGREE WHOLEHEARTEDLY WITH GERRY 
Los Baños who wrote a letter here last Monday 
commenting on the incident where a cop fired 
a shot at former Gov. Josefina dela Cruz's car 
and mauled one of her drivers in an accompa- 
nying vehicle afterward. Los Bafios says his 
sympathies were with the driver, Eduardo 
Magsakay, until he learned that the reason the 
cop, Jethro Lim, did so was that Magsakay, 
who was part of a convoy escorting Dela Cruz, 
had cut off Lim from overtaking the convoy 
and nearly sideswiped him. 

Magsakay’s defense was that he was merely 
following standard procedure in escorting VIPS, 
which is to regard anyone overtaking a convoy 
as a threat to security. Which provoked Los 
Bafios to say: “Last I checked, roads were public 
property, with every licensed driver having 
equal right to them. What is it that gives govem- 
ment officals the idea that they, more than oth- 
ers, should be given the privilege of enjoying a 
larger space of the road?” 

Los Baños recalled that he himself had been a 
victim ofthat same bullying tactics, his attempts 
to overtake a slow-moving Revo escorted by a 
motorcycle cop being thwarted violently by the 
Revo swerving to his side with the intention of 
flicking him off the road. His wife was with him 
at that time on the very side the Revo was 
threatening to ram into, and Los Baños reacted 
to it by blasting his horn. The Revo retorted by 
blaring out a siren. Fortunately for Los Baños, 
the confrontation got no further than that. 

“How many Filipino drivers have been vic- 
timized by siren-blaring vehicles of senators, 
congressmen, mayors, etc? Aren't these con- 
voys illegal in the first place? Why are the pow- 
ers-that-be doing nothing while the law is be- 
ing broken in such a visible and noisy manner? 
There are few proofs better than this that show 
that the rich and powerful in the Philippines 
are exempt from following the lav.” 

I would hazard that the number of Filipino 
drivers who have been victimized that way is 
huge, given that every Christmas when traffic 


As | See It 
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‘Senate President Manny Villar was the 
lone guest at last Monday's Kapihan sa 
Manila, and he said he expects the Senate to 
pass “from three to five priority bills” before 
itadjourns today, the 2008 budget being the 
top priority. Asked about the Cheaper 
Medicines Bill which the Senate has long 
passed, Villar said he expected the House to 
pass its own version also today. 

Asked about the differences between the 
two versions, the Senate president said the 
‘House version has price controls while the 
Senate version has none, relying on compe- 
tition in the free market to force prices 
down. The House version, by the way, has 
been stalled by the objections of Cebu Rep. 
Pablo Garcia who claims the present version 
favors multinational pharmaceutical giants, 
which are responsible for the high prices of 
medicines in the first place. 

‘Analyzing Garcia's objections, it seems he 
is right and the present version of the bill 
may indeed be a booby trap. It is not unusu- 
al for vested interests, when they cannot 
stop the passage of a bill, to have provisions 
inserted in the bill to punch loopholes in it. 
‘That has happened in the Oil Deregulation 
Law and in the Epira law that were, like the 
Cheaper Medicines Bill, intended to break 
the hold of cartels. In the Oil Deregulation 
Law, the transition period was shortened 
toa farce and price controls were abolish 
in the Epira, the provision against cross 
‘ownership was abolished. 

In the present Cheaper Medicines Bill, a 
provision was inserted requiring a presi- 
dential proclamation of an emergency be- 
fore parallel importation can be made. In 
the Intellectual Property Code (IPC), that is 


Road to perdition 
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AF 
becomes an even bigger nightmare that topic 
inevitably crops up in all the parties I go to. I's 
everybody's pet peeve. Fortunately, storytellers 
have managed to live to tell their tale, though 
in some instances, only by the skin of their 
teeth. Or at least not without seeing a gun 
waved in their faces from the retracting win- 
dows of the Black Car 

Tve been a victim of the same thing. I was go- 
ing to the Ateneo some years ago, trying to make 
it on time for a talk through the early moming 
traffic, when I ran into a slow-moving parade of 
cars in Katipunan. My mind being occupied by 
my talk, I did not notice it was a convoy ferrying 
God-Knows-Whom. They were occupying a cou- 
ple of lanes. As I tried to squeeze past them, such 
as that was possible with the battalion of cars, 
jeepneys and school buses, around me, I got loud 
onks from the convoy. One of the cars tried to 
cut me of, probably feeling doubly insulted by 
the idea of a battered-down, decade-old Mit- 
subishi EL intruding on what they presumed to: 
be their sovereign space. I barged on anyway, but 
not before seeing the driver's window roll down. 
and a face emerge its mouth spouting French. I 
rolled down my own window and raised a dirty 


atit. 

T know I shouldn't do those things, but those 
are moments when you do not think. Which is al- 
so quite incidentally why I keep arguing against 
allowing guns in cars: They are an engraved invi- 
tation to mayhem. Fortunately for me, by the 
time this 1 was nearing the Ateneo 
gate and the light at the comer had just turned 
left (this was before the U-turns). Even more for- 
tunately for me, the car did not follow me to the 


not necessary—the government or an au- 
thorized third party can make parallel im- 
portations in the public interest. Another 
provision requires a patent holder's consent 
before others can experiment on the subject 
of the patent, when the “experimentation 
process” is not covered by patent restric- 
tions in the IPC. Do you think a multination- 
al company will give such consent? 

Villar thinks an anti-trust law similar to 
that in the United States should be enacted 
to prevent cartels and monopolies. Enacting 
separate laws for each industry with cartels 
is slow, as we have seen, he said. Another 
cartel that should be dismantled, he agreed, 
is the cement cartel which is behind the high 
prices of cement that are hobbling the con- 
struction industry and putting homes be- 
yond the reach of most Filipinos. 

Cement being vital to the construction in- 
dustry it should be cheap, said Villar, who is 
in real estate development. But almost all of 
our cement factories are owned by a for- 
eign-based cartel that has increased prices 
and persuaded the Department of Trade and 
Industry to impose high tariff rates on 
cheap, imported cement. 

Steel, another vital component of con- 
struction, is also costly, Villar said, adding 
that he hopes our Ione steel mill can be re- 
habilitated so we are not dependent on im- 
ported steel. 

TRIVIA: Former Ambassador Roy Sefieres, 
whom I cited in a previous column for saving 
Sarah Balabagan from execution but who was 
fired by GMA as head of the National Labor Re- 
lations Commission, texted me to say that he 
was not “fired.” 

“ resigned on June 25, 2005,” he said, “af. 
ter she scolded me in the Palace in front of 
some Cabinet officials, ‘for meeting with US 
‘Ambassador Ricciardone and asking him to 
destabilize her.” 

Myther and Friends is holding its Christ- 
mas party tomorrow and asking those who 
are having a difficult time buying raffle 
prizes to donate cash instead. 


‘Ateneo. Though it would have been just as unfor- 
tunate for him, or worse, had he done so, as I 
would truly have crucified him afterward. 

Most everyone I know has a horror story of 
this sort, which gets to be told especially at this 
time of year in gatherings. It never fails to stoke 
people to fury. So, to echo Los Bafios’ lament, 
‘why does this atrocity continue to bedevil us? Or 
‘more to the point, why do we allow it to do so? 

‘Some time ago, Raul Gonzalez justified it by 
saying that public officials deserve the privilege 
because they are doing more important work 
than the ordinary citizens and should therefore 
not be deterred in any way from doing it, Trust 
that idiot to make idiotic statements like that. At 
the very least, what makes it idiotic is that if the 
current occupant of Malacafiang is widely per- 
ceived as the most corrupt and murderous pres- 
ident in modem (and probably not just so) 
lippine history, and if public officials, partic- 
ularly appointive ones, are there to help her car- 
1y out those functions, then it behooves us to 
deter them in every possible way, not least by 
snarling them in traffic. That way they can steal 
and murder less, At the very most what's idiotic 
about it is that I, an ordinary citizen, do a lot 
more intelligent things in one day than Gonza- 
Jez will ever do in his lifetime. 

‘There is no justification for it, and if you still 
need proof of it, you have this to show how 
over the last few years democracy has turned 
to autocracy, equality and fraternity have 
tumed into rank and privilege, decency and 
consideration have turned into iniquity and 
‘oppression. To find comparisons for the way 
the convoys of Very Important Persons, or the 
Feeling Important Persons, demand to have a 
clear road ahead of them you have to go back 
to antiquity to the time when Roman generals 
rode on chariots and their drivers lashed out 
with a whip at the slaves cluttering up the road 
to get out of the way. That situation on our 
roads today says a great deal about the road 
we've taken as a country of late. 

The road to perdition. 
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‘TOWARD THE END OF NOVEMBER, QUEEN 
Elizabeth told the Commonwealth leaders gath- 
ered in Uganda that they must listen carefully to 
the voices of the ordinary people in their coun- 
tries. They must have gasped in astonishment: 
here was the queen of the country that had held 
their countries as colonies for centuries, telling 
them now to listen to what their people were say- 
ing, The queen was right on target, but unfortu- 
nately political leaders are not programmed to 
listen to the poor. 

‘A few days later, at a seminar sponsored by the 
Canadian Catholic Organization for Develop- 
ment and Peace, community organizers from Asia 
and Latin America spelled out how to compel 
leaders to listen. To be heard, poor people must 
be organized and engage in the political life of the 
country. Without such power, poor countries like 
the Philippines will make little progress overall 
and may even end up under populist dema- 
gogues, such as Venezuela's Hugo Chavez. 

One after another the organizers explained how 
they had taken the first steps toward political pow- 
er. Four young women from East Timor said they 
have two priorities: to help women operate veg- 
etable gardens (1,000-2,000 sq m per woman) and 
to help them win local elections to gain political 
power. They have helped several women into office 
atthe village level. In Central Java, the Brotherhood 
and Sisterhood of Peasants ran candidates in the 
last election in 10 rural districts where they work. 
They won in seven. Now they train the winners in 
the basics of governing, In the Madras area of India, 
the Immaculate Conception Sisters helped farmers 
win many elections. In the Philippines, the same 
movement of poor people into political office was 
seen during the last barangay election. From Ca- 
marin, Caloocan, to Paco Estero, the railroad tracks 
of Sampaloc, and Navotas and all the way to Infan- 
ta, Quezon, and General Santos City, poor people 
backed by people's organizations won political of- 
fice and greater control over their community situa- 
tions. 
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If the poor run their own candidates for office 
successfully, they gain immediate resources for 
their work, and they can negotiate with candidates 
higher up on the political ladder who may not be 
poor but who need the votes of the poor. In ex- 
change for their votes, the poor can demand that 
they be treated as a regular political constituency, 
for whom the politicians must work just as they do 
for businessmen, landowners and other well-off 
sectors. Ifthe poor have enough local support, they 
themselves can run for higher office, Today the 
barangay, tomorrow city hall. 

Certain necessary steps which should be taken 
by the poor people's groups before entering local 
politics were also described at the CCODP meeting. 
First, they must organize, preferably around apolit- 
cal issues, such as land, basic services, coops, etc. 
These are (hopefully) easier issues in which the 
groups can build their strengths. All members, but 
especially the leaders, must be trained to be ac- 
countable to one another. The people must respect 
their leaders and exercise group discipline, but they 
should also be critical of leadership. The farmers 
group in General Santos City mentioned above 
broke with the party-list group they had supported 
in previous elections because the party-list group 
did not help them with their concrete issues. All 
leadership, just as the Church itself, must be contin- 
ually reformed. 

Secondly, women especially should be trained 
and groomed for office, since they are proving 
throughout Asia to be the most conscientious 
leaders, especially in urban areas, 

Third, leaders must be trained to study the 
root causes of the problems they face, the ways 
and motivation of the powerful and what people 
are doing in other places about similar problems. 


“How to avoid a populist demagogue 


A study of the rise and current problems of Hugo 
Chavez might be useful. 

Finally, it is necessary to strengthen people's 
group by increasing the incomes of members. In 
East Timor it was vegetable gardens. Near Davao, 
the way is to grow cassava which brings a good 
price if the farmers are also helped to know the 
market in all its vagaries. 

‘Throughout Asia, people’s groups are growing, 
which should be seen as a very hopeful sign of de- 
velopment. If they don't multiply, the poor will re- 
main as they are now at election time, a mass of 
onlookers who have no say over who is nominat- 
ed or what the platform is, and who are easily ma- 
nipulated with airy promises, a few handouts and 
an engaging personality. 

If the people's initiative don’t grow in the Philip- 
pines, the country’s poor who make up 50 to 60 per- 
Cent ofthe population (the urban poor alone consti- 
tute 25 percent of the electorate), they will remain 
vulnerable to a populist demagogue, a person with 
former President Joseph Estrada's appeal, but with 
more political cunning and more ruthless ambition. 
‘The coming to power of such a person will probably 
lead to the end of democracy. 

Raul Isaias Baduel, former defense chief of 
Venezuela and a long-time friend and fellow offi- 
cer of Chavez, explained in The New York Times 
(Dec. 1, 2007) that his country’s problems came 
about because the elite never listened to the poor: 
“The elite never understood—and still don’t un- 
derstand—the need to include, in every sense, 
the millions who have been kept at the margins of 
the decision-making process because of their 
poverty. President Chavez led the poor to believe 
that they were finally being included in a govern- 
‘mental model that listened to them and would re- 
duce poverty and inequality.” 

He said Chavez is now also forgetting to listen 
tothe ordinary people. 


Denis Murphy works with the Urban Poor Associ- 
ates. His e-mail address is upa@pldtdsl.net 


Keep an eye on your daughters 


I THOUGHT THE COUNTRY HAD AT LEAST 
three more years before having to contend with 
Romeo Jalosjos on our streets. Td even joked that 
parents of 10-year-old girls had better keep them 
under lock and key three years from now, because 
the congressman-rapist liked 'em young. 

‘Well, parents better keep an eye on their pre- 
pubescent girls right now, because Jalosjos will 
soon be walking out of the Bilibid compound a 
free man, even if his long walk to freedom has 
been delayed a whil 

But make no rake about it. Even if Mala- 
cafiang supposedly paid attention to “public clam- 
or" and ordered authorities to re-compute the time 
Jalosjos has left to serve, Jalosjos will be released 
sooner rather than later. President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo, who commuted his double life sentence in 
the first place, and officials of the Bureau of Cor- 
rections, who can't seem to do enough to pleasure 
the former congressman, are merely biding their 
time. All they're waiting for is a softening of public 
opinion toward the soon-to-be-ex-convict, or tem- 
porary amnesia on the part of the people, and be- 
fore we know it, probably under the cover of dark- 
ness as in the case of Lance Corporal Smith of the 
Subic rape case fame, and Jalosjos will have flown 
the coop. Maybe even after a tennis game or two in 
the tennis court he had built in Bilibid. 

‘The Bilibid chaplain argues that in the years he 
has spent in Muntinlupa, Jalosjos has been a 
“model” prisoner and paid for his crime against a 
child by good behavior and good works—mainly 
by financing projects for the prisoners and paying 
for the construction of new facilities. 

But he has hardly shown any remorse, and be- 
fore his trial and sentencing had even attempted 
to flee the country, which for other suspects is 
considered an “admission of guilt.” Department 
of Justice officials re-computing his time served 
should also take into consideration the weeks and 
months he has spent in a hospital on one health 
pretext or another. How much time has Jalosjos 
truly spent behind bars? 

‘THE MAGNANIMITY toward Jalosjos is indica- 
tive, I think, of the attitude of many in govern- 


AT LARGE 
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ment and in the justice system toward rape. 
Many judges, for instance, look on rape sur- 
vivors as somehow complicit in their viola- 
tion, As in the case of Karen Vertido, who has 
brought her ordeal not just with her rapist but 
with the court system all the way to the Cedaw 
committee in New York, judges demand that 
women who bring charges of rape prove that 
they lived a blameless life before the crime, 
protested the violation clearly and loudly, and 
physically struggled to the point of risking 
their lives if their stories are to be believed. ` 

In Jalosjos’ case, his victim was a child at 
the time he abused her, even demanding, as 
the girl recalled, that she lift her skirt and 
prove to him that she had not yet had a period. 
Even so, some commentators crassly suggest- 
ed that she could not have been raped because 
she was being paid for her services. As if pay- 
ing for sex with a child excuses or absolves one 
of the crime. In fact, paying a child for sex 
makes the offense doubly offensive. 

There is a view that rape is not “really” a 
crime, because no one died, and survivors can 
and do move on. But I challenge everyone, ev- 
ery male, who holds this opinion that if he truly 
believes this, he must then offer up his girl- 
friend, wife, mother or daughter to rapists be- 
cause, after all, “no crime is being committed.” 


‘THERE is one other aspect to this issue, Lawyer 
Katrina Legarda, who with her colleague Jane 
Ambrosio acted as private prosecutor and suc- 
ceeded against all odds in sending Jalosjos to jail, 
points out that in this country, the age of consent 
to sexs still 14 years old. 

‘This is why the age of Jalosjos’ accuser was such 


a contentious issue, because if it was proven that 
she was 14 or older during her rape, then the issue 
of “consent” could then be entered into the pro- 
ceedings. Katrina appeals to all legislators to amend 
the penal code and raise the age of consent, perhaps 
to 18, which is the threshold of adulthood. 

But even if she were 18, what kind of “equity of 
power" would an 18-year-old have against a pow- 
erful and wealthy congressman? A congressman, 
moreover, who manages to wiggle his way out of 
a double life sentence and who now threatens to 
sue the government because his release is being 
delayed. 

‘And another point: If 14 is the age of consent 

for sex, shouldn't girls be given information and 
education on sexual responsibility and self-de- 
fense before this age? How can our so-called 
“moral betters” be adamantly against sex educa- 
tion and yet accept the sexual exploitation of 14- 
year-olds? Maybe Jalosjos can provide the un- 
comfortable answers. 
IMUST have been still hung-over when wrote 
yesterday's column. Or maybe it was the 
Weather, as Jingjing Romero of Stratos Com- 
munications, who handles Seair’s PR, so kind- 
ly put it. But there were errors in that column 
and here’s my attempt at rectifying them. 

‘The co-founder of Seair we had lunch with 
in Zuzuni (which he also co-owns) is Nick Git- 
sis, and the project consultant of One MGM re- 
sort, who played our most gracious host, is 
Manolito “Lito” Cruz, Ramoncito “Chito” Cruz 
is his brother and they are co-publishers of 
Muse Magazine. One MGM's COO and general 
manager is Rey Fuentes. 

Lito Cruz says Matt Monro Jr. “loved” the 
column, and that just fills my heart with joy! 
“Long Tall Howard” Medina, who handles 
artists brought in by Steve O'Neill Produc- 
tions, which pioneered the importation of re- 
vival acts to this country, says MMJ is “the real 
thing.” He was born after his father legally 
changed his name to Matt Monro, so contrary 
to what we thought, he does go by his real 
namel 


Foundation of a long relationship 


ALMOST EVERYONE CONDEMNS THE MEMO- 
rization of data, which was the backbone of tradi- 
tional history teaching. Unless you join game 
shows and do crossword puzzles for a living, 
there is little practical use for the mass of dates, 
names, places and past events that clog the brain. 
In my classes, historical data do not have to be 
memorized, but students must know where to 
find them when needed and, most importantly, 
find connections between stray pieces of data to 
make a point, or find insight in hindsight. 

When I look back on my history teachers, three 
come to mind as formative models: One high 
school teacher taught me to see how events came 
together and made me ask and answer why things 
happened the way they did. A college teacher was 
such a wonderful storyteller she made me enjoy 
the past simply for what it was. Last but not least, 
there was an eccentric American Jesuit whose pas- 
sion for history was the whole point of the class 
‘whether you got infected or not. 

Despite her reputation as a “terror” teacher to be 
avoided at all cost, I was crazy enough to enroll un- 
der Helen Tubangui for two consecutive Philippine 
History courses. Although I hated her exams, which 
required memorization of a mass of useless infor- 
mation, the sheer exercise of memory must have 
been worth the effort. It was the way she lectured 
that got me hooked, the grand sweep of history de- 
livered authoritatively and spiced with humor all 
delivered in a deadpan manner. Miss Tubangui nev- 
er laughed in class and merely gave a hint of smile, 
like Leonardo da Vinci's Mona Lisa—a smirk actual- 
1y, that everyone believed she developed in her oth- 
er life as a national bridge player. The jocks who un- 
derstood cars marveled that despite her age she 
drove herself to school in a striking lemon green, 
two-door sports car with mag wheels, 

Danton Remoto remembers one question from 
his final exam: "What was the name of Jose 
Rizal's pet dog?” He also remembers the answer 
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he gave—"Usman’—although for most people, it 
‘would be something generic like “Spot” or iconic 
like Pepe en Pilar’s playful watchdog “Bantay.” 
However, Rizal’s writings reveal that the pet dog 
was ‘Alipato.” 

‘The question I remember from my final exam 
was: “What was it that Rizal didn't like about the 
women of Dapitan?” Answer: They didn’t wear 
stockings. 

‘These cannot be considered life changing at 
all, but for all those who cared to listen, we never 
looked at Rizal the same way again, 

One of the requirements to pass Miss Tuban- 
‘gui’s course was to go to the library and do re- 
search in two multi-volume primary sources on 
Philippine history. In the course that covered the 
‘American period, we had to plow through the Re- 
ports of the Philippine Commission and the Annu- 
‘al Reports of the US Governors-General. For the 
Spanish colonial period, we were made to go 
through the 55-volume compilation of documents 
entitled "The Philippine Islands 1493-1898: Ex- 
plorations by Early Navigators, Descriptions of the 
Islands and their Peoples, their History and 
Records of the Catholic Missions, as related in 
Contemporaneous Books and Manuscripts, show- 
ing the Political, Economic, Commercial and Reli- 
gious Conditions of those Islands from their Earli- 
est Relations with European Nations to the Close 
of the 19th Century.” I often attempt to read out 
this kilometric title in one breath, watching my 
students cringe as I turn blue and risk near col- 


lapse at the lectern. With such a title, the compiled 
documents, all translated from the original Span- 
ish, is better known as “BR” or simply “Blair and 
Robertson,” from the duo that compiled, edited 
and annotated everything: Emma Helen Blair and 
James Alexander Robertson. I don't know if Miss 
Blair visited the archipelago, but she worked pa- 
tiently from a cubby hole in the Wisconsin Histori- 
cal Society, while Robertson later served as direc- 
tor ofthe National Library in Manila, 

We were instructed to go over the two-volume 
index of Blair and Robertson to scan the entries un- 
der the letter that corresponded with the first letter 
of our sumames in search of a topic for a short re- 
search paper, I don't remember what I wrote for 
that paper, but I remember being disappointed 
‘when “O” did not yield anything on: Orgy, Ocampo, 
or Orangutan. Everything under my research field 
‘was boring: Ocean, Omen, and Orani, Bataan. Yet 
that first encounter with Blair and Robertson was 
the foundation of a long and fruitful relationship. 1 
may not have read the whole series cover to cover 
twice like O.D. Corpuz, but early in my career at 
writing Philippine history for a general audience, 
Carmen Guerrero Nakpil pointed this out as an in- 
exhaustible source for a lifetime of columns, 

Following Miss Tubangui's example, every 
semester my students are introduced to Blair and 
Robertson and they cough up papers on a wide 
range of topics like; Expulsion of the Jesuits, Mes- 
tizos, Datu Ubal, Miguel Lopez de Legazpi, Con- 
cubinage and Concubines, Slavery, Friars, 
Galleons and Revenue. At the outset, everything 
is an academic exercise in finding relevance or in- 
terest in seemingly useless information, but I 
think the research and the handling of the data 
provide a memorable experience that will hope- 
fully make students look back with fondness on 
their history class and history teaches. 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo,edit 


Three rivers 


IVE BEEN FOLLOWING THE EFFORTS TO “SAVE” THE 
Pasig River, with occasional reports that there's hope, i.e., 
the river has been brought back from near death, and while it 
remains in critical condition, we just might see it revived in a 
few years. 

A lot will of course depend on Metro Manila’s waste man- 
agement system and convincing both industrial firms and 
households not to 
dump more poisons 
into the river That 
might take time. 
People just haven't 
learned to appreci- 
ate how important 


the river is in terms Michael L. Tan 
of culture: it was the —————___&_i 


Pasig that allowed Tagalog culture to emerge and, together 
with it, Metro Manila. In fact, technically, we could speak of a 
Pasig that gave rise to Mega Manila, encompassing Metro 
Manila and parts of Central and Southern Luzon, since the 
Pasig River is connected to the Laguna de Bay. 

In the last year, I took two/tiver cruises—one for Singa- 
pore and the other for the Chao Phrya in Thailand—that 
alerted me to how our neighbors appreciate their rivers, and 
what they've been doing to share this with foreigners. 

I also know many Filipinos are also using the Christmas 
break for travel, and they can consider this a travel tip as 
well. If you have the chance, try out these river cruises as an 
alternative way of sight-seeing. 

Singapore 

Singapore's Changi Airport is great even with long stop- 
overs, and-for nerds like myself, it's mainly because it has 
good bookstores where I can browse for an hour or two. Be- 
sides the shops though, Changi offers a great deal: If your 
stop-over is longer than five hours, you can sign up for a free 
cruise down Singapore River. 

‘Singapore-style, everything is arranged quite efficiently. 
Even as you queue to sign up, airport staff will check with 
you about your flights to make sure you have enough time. 
‘They bus you into the city, load you into river boats for a tour 
of about half an hour, and then you get back to the air- 
port—all in two hours. The bus trip itself is a guided tour, 
with grandmotherly women herding the passengers; they're 
constantly counting to make sure no one escapes into the city 


resi 
plaining Singapore's history, its landmarks, 
projects. The river cruise has a taped American voice ex- 
plaining Singapore's history again but with a focus on how 
the river helped to make Singapore what it is today. I hadn't 
realized how important this river was for the city, from early 
settlements of Chinese migrants, through the colonial period 
and to the present. The river's shape is considered by the Chi- 
nese to be auspicious in terms of feng shui, thus many large 
Singaporean and multinational firms have their offices 
around the river, 

‘The river banks have also gone through a revival in terms 
of old Chinese shophouses. These were built many decades 
ago, their ground floors used as shops while the families 
lived above on the second and third floors. The shophouses 
deteriorated over the years, until city planners saw the po- 
tential of renovating the buildings. Today, they command 
high prices as Singapore's new affluent classes buy the buil 
ings for residences. The ones by the riverfront are now high- 
end coffee shops and resto-bars. 

As we passed by the shophouses, I thought of the areas 
around Escolta and Chinatown. All that’s needed are enter- 
prising real estate and business developers to recharge the 
place, but this depends too on the state of the Pasig River. For 
as long as it remains polluted, with a foul stench, it will be 
difficult to attract investors. 

‘The Singapore river cruise is free, intended to tempt you 
tovvisit Singapore again, and not just for a stop-over. The air- 
port offer is a real bargain because if you do visit Singapore 
as a regular tourist, and want to take the cruise, you have to 
pay about US$10. And don't think it's all serious history 
stuff: the boat ride can be relaxing, just take in the sights. 
Look especially for life-like bronze sculptures of children 


playing by the river. 
Chao Phrya 


Tve taken boats along the Chao Phrya several times, from 
a commercial “taxi” type barge, which goes from one station 
to another, to grand dinner evening cruises. These cruises 
are enjoyable but only take you down the main river. 

Recently, I accidentally discovered a different cruise that 
takes you to the river’ “alleyways.” I had just visited Wat Po 
(the temple with the reclining Buddha) and wanted to take 
the river “taxi” but ended up in one of the river stations that 
was offering what they call “canal cruises,” a route that goes 
deep into the riverside communities, past landmarks like the 
Royal Barges Museum and Wat Arun or Temple of the Dawn. 

‘The boats look like an Asian gondola, but don't imagine this 
to be anything like Venice. The Chao Phrya is polluted, al- 
though not half as badly as the Pasig. The boat ride takes you 
past some very poor areas, which can be depressing, but by and 
large, the tip allows you glimpses into the lives of middle-class 
‘Thais, Taking the trip late afternoon proved to be an advantage 
because I got to see people returning home and unwinding. We 
‘went beneath several bridges, and it was heartwarming to see 
parents returning home with their children. At one point, I saw 
a father carrying his bike on one hand, while using his other 
hand to hold his daughter, as they walked through the bridge. 

T hadn't realized there was so much life around the river. 
‘At one point, I thought I was in Malabon, with flooded 
streets, There were no paved streets at all. Then I realized all 
the houses had little wharfs built into the river. There were 
also concrete embankments built to connect the houses, al- 
lowing pedestrian passage. These were not flooded streets; 
residents had chosen to live, literally, on the river. To move 
around, they can take the boats plying the river. 

So, going down the river, you get to see families cooking, eat- 
ing, watching television. Sometimes, we'd pass someone just 
sitting by the river bank, literally watching the world go by. 

‘The boat didn't just pass homes. There were quite a few 
restaurants, including some up-market ones which were us- 
ing their riverbank location as a come-on. There were several 
temples, too, including one with signs saying, “Feed the fish 
for good luck." There were other buildings that looked like 
warehouses, reminding me again of Manila's Chinatown 
bodegas. 

The Chao Phrya alleyways are not gentrified like Singapore 
Rivers, These are average Thais who depend on the river for 
their livelihood. It could well be Pasig, too, if we worked on it. 

‘The cost? You pay for the entire boat, whether you're all 
alone, a cozy pair, or a rowdy group of eight people. I was 
feeling proud of myself getting the boat for 1,300 baht, until 
a Thai friend told me I should have gone down to 800 baht 
(about P900). 


‘The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 
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Siren 


Insensitive representatives 


millions of Filipinos are mired deep in the bow- 
els of poverty. Five thousand dollars for the 
fare of one person? 

The millions of pesos spent for the junke- 
teers could have been used to feed hundreds of 
street children or to buy textbooks for public 
school children. This is really a rotten govern- 


MANY FILIPINOS CAN'T AFFORD TO EAT AT 
least three full meals a day. Yet, the govern- 
ment didn't mind spending millions of pesos 
for the unnecessarily large entourage that 
traveled with President Macapagal-Arroyo to 
Europe, including around 30 members of the 
House of Representatives, 

‘Whether or not the funds came from the 
public coffers is not the question. The “people's 
representatives” should have considered that 


ment. 


—CLARISSE SAN FELIPE, 
sanfelipe_essirale@yahoo.com.ph 
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Public auction held 
without prior notice 


THIS IS A REACTION TO THE ACQUI- 
sition by the Quezon City government 
(through a public auction) of the UP 
Sikatuna BLISS housing projects phas- 
es I and Il in Diliman. The public auc- 
tion, conducted last Sept. 27 by the 
‘Quezon City treasurer's office to collect 
some P17 million in real estate taxes 
from 1985 to 2007, came as a big sur- 
prise to the more than 2,500 residents 
ofthe two UP Sikatuna BLISS projects. 

The housing projects were devel- 
oped and constructed by the then 
BLISS Development Corp. under the 
Ministry of Human Settlements 
through a usufruct agreement with 
the University of the Philippines. The 
agreement allowed the residents to 
pay the rent in 25 years and to stay 
there for another 25 years. 

‘The Quezon City treasurer's office did 
not bother to list down the names and 
addresses of the residents they were col- 
lecting taxes from. Neither did it send 
them prior notices specifying the taxes 
due or the pertinent tax declarations 
(the residents have not acquired—and 
they will never acquire—titles to the 
units awarded them) as bases for the 
collection of taxes. The owner of the lot 
is UR while that of the buildings is the 
national government represented by the 
National Home Mortgage and Finance 
Corp. (NHMFC) and the Home Guaran- 
ty Corp. (HGO). 

Tt may help the Quezon City treasur- 
ers office to know that after the BLISS 
Development Corp. and the Ministry of 
Human Settlements were abolished 
upon the assumption of the Aquino ad- 
ministration, no other government of- 
fice was immediately designated to 
take over their functions. It was only af- 
ter several years that the NHMFC was 
designated as the collection agency for 
phase land the HGC for phase Il. 

‘Since the Quezon City government 
has acquired ownership of the two UP 
Sikatuna BLISS projects through the 
Sept. 27 public auction, would the res- 
idents now stop paying rent to the 
NHMFC and the HGC and instead start 
paying both rent and real estate taxes 
to the treasurer's office? Or, would the 
residents now be forced to join the 
ranks of informal settlers? 

—ORLY PALACPAC, 
orly1028 @ yahoo.com 
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Alston also critical of non-state actors 


SEN. JUAN PONCE ENRILE DE- 
nounced the report of United Nations 
Special Rapporteur Philip Alston as a 
mere “clerical job.” Enrile added that 
Alston should have just shut up. (In- 
‘quinn, 11/29/07) 

For us, it is the fake ambush victim, 
now senator, who should shut up. The 
Alston report on human rights viola- 
tions in the Philippines was quite objec- 
tive. It castigated not only state institu- 
tions (Armed Forces of the Philippines, 
Philippine National Police, Inter-Agen- 
cy Legal Action Group) but also non- 
state actors (Communist Party of the 
Philippines, New People's Army, vigi- 
lante groups in Davao City, landowners 
and their goons) as responsible for ar- 
bitrary executions in the country. 

As an agrarian reform advocate, we 
find particularly relevant in the Alston 


report that section on the killing of 
peasants in agrarian reform disputes, 
Many peasants asserting their right to 
land under the Comprehensive Agrari- 
an Reform Program have been killed 
by goons of landowners and by al- 
leged members of the NPA, who are 
both opposed to the implementation 
ofthe program, 

Alston also correctly pointed out 
that local government officials “are of- 
ten more interested in protecting the 
holdings of local elites” and police pro- 
tection for peasants “has often been 
strikingly inadequate.” 

—RAFFY REY HIPOLITO, 
advocacy officer, 

Partnership for Agrarian Reform, 
& Rural Development Services 
(PARRDS), 85 K-10th St., 

Kamias, Quezon City 


Clergy scored for lack of activism 


WE ARE SERIOUSLY CONCERNED 
with the lack of activism of Church 
leaders in relation to the moral 
bankruptcy—corruption, cheating 
and lying—of government officials. 
Priests do not remind the faithful that 
it is their duty to fight corruption and 
to demand good governance. The 
priests do not read in churches or dis- 
tribute the pastoral letter of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines, demanding truth and 
good governance. 

One of the greatest stumbling 
blocks to having an intelligent and 
free electorate (to ensure the election 
of good leaders) is the widespread 
poverty in our country. People in want 
can be easily bought and dictated up- 
on by corrupt politicians. Poverty pre- 
vents them from spontaneously mobi- 
lizing themselves to show their indig- 
nation since they lack the necessary lo- 
gistics. Poverty, therefore, has to be 
drastically reduced so that our recur- 
ring leadership problems will be re- 
solved. Some say we have countless 
hectares of farmlands but they forget 
that there are not enough funds to irri- 
gate and develop them because of the 
‘widespread and large-scale corruption 
in our government. We are left, there- 
fore, to slowing down our population 
growth as a practical approach to com- 
bat poverty. 

But the priests have not been brave 
enough to use the pulpit and other 
means at their disposal to instill in 
church members, especially those in 
the provinces, the need to be rational 
and to properly plan the family. They 
should tell the faithful that bringing 
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into this world children that they can- 
not support and who could end up as 
prostitutes in Malaysia or Singapore 
or as exploited domestic helpers in 
other countries is wrong and, possibly, 
even sinful. The priests can limit them- 
selves to preaching natural family 
planning, but the point is: they should 
help solve the problem. 

Tn Pampanga, Gov. Ed Panlilio, in 
the first five months of his term, col- 
lected more “lahar fees” than his two 
predecessors. The funds will be dis- 
tributed to the province, municipali- 
ties and barangays for their projects. 
Good for the entire province. But all 
the mayors and provincial board 
members have ganged up on him to 
remove from the provincial gover- 
ment the authority to collect these 
fees. They are not happy that the 
province's resources have multiplied, 
that the hundreds of millions oflost in- 
come in the past are now being collect- 
ed. And the only logical reason for this 
is, in the past, Pampanga's offi- 
cials—from the ‘governor down to 
provincial board members and to the 
mayors—feasted on the lahar fees by 
themselves to the exclusion of their 
constituents. Now their pockets are 
empty and they are crying for blood. 

Tt appears that many priests are in- 
terested more in “lacing” their church- 
es with gold, which does not benefit 
the faithful. This is a throwback to the 
past. They should take note that today, 
the luxurious European churches of 
the past serve more as tourist sites 
than as houses of prayer and worship. 

FRANCISCO ALCUAZ, 
pacoaleu@zpdee.net 


Congress urged to pass 
Cheaper Medicines Bill 


WILL THE 14TH CONGRESS BE ABLE TO 
pass the Cheaper Medicines Bill? 

In 2005, I urged our lawmakers, for the sake 
of our country and our people, to give the bill 
priority and pass it before the 13th Congress 
shall have adjourned. A representative assured 
me that the bill would be passed if there was a 
quorum. Unfortunately, the majority of our 
representatives did not attend the final ses- 
sions of the 13th Congress. Had the bill been 
passed, it would have been one ofthe few lega- 
cies of the 13th Congress 

Last Sunday, I chanced upon the same repre- 
sentative. I shared with him my concerns about 
a similar bill, specifically, the likelihood of the 
14th Congress failing to pass it as promised by 
‘Speaker Jose de Venecia several days ago. 

Once again, I am urging Congress to finally 
pass the new and revised version of the bill 
(now House Bill 0001), the first bill to be filed 
on the first day of the 14th Congress. 


—JERRY A. QUIBILAN, 
Grusaders for Peace, 
Prosperity, Unity and Love, 
Jerryaquibilan@yahoo.com 


IP you have any complaints, grievances or 
suggestions about the treatment of news and 
photos by the Inquirer, you may write to the 
Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague and Mas- | 
cardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to 
Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail reader- | 
sadvocate@ inguirencom.pht 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested 
to include their complete address and telephone 
or pager number or e-mail address for verifica- 
tion purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any 
leteer unless such information is supplied. 
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Chopper rented by US Army shot at 


By Julie Alipata Inquirer Mindanao and Nikko Dizon in Manila 


ONE PERSON WAS WOUNDED WHEN A HELI- 
copter supplying US military advisers in Mindanao 
‘was fired on, the US Embassy said yesterday. 


The Philippine military con- 
firmed Monday’s attack and 
said the aircraft was chartered 
by a US defense contractor. 

“Barly on Dec. 17, a civilian 
helicopter conducting a routine 
support and logistics flight with 
the Joint Special Operations 
Task Force was hit by small- 
arms fire over Basilan Island,” 
US Embassy press attaché 
Karen Schinnerer said. 

“One individual aboard suf- 
fered minor injuries from fly- 
ing debris. All personnel are 
safe and accounted for,” she 
added. “The helicopter landed 
at the airfield in Zamboanga 
without difficulty.” 

The Bell helicopter encoun- 
tered “hostile ground fire” from 
unidentified men while flying 
over the town of Tipo-Tipo, said 
Filipino Marine Brig. Gen. Juan- 
cho Sabban, 

Small groups of US military 
advisers are providing training 
and intelligence data to Filipino 
troops hunting a number of Is- 
lamic militant groups in Basilan 
and the nearby island of Jolo. 

Sabban said the helicopter 
was chartered by US defense 
contractor Dyncorp and was on 
its way back to Zamboanga City 
from Jolo, where it delivered 
supplies to US forces there. 

Filipino troops have been dis- 
patched to the area to investi- 
gate, the general said. 

“That area is known for the 
presence of the Abu Sayyaf and 
MILE” Saban said, referring 
to the separatist Muslim guer- 
rilla group Moro Islamic Liber- 
ation Front, which is holding 
peace talks with the Philippine 
government. 

“Aircraft passing the area are 
usually fired on,” he added. 

Maj. Gen. Nelson Allaga said 
there were no US troops in the 
helicopter. 

US troops are staying at AFP’s 
Camp Bautista in Sulu with the 
Philippine Army’s 104th In- 


fantry Brigade. 

Sabban said it was normal for 
helicopters, like those of the 
AFP to be shot at in Basilan. 

“They even shoot at the 
moon,” he said. 

US Navy Lt. Commander 
Melissa Schuermann, public af- 
fairs officer of the Joint Special 
Operations Task Force Philip- 
pines (JSOTFP), which is based 
in Zamboanga City, confirmed 
the incident. 

‘The mayor of the town of Un- 
kaya Pukan, where the heli 
copter was to deliver supplies, 
said US personnel were aboard 
the helicopter. 

Mayor Joel Maturan said the 
helicopter, being flown by US 
pilots, was trying to land in his 
town around 7 a.m. 

He said the helicopter was 
bringing in American military 
officers for a meeting with town 
engineer Abdulmajid Pattah in 
connection with road projects 
inthe town, 

“We were worried because 
we were supposed to meet the 
American military officers 
through our engineer but we 
heard shots and we saw the 
low-flying helicopter trying to 
inch up and abandon the land- 
ing,” Maturan said. 

Maturan said in a report later 
submitted by militiamen, it was 
learned that the armed men po- 
sitioned themselves “some- 
where between the village of 
Bohe Suyak under Unkaya 
Pukan and Silangkom village in 
Tipo-Tipo Central.” 

“They sprayed bullets on the 
helicopter that was on the ma- 
neuvering stage for a final touch 
down around 7 a.m.,"he said. 

Maturan said the incident al- 
so prompted the Americans to 
abandon the meeting and the 
signing of a memorandum of 
agreement for the projects. 

‘Schuermann denied the re- 
ports, saying nobody was 
harmed. With a report from AFP 
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Mayor won’t yield son to lawmen enforcing custody ruling 


By Carla P. Gomez 
Inquirer Visayas 


CEBU CITY—THE NATIONAL 
Bureau of Investigation could 
not locate Pulupandan Mayor 
Magdaleno Pefia and his three- 
year-old son in Negros Occiden- 
tal as of Tuesday. 

NBI Bacolod chief Mamerto 
Cortez said they tried to imple- 
ment an order of the Supreme 
Court directing their agency to 


tum over custody of the three- 
year-old boy to his mother, ac- 
tress and TV host Marie Roxanne 
“Plinky” Recto. Recto and Peña 
have been locked in a Jong legal 
battle over custody of their son. 
However, Cortez said Peña 
was not in his house in Barangay 
Ubay, Pulupandan when NBI Ba- 
colod Special Investigator Geovel 
Aperio went there Tuesday. 
Peña, when reached for com- 
ment on Tuesday through his 


cellular phone, said he was 
traveling in the south and that 
his son was with him. 

However, he would not say if 
he was in Negros, the Philip- 
pines or out of the country. 

Peña said that while he re- 
spects the SC decision, a Court 
of Appeals decision that the SC 
seeks to enforce should have 
been stayed until it was final 
and executory. 

The policy of the SC has been 


for both parents to have shared 
custody in the upbringing of 
their child, Peña said. 

Peña said he would bring the 
child to the Supreme Court in 
time. 

In its decision, the Supreme 
Court said tuming over the child 
to Recto was enforcement in part 
of the CA decisions on Sept. 15, 
2006 and Jan. 24, 2007. 

‘The CA rulings said the boy is 
below seven years old and is an 


illegitimate child. 

Under Article 176 of the Fam- 
ily Code, illegitimate children 
should be under the sole 
parental custody of their moth- 
er, the SC said. 

“She has the right to keep 
him in her company. She can- 
not be deprived of that right, 
and she may not even re- 
nounce or transfer it except in 
cases authorized by the law,” 
the High Court ruled. 


Bersamin slay recalled a year after in Abra 


By Frank Cimatu 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


PENARRUBIA, ABRA—THE 
mastermind of the murder of 
Rep. Luis “Chito” Bersamin Jr., 
whose first death anniversary 
was observed on Sunday, Dec. 
16 in simple rites in the 
province, will be revealed this 
week, according to the slain 
lawmakers eldest daughter. 

“We will finally leam the mas- 
termind in the killing of my father. 
Irs not as simple as we first 
thought; I believe it was a conspir- 
acy” said Charri Bersamin. 

She said the three ‘John Does” 
included in the charge sheet 
might finally be identified and 
their identification would help es- 
tablish conspiracy in the murder 
of her father. 


Confessions 

Chari said the findings were 
based on police evidence and the 
confessions of former La Paz Vice 
Mayor Freddie Dupo and his 
cousin, Sonny Taculao, who were 
arrested in October in their hide- 
outin Rizal. 

Dupo and Taculao, who are de- 
tained in the Philippine National 
Police headquarters in Camp 
Crame, are the main suspects in 
the killing of Representative 
Bersamin and his bodyguard, 


SPO1 Adelfo Ortega, last year in 
front of Mt. Carmel Church in 
Quezon Clty, Representative 
Bersamin was attacked after he 
attended the wedding of a niece. 
Another suspect in the 
Bersamin slaying, Salvador Bar- 
bosa, died of leptospirosis in 
Manila in September, Charri said. 
Former soldier Rufino Panday 
surfaced a few days after the 
killing and confessed his role as 
lookout and supplier of the get- 
away vehicles. He implicated 
Dupo, Taculao and former Gov. 
Vicente Valera in the murder. 


Retraction 

Panday has since retracted his 
confession but he is still among 
those charged in Bersamin’s 
murder 

Valera has denied participation 
inthe murder He ran for represen- 
tative of Abra in the May 14 elec- 
tions this year but lost to Lagayan 
Mayor Cecilia Luna in the race. 

Bersamin said she was the one 
tasked by the family with follow- 
ing up the case of her father. 

She said with this task, she had 
to give up her grocery business in 
the capital town of Bangued and 
had to maintain only a small busi- 
ness in Metro Manila. 

She said she would not allow 
any compromise and work to give 
her father justice. 


“Hindi ko ipagpapalit ang kaso 
ng Tatay ko (1 won't trade my fa- 
thers case for anything),” she said. 

Chari said she still receives 
death threats through text mes- 
sages and has been tailed by peo- 
ple in unmarked vehicles but she 
has learned to live with it. 

Masses commemorating the 
death anniversary of Bersamin 
were offered in select churches in 
Abra last Sunday. After Mass, fami- 
ly members gathered for lunch at 
the family’s house in Bangued. 

TF her dreams were any indica- 
tion, Charti said her father is fi- 
nally relieved over the progress of 
the case. 

“During the first months [of his 
death], I would dream of him and 
Ineed to be hugged by him for re- 
assurance. Now, whenever I 
dream of him, he was distant but 
smiling,” she said. 

Gov. Eustaquio “Kit” Bersamin, 
younger brother of the slain law- 
maker and an eyewimess to the 
killing, said he distanced himself 
from the case to show impartiality. 

“I can't be compared to him. 
Malayo ang ginawa niya (My broth- 
erhad done many things)” he said. 

“He was in polities for 25 years. 
Hindi ko kayang tapatan. Pero 
ibubuhos ko lahat ang kaya ko (I 
cannot match his accomplish- 
ments but I will try my best)," the 
governor said. 


ABRA GOV. Eustaquio “Takit” Bersamin carries one of the stags 


which he jointly bred with his stain brother Abra Rep. Luis “Chito” 
Bersamin. The Bersamin brothers are known cock breeders. 
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Native huts 
pushed as 
alternative 
classrooms 


By Delmar Carino 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET—RE- 
alizing the role of indigenous ap- 
proaches to learning, the De- 
partment of Education (DepEd) 
in the province has required all 
public schools to build native 
huts in their campuses as alter- 
native learning sites. 

Dr. Mary Namuhe, Benguet 
schools division superinten- 
dent, named as “School Adivay 
Parks” the learning areas where 
the huts were built and encour- 
aged parents and teachers to 
initiate the project. 

The schools launched the 
project in November, during 
the Adivay celebration, the 
province's annual cultural 
gathering, which also began 
the yearlong search for the 
best parks. 

The “School Adivay Parks” 
aim to provide an alternate 
learning venue for students 
where they could be provided 
with a friendlier and more re- 
laxed learning environment, 
Namuhe, said. , 

“It would display and exhibit 
the least learned competencies 
in the previous lessons and in 
all subject areas [so we can] im- 
prove on them,” she said, 


For slow learners 

Pureza Tarnate, Benguet Spe- 
cial Educational Center teacher, 
said the park is “very effective” 
in helping her handicapped stu- 
dents, whom she said are “slow 
earners.” 

The school has 219 students 
and Tarnate, 62, handles the 52 
slow learners. 

“The maps, pictures and 
drawings displayed in the huts 
aroused their interest to learn 
more. They mentioned them 
during the regular class hours,” 
she said. 

Namuhe said the native huts 
could boost leaming competen- 
cies since each of the subject ar- 
eas would have their respective 
huts within the park—English, 
Math, Science, Filipino and the 
component areas of Makabayan. 

The park, Namuhe said, 
would be used as alternate cla 
rooms where classroom prin 
ples and themes would be ap- 
plied and illustrated in the huts 
in the form of instruments or vi- 
sual aids that the students could 
examine during their free time. 


Benchmark 
“Since the huts are made of 
indigenous materials, learning 
would become less formal and 
routine-like,” Namuhe said. 

‘The province has 354 ele- 
mentary schools with 48,816 
students and 51 secondary 
schools with 18,334 students. 
There are 2,406 teachers in 
both levels. 

Namuhe said the project was 
conceptualized as a benchmark 
for DepEd’s program for good 
teaching and learning practices 
under the Secondary Education 
Development and Improvement 
Plan (Sedip). 

She said the School Adivay 
Parks are similar to the learning 
parks o. Zamboanga del Sur pub- 
liescho. s, which were presented 
during ue Sedip general assem- 
bly held in lioilo City recently. 

In the parks, the teachers will 
encourage the buddy system to 
develop collaborative learning 
among students. 

Namuhe said the parks 
would be judged according to 
their effectiveness in increasing 
students’ performances and the 
use of multiple sensory devices, 
tools and instruments that are 
unique, economical and appro- 
priate aids for learning. 
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Inhibition 
of poll exec 
in Batangas 
case sought 


‘THE LEGAL COUNSEL OF BATANGAS VICE 
Gov. Mark Leviste yesterday sought the dis- 
qualification or voluntary inhibition of 
newly appointed Commission on Elections 
Commissioner Moslemen T. Macarambon 
from the Comelec division hearing the peti- 
tion of his rival, Edwin Ermita, son of Exec- 
utive Secretary Eduardo Ermita 

In a motion to disqualify or inhibit 
Macarambon received by the Comelec last 
Dec. 11, the Leviste camp claimed that 
Macarambon, who is yet to be confirmed by 
the Commission on Appointments, will 
have to be extended another ad interim ap- 
pointment by Malacafiang, where Ermita’s 
father is the Executive Secretary, whose of- 
fice releases the presidential appointment. 

Tn a statement quoting him, Leviste com- 
plained about the unseemly haste by which the 
Comelec First Division, headed by Acting 
‘Commissioner Resureccion Borra, has ordered 
the immediate revision of the election returns 
and ballots despite the fact that Ermita has not 
yet paid in full the revision fees of P4.8 million. 

“The unseemly haste is made all the more 
glaring when placed against a similar protest 
filed by Salvador Carlos against Mayor Sher- 
win Gatchalian, which was filed much earlier, 
and where my lawyer, Attorney Quadra is 
likewise the counsel for Gatchalian,” the 
Batangas vice governor said. 

Leviste won in the last elections with a 
lead of more than 19,000 votes over Execu- 
tive Secretary Etmita’s son. 

Leviste’s proclamation was delayed until 
June 30 as a result of moves made by the 
Ermita camp. 

In an earlier interview, Leviste said should 
he lose in the recount, he would consider ap- 
pealing the case to the Supreme Court. 

Official Comelec results showed that 
Leviste got 334,847 votes, followed by Er- 
mita, 316,578; actor Christopher de Leon, 
150,817; Praxedes Bustamante, 2,006; and 
Fortunata Magsombol, 665. 

In July, Ermita filed another protest against 
Leviste accusing him of cheating, acts of ter- 
rorism and intimidation, and contested the 
results in 34 towns of Batangas province. The 
charges, however, were denied by Leviste. 

In October, Quadra filed a motion: té 
dismiss Ermita’s petition, which the Com- 
elec denied. A motion for reconsideration 
was later filed in the same month but the 
poll body rejected it. Marlon Alexander 
Luistro, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Nur aide named 
security exec 


COTABATO CITY—A TRUSTED LIEUTENANT 
of jailed Moro National Liberation Front 
founder Nur Misuari has been named deputy 
national security adviser: 

‘Thambeyapha Jayari Manjoorsa, an oph- 
thalmologist, will join the office of National 
Security Adviser Norberto Gonzales. 

He was appointed last month. 

Manjoorsa, 64, was with Misuari when 
they organized the MNLF in the early 1970s. 
He served as the front’s intelligence chief. 

A graduate of the Centro Escolar University, 
Manjoorsa was among the 90 Moro activists 
that Misuari, then a professor at the University 
of Philippines recruited in 1971. They were 
trained in Malaysia and spearheaded the Mo- 
ro secessionist uprising in 1973. 

From 1997 to 2001, he served as agricul- 
ture secretary of Misuari when Misuari was 
governor of the Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao. 

Jesus Dureza, presidential adviser on the 
peace process, said Manjoorsa's appointment 
was an indication of the government's deter- 
mination to pursue peace in Mindanao. 

‘The MNLF has been complaining of lack 
of involvement of its qualified leaders in re- 
gional and national governance as part of 
its peace pact with the government. Edwin 
O. Fernandez, Inquirer Mindanao 
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Just looking 
at the rice 
terraces 
energizes and 


inspires you’ 


AN IFUGAO woman 
carries newly 
harvested tinawon 
rice stalks on her 
head. 
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By Maribelle Bimohya 
Contributor 


LTHOUGH THE CENTURIES- 
Ax rice terraces of Ifugao have 

been included in the list of en- 
dangered World Heritage sites, these 
hallmarks of Ifugao industry, crafts- 
manship and indigenous knowledge, 
remain an awesome landscape. 


‘This was the shared observation of about 
70 international conservationists, architects 
and experts on traditional landscapes after 
they visited the rice terraces and interacted 
with villagers. 

“Just looking at the terraces energizes and 
inspires you,” said Marc de Caraffe, presi- 
dent of the International Council for Monu- 
ments and Sites’ (Icomos) committee on 
vernacular architecture. 

‘The experts joined the International Con- 
ference on Protecting Endangered Tradi 
tional Landscapes in Banaue town early this 
month. The meeting was organized by Ico- 
mos, an international organization of archi- 
tects, urban planners, archaeologists, an- 
thropologists, historians and other profes- 
sionals involved in heritage conservation. 
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THE PICTURESQUE rice terraces of Mayoyao are among Ifugao’s top attractions. 


‘Still an awesome landscape in Ifugao’ 


Icomos is the only nongovernment orga- 
nization accredited to advise the United Na- 
tions Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization's (Unesco) world heritage 
committee on cultural heritage matters. 


Deterioration 

During the conference held on Dec. 3- 
the experts discussed the status of the ter 
races and came up with recommendations 
on how to address the various issues sur- 
rounding the deterioration of the heritage 
sites. 

“From all the presentations on the vari- 
ous efforts of the provincial government 
and the Save the Ifugao Terraces Movement 
(Sitmo) and the interaction with local folks, 
the group is pleased to know that there is a 
determined and creative effort from the Ifu- 
gao to help restore the terraces,” said Au- 
gusto Villalon, Icomos Philippines chair. 

With the programs already in place, the 
stakeholders must sustain conservation ac- 
tivities with the help of the national and lo- 
cal governments, NGOs and Filipinos in 
general, he said. 

Brenda Saquing, provincial administra- 
tor, said that while the Ifugao people were 
striving to conserve their heritage, they 
were also seeking the help of every individ- 
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ual “who believes in beauty, freedom and 
survival” to pitch in in restoring the rice ter- 
races. 

“After all, the Ifugao rice terraces are not 
the patrimony of the Ifugao alone, but of the 
whole humanity,” she said. 


Recommendations 

The workshops tried to seek recommen- 
dations on how to use heritage as a resource 
for income generation to keep the Ifugao 
from leaving their families’ terraces. 

‘Among the strategies recommended 
were arts and crafts development, market- 
ing of the tinawon rice, and the production 
of organic vegetables, fruits and rice wine. 

‘The experts also believed that the adven- 
ture and agro-eco-tourism industries must 
be strengthened to complement the devel- 
opment of the product industries in Ifugao. 

With this, they agreed to push the im- 
provement of the Bagabag airport in nearby 
Nueva Vizcaya to cut travel time of tourists 
going to Ifugao. The province is at least 10 
hours by land travel from Metro Manila. 

Among the other recommendations was 
to study if abandoned terraces could be 
eased to other farmers or to local govern- 
ments, which should devise ways to make 
these mountain farms productive. 
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“Some Ifugao farmers are practicing a 
system of leasing untilled lands called what. 
Usually the owner will let his farm be tilled 
by another farmer for free for three years. 
On the fourth year, the owner will get half of 
the harvest, provided that he will also share 
in whatever agricultural inputs or labor cost 
needed,” said engineer Norberto Tayaban, a 
rice field owner. 

Tayaban said many professionals who 
could not go to their rice farms preferred to 
let relatives or village mates till the lands in- 
stead of abandoning these. 

“While itis true that there are abandoned 
rice fields, these are usually due to lack of 
‘water in the terraces. We cannot till the land 
without water,” said Perfecta Dulnuan, Ba- 
naue planning and development coordina- 
tor 

Dulnuan, who allows her relatives to till 
her rice fields, said that while rice terrace 
farming was not very profitable, “[we have 
a] responsibility to our ancestors to keep the 
payo or rice fields watered and planted.” 

“There is an unwritten law that we have 
to take care of our inheritance. A member of 
the community who abandons his rice fields 
without a reasonable [explanation] is con- 
sidered lazy and disrespectful of his ances- 
tors’ toil and labor,” she said. 


Everlasting 
to restore old 
Baguio charm 


By Vincent Cabreza 
Baguio City 


EMORIES OF 
couples walking 
through Baguio 


City’s foggy evenings back 
in the 1970s are slowly 
fading, and with them the 
charm of a more sophisti- 
cated summer capital. 

That, at least, is the prevail- 
ing view in tourism circles to- 
day. 

But some of the old residents 
have another theory they have 
started to test: Baguio’s charm is 
really “everlasting,” 

Old Ibaloi women and their 
children have been tending gar- 
dens that hope to grow every 
three months an abundant sup- 
ply of everlasting flowers—the 
prickly variety known more for 
its attractive yellow array when 
strung together into garlands, 
than for its scent 

Between the 1960s and 
1980s, the everlasting garland 
has been a staple for souvenir- 
hunting tourists, alongside the 
miniature sculpture “man-in- 
the-barrel,” strawberries of 
Benguet, and the peanut brittle 
and jams of nuns of the Good 
Shepherd Convent. 

But the garlands began to dis- 
appear from the main display 
areas of the public market. 

The city government has 
been campaigning for a “return 
to old Baguio” as part of its com- 
mitment to the Baguio Centen- 
nial in 2009. 


Old memories 

Local tourism relies too much 
on the old memories to keep the 
summer capital alive, 


Ca) 


EVERLASTING flowers used to be a top seller among Baguio tourists. 


‘Tourism Undersecretary Ed- 
uardo Jarque Jr. recalls his own 
memories about dating his wife 
in Baguio to stress why—to the 
contemporary _tourist—the 
summer capital today has a 
lackluster image. 

“But let us not be lulled. 
Tourism has always been a 
numbers game,” Jarque says. 

He says communities have al- 
ready proven that a place’s at- 
traction often transcends what 
it can provide in terms of good 
roads or the number of hotels 
with hot running water. 

He says the sophisticated 
Baguio can “do a Batanes” by 
drawing “special tourists” who 
are attracted to its snob appeal. 

City tourism officer Benedic 
to Alhambra, however, says con- 
serving what made Baguio 
memorable to tourists must be 
its direction. He asks the women 
ofthe Indayog ti Sabong (Show- 
er of Flowers) movement to re- 
vive the everlasting gardens be- 
hind the Baguio Convention 
Center. 

The women took up the chal- 
lenge because they knew that 
everlasting garlands never real- 
Jy disappeared from the market, 


“just from the memories: of 
Metro Manila visitors,” says 
Marissa Butale, 29. 

Butale supervises and teaches 
the women about the best ways 
to tend to their patches. 


Sense of history 

She also provides the project 
its sense of history. “I grew up 
raising flowers for my parents in 
Lamtang village [in neighboring 
La Trinidad, Benguet], and I al- 
ways associated everlasting 
with the tourists,” she says. 

She spent her youth stringing 
everlasting flowers and selling 
them on the streets. 

“To the Ibaloi, this flower has 
no cultural value. It is not part 
of the rituals and we don't really 
keep them in our houses like we 
do [with] roses today,” she says. 

“But I once saw visitors from 
[the lowlands] with their chil- 
dren, and I realized they wore 
their school uniforms with an 
everlasting pinned to their 
lapels. To them, the everlasting 
was magical. 

“We have vegetable farms, 
but we often earn back our 
vestments from the sale of gar- 
lands. It doesn’t take too much 
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time to plant and grow the ever- 
lasting. Ittakes us three months, 
and then we can sell them.” 

A family earns P50,000 each 
year from a 250-square-meter 
patch of everlasting. 

These days, it is—of all 
places—Tondo, Manila, which 
is the steady buyer of Baguio ev- 
erlasting. 

“Tondo residents use_ever- 
lasting in their annual fiestas, 
and we are their only source. 
Everlasting only blooms here. 
We tried planting the patch in 
Tagaytay City and Nueva Viz- 
caya, but they did not take well 
to warm weather,” Butale says. 

She often shows strangers her 
thumb as part of her lectures 
about the everlasting trade. The 
finger is bruised and marked 
with healed puncture wounds. 

A garland of everlasting sells 
at P20 today, but retailers spend 
many hours stringing the flow- 
ers to avoid being pricked by 
their texture 

“[think this is one reason only 
a few continue selling the gar- 
lands. I have been doing this for 
years, yet I need about 15 min- 
utes to string together four gar- 
land pieces,” Butale says. 


Photographer returns 
to first love for healing 


By Tonette Orejas 
Angeles City 


IMPLE LA MU 

(They are only sim- 
ple). Nothing spec- 

tacular about them.” 

Mario Pamintuan, called the 
“master of frontal attack” in the 
art of photography in the 
1980s, tends to belittle his cur- 
rent output of 38 color pho- 
tographs. He has reasons. 

Pamintuan hasn't touched a 
shutter button since his last ex- 
hibit in 1999, selling all his 
Nikon and Mamiya systems 
even because, he thought, 
“mate na ku (I will die soon).” 

Then, too, he returned to his 
first love by using only a point- 
and-shoot digital camera—the 
modern version of the “Insta- 
matic” that he had not ever 
touched in his younger days. 

He was rather uneasy with 
the shift. When he was 12 years 
old, Rolleiflex was his camera, a 
hand-me-down from his father 
Alberto, chief of the photo de- 
partment of the defunct Clark 
Air Base from 1948 to the late 
1950s. 

He plunged back to photog- 
raphy, not for the art of it or an 
attempt to reestablish himself. 
It is chiefly for healing the body 
of this 56-year-old image 
hunter. 


PAMINTUAN 


TONETTEOREAS 


“I was trying to beat boredom 
out of my kidney problem. If I 
didn’t die of that or its compli- 
cations, [JI die of depréssion,” 
Pamintuan says as his assistant 
of 20 years, Mike, mounts the 
photographs on the walls of 
Galleria Olivia at Camalig 
Restaurant in Angeles City. 

“Angeles Mornings" is Pam- 
intuan'’s sixth solo exhibit since 
1977. He pooled the collection 
from photographs he had taken 
between 6 a.m. and 9 am. al- 
most daily since returning from 
the United States in September. 

As in past forays, his haunts 
found him in familiar nooks and 
places in the city he called after 
his wife Linda, “beloved.” 

Frozen in frames, the images 
are all of common folk in com- 
mon situations. 

‘An almost toothless old man 
stares from the steel gates of the 
Sto. Rosario Church. A tinapa 
(smoked fish) maker waits for 
takers of his trays of smoked 
fish. A young salesgirl stands 
beside six pairs of bikini. A gray- 
ing man sells colorful suekos 
(wooden clogs). Neighbors eat 
around a tienda of arroz caldo. 
Young boys laugh at the antic of 
a friend showing off his uncir- 
cumeised part. 

In perfect timing, Pamintuan 
captures the joy, exuberance, 
haughtiness, gloom, uneasiness 
and unpretentiousness of peo- 
ple and life in his city. 

To the observation that he 
lifts the ordinariness out of his 
subjects, he says: “Ay wa, yang 
buri ku (Yes, that’s what I like to 
do)” 


“Angeles Mornings” runs until 
Jan. 9, 2008, at the Galleria 
Olivia, Camalig Restaurant, Sto. 
Rosario Street, Angeles City. 


Sack stWUME RRND BES et a a 


imagePRESS C1 


Business 


be simple 


Marvin Plaza Building. 2153 Don Chino Roces Avenue cor. V.A. Rufino Street, Makati City 


1884-9000 


WEDNESDAY; DECEMBER 19, 2007 


Sayyaf frees 2 capt 
ZAMBOANGA CITY—The Abu Sayyaf In Sulu 
on Monday set free their two hostages, who 
were abducted In Patikul town on Dec, 19, af- 
ter two local executives exerted pressure on 
the bandit group. 
Rolando Benitez, 48, and Edmar Molina, 35, 
wore recovered along Barangay Km. 20 In 
Patikul around 9 p.m, 
The victims work for Panglima Estino Mayor 
Munib Estino. 
“This Is the first time that the bandits did not 
harm thelr Christian victims,” Estino sald. 
On April 17, seven workers of former Sulu 
Gov. Benjamin Loong ware beheaded by the 
bandits In Parang town after thelr demand for 
a P5-million ransom was rejected. 
Estino sald he and Patikul Mayor Kabir Ellas 
Hayudinl used “soft and hard approaches" in 
the safe recovery of the victims. 
Julle Allpala, Inquirer Mindanao 
P 3 
Mobile IT classroom launched = 
STUDENTS of remote Slargao and Bucas T 
Grande Islands will now hava access to Infor- =! 
mation technology through amobile IT class- b 
room made possible by a congressman. i 
Rep. Francisco Matugas launched the mo- 
bile IT classroom In the two areas recently. 
Matugas, chalr of the board of trustees of 
the Siargao Island Institute of Technology (SI- 
IT), turned over the IT classroom to the SIIT 
during the school's 11th founding anniversary. 
‘Matugas, In a press statement, sald he re- 
celved a symbolic key to the bus that was con- 
verted into the mobile IT classroom. 
‘The alr-condition bus Is equipped with 20 
laptops, an LCD projector, VCD player, CDs 
and sound system. 
twas a oint project of Matugas and the De- 
partment of Sclence and Technology. Matugas 
has pledged his personal funds for the opera- 
tion and maintenance of the mobile classroom, 
including internet connection. 


Heist in telecoms office 

DIGOS CITY—Armed men took off with more * 
than P60,000 from a branch of the RCPI here 

past 1 p.m. Monday. 

Marlyn Abiso, an RCP! employes, sald they 
mistook the suspects for customers and de- 
cided to let them In even though they were 
having their lunch break. 

Abiso said as soon as the suspects were al- 
lowed in, they Immediately drew out thelr 
handguns and declared a robbery. 

‘The lone security guard manning the RCP| 
branch was disarmed, she sald, 

Orlando Dinoy, Inquirer Mindanao 


Youth poll recount ordered 

TANGUB CITY—A court has ordered the sus- 
pension of elections for Sangguniang Ka- 

bataan (SK) federation officers here pending, ,’4 
recount of votes for the SK chair of Barangay 
Maqullao. a 

“This raised the possibilty the city may not 
be able to electa naw set of SK federation off. 
cials toward the end of this year,” Roblcon- 
ceasar Agcopra, city local government opera- 
tions officer, sald. 

‘Agcopra sald Judge Rodolfo Vapor, of the Mu- 
nicipal Trial Court in Cities, issued a temporary re- i 
straining order (TRO), dated Dec. 3, against the 
holding of the SK federation elections. 

The TRO, valld until Dec. 23, was basedona = 
petition by Christine Abatayo against the 
proclamation of her rival, Jun Cris Aquaviva, 11 
for the chalrmanship of the SK In Maquilao vll- 
lage. Ryan D. Rosauro, Inquirer Mindanao 


Gov gives cash gifts 

MAASIN CITY—Southern Leyte Gov. Damian 
Mercado played Santa Claus as he gave out 
cash during the Christmas party of the provin- 
clal capitol, which was held last Friday. 

After announcing that Capitol employees 
will receive P20,000 additional bonus, he also 
distributed cash to the employees and thelr 
children, including members of the Sanggunl- 
ang Panlalawigan. Aside from the cash, they 
also received rice and sardines. 

Calling all the employees to queue, he hand- 
ed P200 in crisp 100 peso bills to each of the 
700 employees. He then called the children, 
numbering more than 50, and handed P50 to 
each of them. 

On the other hand, the provincial board 
members recaived P5,000 each. Mercado also 
raffled off four TV sets. 

‘While the people were dancing, the gover- 
nor threw into the alr crisp 20 peso bills leav- 
ing everybody scrambling. This was done sev- 
eral times during the party. 

Jani Arnaiz, Inquirer Visayas 
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GMA 7 says it’s ‘equally interested’ in AGB Nielsen case 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


BROADCASTING GIANT GMA 
Network Inc. said it could not 

have been involved in the case 
filed by rival television network 
ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp. 
against global television ratings 
company AGB Nielsen Media 
Research over the alleged “sys- 
tematic, organized and well- 

funded attempt” to rig televi- 
sion ratings. 

In a statement yesterday, 
GMA Network said it “is equally 
interested” in finding the perpe- 
trators of the reported ratings 
fraud, 

“GMA is equally interested in 
getting to the bottom of this al- 
legation. The network is deter- 
mined to find out whether or 
not the ratings survey can in- 
deed be tampered with,” it said 
ina statement yesterday. 

ABS-CBN filed a P63-million 


civil case before the Quezon 
City Regional Trial Court on Fri- 
day against AGB Nielsen for 
damages and injunction with an 
application for a temporary re- 
straining order for the media re- 
search firm to shut down its ser- 
vice and investigate the extent 
ofthe ratings breach. 

ABS-CBN was also silent in 
naming “the other network" in- 
volved in the alleged cheating 
in the ratings saying that its is- 
sue was with AGB Nielsen. 


Not GMA? 

GMA, meanwhile, said the al- 
leged informant of ABS-CBN 
“must be referring to a station 
other than GMA Network in the 
case it filed against AGB Nielsen.” 

“It does not make sense that 
the informant who claimed he 
was hired to locate and bribe 
metered households should do 
so in Bacolod, considering that 


no separate ratings data for Ba- 
colod are being released by AGB 
yet,” GMA said. 

T also expressed doubts over 
daims by ABS-CBN's informant 
that he was able to allegedly lo- 
cate 89 meter devices in Bacolod. 

GMA said Bacolod would ac- 
count for only about 8 percent of 


the total urban TV households in , 


the Visayas, according to.com- 
putations based on the National 
Statistics Office (NSO) popula- 
tion figures and AC Nielsen fig- 
ures from their 2000 Fact Book. 


Low ratings 
It said 89 meter devices 
would represent more than 22 
percent of the total panel 
homes in the Visayas. 

To also prove that it was not 
involved in the tampering, GMA 
said its ratings in the 
provinces—particularly in the 
Visayas and Mindanao—have 


not shown any significant im- 
provement since July of 2007 
when it started to subscribe to 
the ratings of AGB Nielsen. 
“The programs of ABS-CBN 
mentioned by it as having been 
affected by the alleged tamper- 
ing have experienced consis- 
tently high ratings in the 
Visayas. In contrast, their coun- 
terpart programs on GMA rated 
low based on data from AGB 
(Nielsen),” GMA said. 


Free TV vs cable 

GMA observed that “it is only 
in the Philippines that the rat- 
ings of programs on non-cable 
or free TV households exhibit a 
very different behavior from the 
cable households. Coincidental- 
1y, the Philippines is also the on- 
ly country in the world where a 
competing free-to-air TV sta- 
tion also operates or controls 
the dominant cable company.” 


Batasan blast claims life of sixth victim 


From page Al 


| gunned down by the police in 

} the raid but he denied involve- 
ment in the Batasan attack in 

| which his staunch political ri- 
val, Akbar, was killed. 

Police said Akbar was the tar- 
get of the blast. 

In the last elections, Salapud- 
din, a former commander of the 
Moro National Liberation 
Front, ran and lost to Akbars 
wife Jum in the Basilan guber- 
natorial race. 


Letterhead 

At a press conference on Nov. 
16, police showed reporters 
items recovered from the raid, 
including documents for a Hon- 
da XRM motorcycle, various 
tools, nine cell phones, pictures, 
ID cards, ATM cards, driver's li- 
censes, a motorcycle helmet 
and various calling cards. 

Three of the calling cards 
were from the congressional of- 
fice of Salapuddin, and an enve- 
lope with the letterhead of Sala- 
puddin’s congressional office. 

PNP Director General Avelino 
Razon said the raid established 
astrong link between the explo- 
sion and the three suspects 
killed in Payatas and three oth- 
ers arrested in the raid. 

The deed of sale on a motor- 
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relevant to the investigation. 

Ticman stressed, however, 
that this would not change the 
police conclusion that the blast 
was a result of a gas buildup, 
nor would it affect the cases the 
police planned to file later as a 
result of their investigation. 

“We are trying to be very ac- 
curate and thorough in this in- 
vestigation. We continue to visit 
and revisit the areas (of investi- 
gation),” Ticman said. 


Won't sacrifice quality 

Ayala Land Inc. (ALI), the 
owner of the Glorietta malls in 
Makati, has stood firm on its 
position that the Oct. 19 explo- 
sion could not have been 
caused by methane gas or 
diesel fumes. 

Ticman refused to give de- 
tails on what new evidence he 
said the investigators had 
found. He said the important 
thing for the Multi-Agency In- 
vestigative Task Force (MAITF) 
conducting the probe was “not 
to sacrifice the quality of the in- 
vestigation.” 

The MAITF is composed of 
agencies like the Bureau of Fire 
Protection (BFP), the National 
Bureau of Investigation (NBI) 
and the PNP The task force also 
used the services of chemical 
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Internet searches for lunar 
land prices show the cost of 
buying an acre of the moon’s 
surface has risen 40 percent 
since the start of 2007, invest- 
ment bank UBS told clients in a 
tongue-in-cheek analysis. 

Lacing a yearend note with 

$ caveats, and not a little holiday 


MORE than a month after the Nov. 13,2007 bombi 


„a congressional aide succumbs to severe injuries he 


sustained in the explosion at the Batasang Pambansa in Quezon City that police described as “solved but 


not closed.” 


cycle believed to have been 
used to deliver the bomb that 
exploded at the Batasan park- 
ing lot carried a Chassis No. 
XRM 13-066-203-339. 


Petition for habeas corpus 
Police said the numbers 
(066203339 appeared in the bar 
code recovered from the dam- 
aged motorcycle used in the blast. 
‘A Quezon City court yester- 


engineers and experts in petro- 
chemicals. 

The police investigation has 
been focused on the basement 
of the mall where probers said 
accumulated toxic gases were 
ignited, possibly from an elec- 
trical source, and caused the ex- 
plosion. 

The blast killed 11 people 
and injured over 100 others. 


Ayala contests police theory 

Immediately after the blast, 
the PNP said it appeared to have 
been caused by liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG). Later, it 
scrapped this theory and said it 
was a gas explosion. 

A few weeks ago, the PNP 
said it had concluded with final- 
ity that the blast was the result 
of a gas explosion and not a 
bomb. 

Ayala Land contested the 
PNP’s theory, saying there was 
no chance toxic gases had ac- 
cumulated in the mall's base- 
ment. 

The other day, Ticman said 
police planned to file charges 
against those responsible after 
the final report shall have been 
released. 


‘Lapses and negligence’ 

Ticman said then that there 
were “lapses and negligence” 
on the part of certain individu- 


cheer, UBS strategists said their 
“esoteric research” of archived 
news reports suggests lunar 
property trends may even be a 
leading indicator of US house 
prices. 

Rising sharply between 1997 
and 2001, the cost of a slice of 
land on the moon suffered a 
mid-cycle retreat in 2002-03 af- 
ter the dotcom bubble burst, the 


day heard the petition for the is- 
suance of habeas corpus filed by 
the relatives of three suspects in 
the bombing. 

But Judge Thelma Ponferra- 
da of the Quezon City Regional 
Trial Court Branch 104 de- 
ferred the hearing as the OF 
fice of the Solicitor General 
was unprepared to present its 
evidence to counter the peti- 
tion filed by the kin of suspects 


QURERHOTO 
Caidar Aunal, Adham Kusain 
and Ikram Indama. The hear- 
ing was postponed to 2 p.m. 
Wednesday. 


Mlegally imprisoned 

‘Aunal, Adham and Indama 
were brought to the court by the 
Criminal Investigation and De- 
tection Group (CIDG) from the 
PNP Custodial Center in Camp 
Crame where they are detained. 


PNP postpones release of Gone 2 blast 


“THE FULL story behind the deadly explosion at the Glorietta 2 mall in 
Makati City on Oct. 19, 2007 will be known nextyear. ®quRERPHOTO 


als that could have caused the 
blast. 

He did not say who were re- 
sponsible for the negligence but 
said that probers had identified 
them in the course of their in- 


banksaid. 

But prices defied gravity to 
hit record highs of $37 per acre 
in December 2005—nine 
months before US housing 
peaked. 


Their fall to earth was a step 
ahead too, with lunar prices 
dropping 56 percent to $16 per 
acre between 2005 and January 
2007, the report said. 


vestigation. 

Ticman also said the charges 
they would be filing were negli- 
gence resulting in multiple 
homicide and serious to slight 
physical injuries. 


“Our calculations suggest lu- 
nar land prices appear to be a 
reasonable lead indicator of US 
house prices by around 12 
months. This suggests a trough 
in US house prices may occur 
around the beginning of 2008,” 
the bank said. 


Germans have big sice of moon 
Quick to caution against 


Dominant cable television op- 
erator Central CATV Ine. or more 
popularly known as SkyCable is 
owned 66.5 percent by a Lopez- 
controlled holding firm SkyVi- 
sion Corp. and 33.5 percent by 
the group of Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone Co.(PLDT). 

In turn, ABS-CBN owns 10.2 
percent of SkyVision Corp. 

‘GMA Network said it sent let- 
ters to AGB Nielsen long before 
ABS-CBN's complaint and these 
letters show how much the net- 
work wants to find out if there 
are indeed irregularities in the 
ratings data gathering process. 
Ongoing investigation 

AGB Nielsen said yesterday 
that it had previously advised 
ABS-CBN that it was undertak- 
ing an exhaustive investigation 
into the activities of GMA Net- 
work and analyzing whether or 
not these activities had had an 


In their petition, Rasmia Au- 
nal, Juloy Kusain and Asraf In- 
dama claimed that their rela- 
tives were “illegally impris- 
oned” and were being held 
communicado by their custodi- 
ans in Camp Crame. 

They further accused the po- 
lice custodians of subjecting 
their relatives to torture. 

Aunal and Kusain are at the 
PNP Custodial Center while 
Indama is detained at the 
CIDG National Capital Region 
office. 

All were arrested on Nov. 15 
in a joint police and military 
raid on Block 4 Lot 23, Anahaw 
St., Parkwood Hills in Payatas. 


No case filed vs suspects 

The petitioners claimed that 
although the three were 
charged as respondents in the 
Batasan blast, “nota single case 
has been filed in court against 
Aunal, Kusain and Indama. The 
36 hours following their arrest 
lapsed without a case being 
filed against them.” 

Relatives further claimed 
that the three suspects were 
made to sign waivers of Article 
125 of the Revised Penal Code 
assisted by a CIDG-provided 
lawyer, Alvin Sarita, after their 
kin had been detained for four 
days “and should have been re- 


report 


Also the other day, Puno 
said in a speech in Camp 
Crame that the case was “on 
the verge of being solved” and 
that “some negligence was in- 
volved.” 

Review, review 

Puno also said he had or- 
dered Ticman and his team to 
“review it (the final report), 
review it, and review it 
again.” 

Puno also revealed that the 
task force was all set to come 
out with its findings but that he 
ordered them to review the re- 
port one more time. 

“We want to make sure we 
don't accuse wrongly anyone of 
being negligent about anything. 
How high up does that (respon- 
sibility) goes is being ascer- 
tained now,” Puno told re- 
porters. 


Findings of negligence 
“There is negligence on the 
partof individuals,” Puno said. 
“Whether it amounts to cor- 
porate negligence is something 
being assessed because you 
cannot jump to that conclusion. 
‘There are two separate corpora- 
tions that are involved in the 
‘ownership of that facility there. 
‘There are different people in- 
volved in the maintenance of 
that facility. There were specific 


Property bust? Lunar land prices are rocketing 


“preliminary” conclusions, UBS 
added: “This is most certainly’ 
nota forecast.” 

United Nations treaties insist 
governments cannot claim 
‘ownership of the moon. But at 
tempts to close a loophole al- 
lowing individuals or firms to 
do so have failed to garner sup- 


port. 
US President George W. Bush 


impact on viewing data. 

Ina press statement sent yes- 
terday to the INQUIRER, Maya Re- 
forma, AGB Nielsen general 
manager, said its contract with 
ABS-CBN expressly grants AGB 
Nielsen a reasonable period, 
not to exceed one month, to in- 
vestigate issues concerning 
quality of data and present its 
findings in writing. 

“The filing of the suit before 
the Quezon City court by ABS- 
CBN against us without full ob- 
servance of this provision is by 
the terms of our contract pre- 
mature, and is extremely disap- 
pointing,” she added. 

Until such time as there is 
hard evidence to indicate that 
the ratings data had been un- 
duly influenced by GMA's ac- 
tivities, AGB Nielsen would 
continue to provide data to 
the marketplace, Reforma 
said. 


leased, as no case yet has been 
(filed) against them.” 

Article 125 of the Revised 
Penal Code penalizes the de- 
lay in the delivery of de- 
tainees to the proper judicial 
authorities. It provides pun- 
ishment for any public officer 
who detains any person but 
fails to deliver him or her to 
the proper judicial authorities 
within 36 hours. 

Self. incriminati 

The petitioners further al- 
leged that the CIDG-provided 
lawyer assisted the suspects in 
“making _self-incriminating 
sworn statements before inves- 
tigators,” five of which con- 
tained Indama’s alleged confes- 
sion of his participation in the 
bombing of Batasan's south 
wing. 

The petitioners also said that 
the continued detention of the 
three suspects posed a serious 
threat to their mental and phys- 
ical health. 

They asked the court to issue 
the writ to produce the three 
suspects and release them from 
custody. 

The suspects’ kin also asked 
the judge to declare the deten- 
tion illegal and the testimonies 
taken from them inadmissible 
as evidence. 


reasons for a gas buildup. I as- 
sure you that the investigation 
will be very precise in identify- 


ties. 

Ticman’s statement that i 
vestigators had asked for a Jan- 
uary deadline marked the latest 
delay in the release of the final 
report on the blast. 

‘On Nov. 22, police had said 
the final report would be out in 


‘two to three weeks. 
Dual responsibility 
The Glorietta basement 


where the explosion occurred 
had been under the direct con- 
trol of the Makati Supermarket, 
which has a land-lease contract 
with ALI, although both tenant 
and landlord were responsible 
for the maintenance of the 
building. 

Officials of ALI disputed the 
theory that a buildup of 
methane gas and diesel fumes 
triggered the explosion, citing 
the findings of their own for- 
eign consultants. 

‘ALI had suggested that the 
police abandon their “primary 
hypothesis” that the combina- 
tion of methane from the sump 
pits and fumes from the diesel 
tank in the basement caused 
the blast, and asked investiga- 
tors to probe other possibili- 
ties. 


announced in 2004 that the 
United States planned to send 
astronauts back to the moon by 
2020. 

But, citing claims by a “lead- 
ing lunar real estate agent,” the 
UBS report said Germans were 
already the No. 1 owners of 
moon property—followed by 
Swedes, English and Poles. 

Reuters 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Website: wwrw.ngulrernet/nation 


May Baskong sa bilis ng reload! 


No need to go to a loading station! | 
Travel non-stop by using GCASH 
to top-up your EC TAG.* 


Call 2882 for more info. 


MNTG 
© 2007 Globe Telecom, nc. 


st follow these simple step: 


Convert your ca: 
to GCASH 


Goto any of the accredited GCASH Outlets: 
+ Globe Business Centers 

+ Globelines Payment and Service Centers 

+ SM Department Stores 

+ Selected rural banks 

fambunting and Villarica Pawnshops 
jancNet ATMs 

+ BPI Express Mobile 


Send to: 2882. 


BILLPAY <space> 

AMOUNT<space> 

PiNespace> 
<space> 


‘Send to: 2882. 
Text REG<space> 4-digit 
PIN/ MOTHER'S MAIDE! 
NAME/FIRST NAME/ 
LAST NAME/ADDRESS 


Ex. 
REG 1234/Garcia/Maria 


Um/31 lar Road, La 
Piñas City 


0200015222005297 


* Minimum of 30 mins, maximum of go mins reloading time. 


husiness solutions you need 


Canon document scanners provide stress free scanning featuring 
high performance, superb quality and versatility using world class 
Canon imaging technology. 


DR 12106 DR 2050C DR 3080C1 DR 4010C DR 5010C 


2 i ting (enitppines) tno 
Business be simple Lidig. 7183 Don Chine Races Avenue cor. VA, Runa Street, Makati City T:884-0000 


Info@canon.com.ph 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2007 


Toxt uayourfendbaci! 
Inquirer news narnalage/citymesiage: 
nar 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smar) 


E-mail pr_news@Inquirer.com ph: 


House OKs: 
cheaper 
meds bill 


A PARTY-LIST REPRESENTATIVE 
has accused the United States 
Trade Representative's office here 
of attempting to influence the de- 
liberations on the Cheaper 
Medicines Bill in the interest of 
transnational pharmaceutical com- 
panies, many of them US-based, 


The consolidated HB 2844 was passed on 
third and final reading last night. In an un- 
usual show of unity, all 205 congressmen pre- 
sent in plenary voted in favor of the measure, 

Earlier, Akbayan Rep. Risa Hontiveros 
yesterday distributed to reporters copies of a 
“position paper” that she claimed was being 
circulated by the US Trade Representative's 
office among members of the House com- 
mittee on trade and industry that is steering 
the bill's passage through the House. 

The committee, chaired by Palawan Rep. 
Antonio Alvarez, has consolidated 24 mea- 
sures designed to increase the poor's access 
to medicines by, among other things, allow- 
ing parallel importation of patented 
medicines and revising the Intellectual 
Property Code which provides protection 
for holders of medicine patents. 

The position paper contained comments 
and suggestions, purportediy coming from 
the US government, on how certain provi- 
sions of HB 2844 can be worded. 

At a press briefing yesterday, Hontiveros 
said the US trade representative ought to 
be reminded that the Philippines “is not a 
colony of your country.” 

Shalimar Vitan, policy coordinator of the 
UK-based Oxfam international aid agency, 
said the document was also intended for the 
Philippines’ Intellectual Property Office. 

“This is the unseen hand” that is trying to 
influence the Cheaper Medicines Bill, Vitan 
told a press briefing. 

Alvarez said he had been approached by 
the office of the US Trade Representative 
regarding its concerns about HB 2844. 

He said the American Chamber of Com- 
merce had also written to Speaker Jose de 
Venecia concerning the bill. 

But Alvarez said “it was nothing, They just 
raised their concerns sometime ago, but I 
didn'tmind them.” Christian V Esguerra 


Transco: Done 
deal—Miriam 


SENATORS DO NOT SEE ANY MAJOR ROAD- 
blocks to the takeover by the Monte Oro Grid 
Resources consortium of the National Trans- 
mission Corp. (Transco) despite plans by the 
Senate to scrutinize the bidding. 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago said the 
bidding for the government's power trans- 
mission grid was “very open” and the sub- 
ject of conflict of interest charges, business- 
man Enrique Razon, had declared he would 
divest his 2 percent interest in Monte Oro 
once the consortium won. 

Monte Oro beat the rival bid of the group 
led by San Miguel Corp.'s Ramon Ang 
$3.95 billion to $3.905 billion. 

“There should be no problem with that 
[an investigation] because there is a resolu- 
tion anyway. Although there is a resolution, 
we should just go through the process,” 
said Senate President Manny Villar. 

Santiago, chair of the Joint Congressional 
Power Commission, said her main focus 
would be the conflict of interest issue between 
the auctioneer, Power Sector Assets and Liabil- 
ities Management (Psalm) president Jose 
Tbazeta, and Razon. Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
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GIANT TREE, GLITTERY LIGHTS 
‘celebrate during yesterday's ceremonial 
lighting of the giant Christmas tree at the City Hall grounds. 


Residents of Las Pifias Cit 


Bunevacz 
seeks help | 
from NBI 


Ex-decathlete says 
partners hurt him 


By Tina G. Santos 


FORMER DECATHLETE DAVID BUNEVACZ HAS 
filed a complaint for physical injuries against four 
of his business associates whom he accused of 


manhandling him. 


Bunevacz, president and chief 
executive officer of the Beverly 
Hills 6750 Cosmetic Surgery and 
Skin Institute—a beauty clinic on 
Ayala Avenue, Makati City which 
caters to the rich—filed the com- 
plaint in the National Bureau of 
Investigation on Dec. 5. 

The following day, he and his 
wife, former talent manager 
Jessica Rodriguez who is in 
charge of promoting the clinic, 
left for the United States for 
‘what the couple called their an- 
nual Christmas vacation 

Bunevacz’s complaint con- 
firmed rumors that he was beat- 
en up last month by men who 
allegedly wanted to question 
him about reports that he was 
misusing the clinic's funds. 

Lawyer Sixto Burgos Jr., chief 
of the NBI Anti-Kidnapping, Hi- 
Jacking and Armed Robbery Di- 
Vision, said it was Sen. Ramon 
“Bong” Revilla who had sug- 
gested that the couple seek the 
help of the bureau. 

In his complaint, Bunevacz 
told the NBI that sometime last 
month, his business associates 
asked him to meet them in 
Greenhills, San Juan. 

“He (Bunevacz) claimed that 
he was manhandled and they 


4 Korean traders in hot 
water for unpaid bar bills 


By Allison W. Lopez 


A CITY COUNCILOR YESTER- 
day filed estafa charges in the 
Manila Regional: Trial Court 
against four Koreans who al- 
legedly refused to pay the 
P54,000 bill they had racked up 
in his bar. 

Manila Councilor Roderick 
Valbuena, who manages The 
Heart of Manila on Adriatico 
Street, Malate said Korean busi- 
nessmen Song Byung Hoon, 
Choy Sy Yong, Kim Syun Tae 
and Seo Bum Sik went to the es- 
tablishment on Dec. 15 and or- 
dered food and liquor. 

He added that several hours 
later, the four, who were al- 
ready drunk, refused to pay 
their bill, saying it was “too 
much.” They then tore several 
dollar bills in front of the bar 
personnel and manager. 

When a waiter tried to pacify 
the group, Tae and Sik told him, 
“Who are you? F**k you Fil- 
ipinost” Valbuena said in his af- 
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boxed his ears,” Sixto said. “He al- 


so alleged that the group forcibly 

took his Porsche, a watch worth n 

PI million and his celi phone” pean $ ae on scheduled days only 
‘According, to Burgos, tine of © _ FUEGO HOTELS & PROPERTIES MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 

the men reportedly told 


Bunevacz in Filipino, “You'd 
better leave before anything 
bad happens to you.” 

He added that the couple had 
asked the NBI to provide them 
with security. 

“With regards to the embez- 
zlement issue, David said all the 
expenses he made were justi- 
fied,” Burgos told the media. 

There have been reports that 
the couple's business partners 
had accused them of embezzling 
P20 million of the clinie’s funds, 
citing as proof a check allegedly 
made out by Bunevacz which he 
used as a deposit on a luxury car 
worth P5.6 million that he gave 
tohis wife. The check, the reports 
alleged, was a company check. 

The couple ‘would later con- 
firm in a statement that there was 
a disagreement between them 
and their associates but added 
that they were trying to reach an 
amicable settlement, reports said. 

The Bunevaczes also said 
they would return to the coun- 
trynext year. 
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BPI Family Savings Bank 
fidavit. According to him, he ap- 
proached the four Koreans, in- 
troduced himself as a Manila 
councilor and asked them what 
their complaint was. Hoon, 
however, reportedly made a | 
rude gesture while saying, “You | 
do not know me, f**k you coun- 
cilor!” while his companions 
laughed. if 

Valbuena said his wife also | s P " P 
mauna said he wif ao |. Only Drive your Dream gives you low interest rates, free overnight hotel accommodations*, and 
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je S Express Banking Centers to serve you! 
said he called up the police who 
immediately arrested the Kore- 
ans 

“The actuations of these for- 
eigners cannot be allowed in 
our country, ” Valbuena said. “It 
is only fitting that we prevent 
them from doing the same 
things against our countrymen. 
For this reason, I am filing'a de- 
portation case in the Bureau of | 
Immigration against the afore- | 
mentioned aliens for being un- 
desirable aliens,” he added. 
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Inventory of Pasig City 
ballot boxes underway 


By Kristine L. Alave 


‘THE COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS YES- 
terday started its inventory of 1,317 ballot 
boxes from Pasig City after former Con- 
gressman Robert “Dodot” Jaworski Jr. and 
incumbent Mayor Robert Eusebio filed 
electoral protests against each other. 

Ateam from the local Comelec office and 
watchers from the camps of Jaworski and 
Eusebio inspected and sealed the ballot 
boxes from the city’s second district which 
were stocked at the ground floor of City. 
Hall. 

The inventory started around 10 a.m. 
yesterday, a day behind its original sched- 
ule. 

Ma. Anne Gonzales, Pasig City’s Comelec 
chief, said they expect the inventory to be 
finished by Dec. 20. 

After that, the boxes would be trans- 
ferred to the Comelec office in Manila 
where the Electoral Contests Adjudication 
Department would recount the votes. 

Jaworski, who ran but lost in the mayoral 
race held last May 14, had requested the 
poll body to open and recount all of the 


votes cast in the city’s second district which 
has 1,067 precincts. 

Eusebio, who was declared the winner, 
responded by filing a counter-protest. He 
asked the Comelec for a recount of the 
votes cast in the first district’s 250 
precincts. 

Based on the Comelec’s final tally, Euse- 
bio garnered 116,463 votes against Jawors- 
ki’s 107,141 votes. 

Richard Nethercott, Jaworski’s lawyer, 
said they would scrutinize the election re- 
turns from ballot boxes in Pinagbuhatan, 
Napico, Manggahan, Floodway and May- 
bunga, considered the largest and highly 
populated areas in the city. 

They also have the biggest numbers of in- 
digent residents in Pasig, city officials said. 

“The returns from these places are ques- 
tionable,” Nethercott said, adding that 
these were the areas where Jaworski’s legal 
team and watchers had witnessed “irregu- 
larities” during the canvassing. 

Sixto Brillantes, Eusebio’s lawyer, how- 
ever, said that his client had won by a com- 
fortable margin against Jaworski which 
was an indication of the people's support. 


Woman in alleged title scam charged 


By Tina G.Santos 


THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA- 
tion has filed a charge against a woman 
who was allegedly involved in a land title 
scam. 

Charged with syndicated estafa in the 
Manila Prosecutor’s Office was Amor Ville- 
gas, of Sta. Rosa Village, Malabon 

However, the prosecutor downgraded 
the case to attempted estafa, which is a 
bailable offense. The suspect was released 
after posting bail, the NBI said. 

The case stemmed from a complaint filed 
by three businesswoman identified as Mari- 
zon de la Cruz, Hydee Uy and Amy Go, who 
claimed they were duped by the suspect. 

But lawyer Angelito Magno, chief of the 


plaints against the suspects. 

An investigation showed that sometime 
in 2005, Villegas, showing a certificate of ti- 
tle, offered De la Cruz an 11,400 sq m lot lo- 
cated in Malabon City. The complainant 
said she gave staggered cash payments to 
the suspect, who in turn, issued checks 
equivalent to the amount which the former 
shelled out. 

However, when the complainant's pay- 
ment reached more than P5 million, the 
suspect was nowhere to be found. 

The complainant later found out that the 
lot title given to her by the suspect was 
fake, the NBI said, adding that the suspect 
even issued bouncing checks to De la Cruz. 

This prompted the complainants to seek 
the help of the NBI which immediately 


NBI Special Action Unit, said they expect 
more victims to come forward and file com- 


formed a team for an entrapment opera- 
tion. 
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Vendor against vendor: | dead 
POLICE are trying to determine why an ice cream vendor stabbed dead a 
fellow vendor at midnight yesterday in Taguig City. Authorities identified 
the victim as Manuel Espiritu, 24, a native of Marinduque and resident of 
Purok 13, South Daang Hari, Barangay Tanyag. SPO2 Gracio Cangco said 
that a witness saw Jessie Aviera, 28, running away from Espiritu's house 
at 12:20 a.m. yesterday, with blood on his hands and body. The witness 
said she immediately informed the police who arrested the suspect. 

Julie M. Aurelio 
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Suspected car thief arrested 
AMAN accused of stealing the sports utility vehicle of a retired Navy offi- 
cer in Quezon City on Monday was arrested a few hours later in Bulacan. 
Operatives of the Quezon City Police District Anti-Carnapping Unit and 
the Bulacan police nabbed Cesar Poso, 31, a resident of Barangay Holy 
Spirit, Quezon City, while he was driving a gray Ford Everest (RBS 627) 
‘on Monday in Balagtas, Bulacan. The vehicle, according to the police, had 
been taken from its owner, Orville Cruzata, several hours before. Opera- 
tives of the QCPD-ANCAR alerted other policemen in Bulacan and Pam- 
panga who also started looking for the vehicle. Poso and the recovered 
‘SUV were later taken to the QCPD headquarters in Camp Karingal. 
Jeannette |. Andrade 


Ex-NBI confidential agent, 2 others charged 
FORMER National Bureau of Investigation confidential agent Martin So- 
riano and two other investigators were charged at the Manila Regional 
Trial Court yesterday for failing to inform their fellow agents, whom they 
had arrested on drug charges, of their rights. Solicitor General Agnes 
Devanadera said there was probable cause to indict Soriano, who be- 
came controversial after being tied to kidnapping and drug charges. Al- 
so charged were intelligence agent Allan Santiago and special investiga- 
tor Pio Palencia for violating Sec. 4 (a) of R.A. 7438, which prescribes 
the right of persons arrested to “remain silent and have a competent 
and independent counsel.” Devanadera, however, dismissed the com- 
plaints of kidnapping, grave threats, coercion, unlawful arrest, incrimi- 
natory machinations, robbery and violation of Republic Act 6713 filed 
by NBI special investigator Clenio Calleja and former security guard 
Amador Lumbre against the three. According to the complainants, the 
three men arrested them on Aug. 25, 1997 in Manila and accused them 
of being drug pushers. Devanadera said there was reason to charge So- 
riano, Santiago and Palencia because the records did not show that 
they had informed the complainants of their rights. 
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Donors pledge $7.4 B for Palestinians 


PARIS—INTERNATIONAL DONORS PLEDGED 
$7.4 billion to the Palestinians on Monday at a con- 
ference described by US Secretary of State Con- 
doleezza Rice as the “last hope” to save their gov- 


ernment from bankruptcy. 


Palestinian Prime Minister 
Salam Fayyad had formally 
asked donors meeting in Paris for 
$5.6 billion by 2010 to help fulfil 
his plan to develop a viable econ- 
omy fora future state. 

“The real winner is the Pales- 
tinian state," French Foreign 
Minister Bernard Kouchner told 


AFP as he announced that a total 
of $7.4 billion had been 
promised. 

The pledges were made at a 
one-day conference convened to 
agree a package of aid to stabilize 
the Palestinian economy and 
shore up peace efforts with Israel. 

“We see this conference as an 


MAMMALOGIST Martua Sinaga (left photo) holds a Mallomys giant 
rat that was found in the Foja Mountains in Indonesia's Papua 
province. At right is a pygmy possum found in the same place. 


Giant rat, tiny possum 
discovered in Indonesia 


JAKARTA—RESEARCHERS IN 
a remote jungle in Indonesia 
have discovered a giant rat and 
a tiny possum that are appar- 
ently new to science, under- 
scoring the stunning biodiversi- 
ty of the Southeast Asian na- 
tion, scientists said on Monday. 

Unearthing new species of 
mammals in the 21st century is 
considered very rare. The discov- 
eries by a team of American and 
Indonesian scientists are being 
studied further to confirm their 
status, 

‘The animals were found in the 
Foja mountains rainforest in east- 
em Papua province in a June ex- 
pedition, said US-based Conser- 
vation International, which orga- 
nized the trip along with the In- 
donesian Institute of Science, 

“The giant rat is about five 
times the size of a typical city rat,” 
said Kristofer Helgen, a scientist 
‘with the Smithsonian Institution 
in Washington. “With no fear of 


“Wo 


Test missile shot down 


TOKYO—Japan said on Tuesday that it had suc- 


RLDBRIEFS 


humans, it apparently came into 
the camp several times during the 
trip.” 

‘The possum was described as 
“one of the worlds smallest mar- 
supials.” 

A 2006 expedition to the same 
stretch of jungle—dubbed by 
Conservation International as a 
“Lost World” because until then 
humans had rarely visited it—un- 
earthed scores of exotic new 
species of palms, butterflies and 
palms. 

Papua has some of the world’s 
largest tracts of rainforest, but like 
elsewhere in Indonesia they are 
being ravaged by illegal logging. 
Scientists said last year that the 
Foja area was not under immedi- 
ate threat, largely because it was 
so remote. 

“Ies comforting to know that 
there is a place on Earth so isolat- 
ed that it remains the absolute 
realm of wild nature,” said expe- 
dition leader Bruce Beehler. AP 


Norway 
plans 1st 


important vote of confidence on 
the part of the international com- 
munity,” Fayyad said as the con- 
ference wrapped up. 

But Islamist group Hamas, 
which seized control of the Gaza 
Strip in June and was not invited 
to Paris nor to a meeting in the 
US city of Annapolis last month, 
labelled ita “dangerous conspira- 
cy” aimed at dividing the Pales- 
tinians. 

“We support all forms of aid, fi- 
nancial or otherwise, to the 
Palestinian people. But the Paris 
conference is coating poison with 


HAVANA—AILING CUBAN 
leader Fidel Castro said in a let- 
ter read on television on Mon- 
day that he would not cling to 
office or obstruct the rise of a 
new generation of leaders, rais- 
ing speculation about his politi- 
cal future 

“My basic duty is not to cling 
to office, nor even more so to 
obstruct’ the rise of people 
much younger, but to pass on 
experiences and ideas whose 
modest value arises from the 
exceptional era in which I 
lived,” said Castro, who 
stepped aside from Cuba's 
presidency “temporarily” more 
than 16 months ago after un- 
dergoing surgery. 


honey and is a dangerous con- 
spiracy” Hamas “spokesperson 
Fawzi Barhum said in a state- 
ment released in Gaza. 

Some humanitarian groups 
questioned the benefit of such.a 
massive aid package. 

In London, the development 
charity Oxfam warned donors 
were pouring cash “into a leaking 
bucket,” arguing that aid efforts 
already in place were being seri- 
ously hampered by Israeli restric- 
tions on movement. 

“The challenge is to fix the 
leak, not pour faster ... Due to Is- 


CASTRO ” 


in his letter that he would leave 
the country’s top leadership to 
his brother Raul Castro, 76, 
who has served as interim lead- 
ersince July 31, 2006. 


rael’s movement restrictions and 
the blockade of Gaza, millions of 
dollars of aid for Palestinians are 
being lost,” Oxfam's Middle East 
director Adam Leach said. 

But Tony Blair, Middle East en- 
voy for the diplomatic “Quartet,” 
said the money would be used for 
“building the capacity and the in- 
stitutions for the (Palestinian) 
state.” “Over the next few 
months what we have got to 
show to people is that we are ca- 
pable of making the difference on 
the ground,” he said, 

Palestinian President Mahmud 


public other than on television 
since his surgery, but weekly 
opinion pieces of his on global 
affairs have been published in. 
Cuba’ newspapers since 
March. 

Questions about his political 
future arose after he was nomi- 
nated as a candidate to the Na- 
tional Assembly earlier this 
month, making him officially 
eligible to resume the presiden- 
cy ifhe should be elected to the 
assembly in January. 

Cuban officials have said Fi- 
del Castro keeps up with offi- 
cial business while he is recov- 
ering in an undisclosed loca- 
tion, but there has been no offi- 
cial indication of whether or 


Abbas had earlier warned the al- 
most 90 delegations that the 
West Bank and Gaza were facing 
a “total catastrophe” without 
their aid. 

Pledges quickly came pouring 
inwith Rice announcing a US do- 
nation of $555 million for 2008, 
including $150 million for bud- 
get support. 

“The Palestinian Authority is 
experiencing a serious budgetary 
crisis. This conference is literally 
the government's last hope to 
avoid bankruptcy” Rice said. 

‘AFP 


Castro says he won’t cling to office 


presidency. 

Nor has there been any clear 
formation about the state of 
his health during his lengthy 
convalescence. 

In his letter, Fidel Castro said 
he fully concurred with Brazil- 
n architect Oscar Niemeyer, 
who just turned 100, in that 
“you have to stick to your prin- 
ciples till the end.” He said he 
was “deeply convinced” that 
the problems now facing Cuba 
require more solutions “than 
those contained in a chess- 
board.” “Not even a single de- 
tail can be overlooked, and it is 
never an easy task when hu- 
man intelligence in a revolu- 
tionary society is called to pre- 


Castro, 81, appeared to hint Castro has not been seen in when he would resume the vailoveritsinstincts.” AFP 
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cessfully shot down a ballistic missile over the Pa- 
cific as part of joint efforts with the United States 
to erect a shield against possible attacks from 
North Korea. Japan tested the US-developed 
Standard Missile 3 (SM-3) interceptor from a 
warship in waters off Hawail, becoming the first 
US ally to successfully intercept a target using the 
system, AP 


Mob arrests 

ROME—Police in Italy and Germany on Tuesday 
arrested four members of an Italian crime family 
linked to the execution-style killings of six Italians 
in Germany last August. A police statement said 
two of the arrests were made in Germany and the 
other two in Calabria, the poor southern Italian re- 
gion that is home to the Ndrangheta crime group, 
‘the area's version of the Sicilian Mafia. Reuters 


Protests vs China 
BEWING—China on Tuesday said it was “highly 


shipping 
tunnel 


OSLO—NORWAY 
has drawn up plans 
to build the world’s * 
first shipping tunnel 
which would save 
time and money for 
vessels passing 
through a coastal 
area known for its 
dangerous seas. 

Strong winds, high 
waves and powerful 
currents in the area of 
Stad on the south- 
west coast of Norway aaa ea tase 
cause long delays EEA 
while ships wait for 


concerned” at anti-Chinese protests in Vietnam, calmer conditions. 
after the second rally in a month there over rival Arecent report from 
claims in the South China Sea. Several hundred the Norwegian Coastal 


‘Administration recom- 
mended building the 


people marched in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City on 
Sunday in the long-simmering dispute over the 


Spratly and Paracel archipelagos in the South Chi- 1,700-meter (5,577 

ina Sea, AFP feet) tunnel and con- 
; n cluded that it would be 

Troop incursion cost effective. 


ARBIL, IRAQ—A group of 300 Turkish troops 
crossed into Kurdish territory in northern Iraq 


The tunnel, esti- 
mated to cost around 


overnight and moved 2-3 kilometers deeper into $310 million and 
Iraq on Tuesday moming, a senior Iraqi military take five years to 
source told Reuters, The source said the Turkish build, would cut 


troops were lightly armed and had moved into the www.epson.com.ph 


Gall Rash area, a mountainous district near the 
border, There were no reports of clashes, the 
source said. Reuters 


through a peninsula, 
saving ships the risky 
‘journey around the 
coastline. Reuters 
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™® | PBA: Aces battle Realtors 1428) (35 


SAN Mig Coffee's Glen Balocon drives off 
Elmer Espiritu of Pharex in yesterday's game. 


San Mig! 


makes 
s finals 


Mail & More 
forges KO tiff 


| ByMare Anthony Reyes 


SAN MIG COFFEE LEANED ON THE BROAD 
shoulders of Claiford Arao and Sam Ek- 
we to finish off Pharex, 77-65, last night 
| and barge into the semifinals of the 2008 
PBL V-Go Extreme Energy Cup at the Are- 
nain San Juan City. 


| The 6foot'S Arao 

scored 10 of his 11 

points to ignite a 16-2 

first-half blast’ that 

gave San Mig Coffee 

a 3631 lead. Then 

the 6-foot-8 Ekwe 
took over, scattering 14 of his 20 points in the 
third quarter to pad the Coffee Kings’ edge to 
57-49. 

With the victory, San Mig arranged a 
semifinal duel with Harbour Centre start- 
ing tomorrow at the Rizal Coliseum. 

Earlier, Kiel Misa buried a three-pointer 
and four free throws in the dying seconds to 
resuscitate Mail & More's bid with a 69-62 
victory over Toyota Balintawak. 

‘The peppery 5-foot-8 guard from Perpet- 
ual Help knocked in the pivotal points in 
the last 15 seconds to frustrate the efforts of 
the Roadkings, who frantically tried to 
catch up through Cholo Villanueva. 

The Comets thus gained a chance to 
overhaul the Roadkings’ twice-to-beat edge 
and make the semifinals in a knockout 
match today also at the Arena. 

“There is still no reason to celebrate be- 
cause our mission is not yet finished,” said 
Mail & More coach Allan Gregorio. “But I'm 
happy that we matched their intensity and 
passion and we got the needed breaks late 
in the game.” 

The scores: 

First Game 

MAIL & MORE 69—David 13, Misa 10, Santos 8, Arel- 
fo Gregorio Barra 8, rao 8, Bonus S, Bals- 
teros T, Co 0, Masbang 0. 

TOYOTA BALINTAWAK 62—Aldave 10, Sta. Maria 10, 
Faundo 9, Vilanueva 8, Jazul 6, Dedicatoria 6, Casio 5, 
Jaime 4, Sona 2, Guerrero 2, Rodriguez 0. 

Quarters: 19-13, 39-39, 52-49, 69-62 

Second Game 

SAN MIG 77—Ekwe 20, Ranoses 13, Bolocon 11, Arao 


11, Custodio 9, Escobal 6, Pascual 4, Dela Pena 3, Meno 0, 
Saldua 0. 


PHAREX 65—Alfad 12, Bulawan 11, Allera 10, Oreta 8, 
Co 8, Espiritu 7, Matias 6, Latoreno 3, Aquino 0, De Guz- 


GAME TODAY 

(The Arena, San Juan) 

3p.m—Mall & More 
vs Toyota 
Balintawak 


n0, Yambao 0, 
‘Quarters: 10-19, 96-31, 57-49, 77-65 
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Aces, Realtors 
collide; Pals 
battle Express 


‘THE LAST TIME THEY MET, ALASKA TOOK 
Sta. Lucia Realty for granted and paid 
dearly for it. 

“The Aces will need a 180-degree tum from 
that approach when they try to get back at the 
streaking Realtors today in the Smart-PBA 
Philippine Cup at the Cuneta Astrodome. 

“Hopefully, we could tum the tables on 
them this time,” said Alaska coach Tim Cone. 
“They (Realtors) certainly gained our respect.” 

With Kelly Williams going on a scoring ram- 
‘page and the rest of the Realtors connecting 
from the outside, the Aces found no answer 
‘and relied on the futile efforts of Willie Miller 
during their first meeting, which Sta. Lucia 
won, 94-88, two weeks ago. 

Winning their last three games highlighted 
‘by that recent runaway 104-78 victory over 
Red Bull, the Realtors are back in contention 


ae 


ee 


By Roy Luarca 


: fora quarterfinal spot 
| STANDINGS W L with their 7-6 record. 
Purefoods 10 3 ae 
Alaska 8 5 As it is, they are not 
| Redui 8 5 even out of the race 
Salua, 7 6 foranoutightsemif 
alk Text i 
nal berth just yet. 
Gree, $8 T The top two teams 
Air21 L at the end of the 18- 
1 Hoare: A 8 game classification 
feicoat 1 inch semifi- 
Temin" Tal Si So 
(Cuneta Astrodome) f ere 
450pm—Ai2t we Tak While the third- and 
Text fourth-ranked teams 
720pm—SLAvsAaska are bound to secure 
the automatic quar- 
terfinal slots in the playoffs. 


Tn the other game, the Talk ‘N Text Phone 
Pals aim to stretch their winning run to three 
against the Air21 Express. 


|: PAR 


PACQUIAO 


‘THE FAVORITE’S TAG HAS BEEN PINNED 
on Manny Pacquiao, but Juan Manuel Mar- 
quez can still snatch it from behind. 

Thats the situation after odds makers 
opened shop for the megabuck Pacquiao-Mar- 
quez I slated March 15 in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

According to John Chavez of Boxing Confi- 
dential, the current betting in Las Vegas is Pac- 
quiao at minus 140 and Marquez at plus 110. 

‘This means that a $140 bet on the Filipino 
superstar will yield just $100 in case ofa victo- 


en: 


June Navarro 


zy while a $100 wager on the Mexican WBC 
super featherweight champ will win P110. 

‘This is understandable, according to 
Chavez, because many boxing pundits believe 
that Marquez is “no longer the sharp-shooting 
sniper he was once,” despite his unanimous 
decision victory over countryman Marco Anto- 
nio Barrera on Match 17. 

Pacquiao, who tumed 29 on Monday, was 
even more convincing in repeating over Bar- 
rera on Oct. 6, thus setting the stage for the 
grudge rematch against Marquez, 

In their first meeting on May 8, 2004, Pac- 
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RENREN Ritualo of Talk ‘N Text tries to find an open man against 
Ranidel de Ocampo of FedEx during their first meeting this season. 
The two teams collide again today. 


\ Pacquiao slight favorite over Marquez 


Poroto 


quiao knocked down Marquez thrice in the 
first round, but had to settle for a draw after 
one of the judges committed—and later ad- 
mitted—a scoring error that would have 
swung the result in the Filipino’s favor. 

Finally, through the joint efforts of Bob 
Arum and Golden Boy Promotion’s Oscar De 
La Hoya, they have been given a chance to find 
out who really is the better fighter. 

‘One thing is certain though: The betting for 
Pacquiao-Marquez II won't go the way of the 
Pacquiao-Barrera rematch, when the odds 
‘went as high as 3-1 in favor of the Filipino. 
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Air21 acquires 


Espinas; Carey 
Cardona fined, 
suspended 


By June Navarro 


GABBY ESPINAS BE- 
came the latest addi- 
tion to Air21's athlet 
ic lineup after acquir- 
ing the 6-foot-4 
sophomore from 
Magnolia for one of 
the three first-round 
picks of the Express 
next season. 

Air21 coach Bo 
Perasol said the ar- 
rival of Espinas will provide more flexibility 
in his rotation since he could field in the 
2004 NCAA rookie-MVP either at the wings 
or at the post. 

Perasol also said that Wynne Arboleda 
will be back in harness against Talk ‘N Text 
tonight (See related story on the left) after 
the playmaker missed the Express’ recent 
back-to-back losses due to conjunctivitis, 

In another development, Harvey Carey 
and Mac Cardona were fined P20,000 each 
on top of suspensions for unsportsmanlike 
conduct during Talk ‘N Texts previous vic- 
tory over Weleoat. 

Cardona was suspended for one game af- 
ter he hit Hercules Tangkay with a clothes- 
line tackle in the waning minutes of the 
third quarter, Carey, who pushed Tangkay 
at the height of the altercation, will sit out 
the Phone Pals’ next two games. 

PBA technical chief Perry Martinez said 
the league imposed the stiffer penalty on 
Carey for directly involving himself in a 
fight and rushing to the scene of a melee 
that he should not have been a part of. 

‘The league deferred its decision on what 
penalty to impose on Welcoat's Ryan Araña, 
who committed a flagrant foul on Coca-Co- 
a's Asi Taulava during Sunday's game. 


ESPINAS 


Cebu, Manila batters 
begin title showdown 


GAMES TODAY (Rizal Memorial ballpark) 
9a.m—Exhibition Game 
1 p.m—Manila vs Cebu (Game 1) 


CEBU AND MANILA START THEIR BEST- 
ofthree championship series today, both 
eager to work behind their returning na- 
tional team aces in the Baseball Philippines 
Series 2 at the Rizal Memorial ballpark. 

The Dolphins will parade RP team pitcher 
Joseph Orillana, Jonash Ponce and Fulgen- 
io Rances against the Sharks’ Charlie 
Labrador, Nino Tator and Rommel Roja. 

‘The Nationals, however, are still reeling 
from the loss they suffered at the hands of 
the Thais in the Southeast Asian Games 
gold-medal match. 

“We will work doubly hard because the 


MCC chess team tourney slated 
ATEAM TOURNAMENT OPEN TO CHESS ASSO- 
ciations, companies, government units and 
schools fires off on Dec. 29 and 30 at the 
‘Metropolitan Chess Club at St. Francis Square, 
behind SM Megamall, in Mandaluyong City. 

Teams of four players each should have an av- 
erage active rating of no more than 1950. A team 
‘can import a master as long as the prescribed rat- 
ing requirement is observed. 

Players without board assignments may com- 
pete individually. Team standings will be deter- 
mined by summing up the final score of their re- 
‘spective top three scorers. 

Up for grabs is a cash pot of P40,000 with the 
champion getting the top prize of P15,000. Dead- 
line for registration is Dec. 27. For inquiries, call 
974-7403, 826-8560 or 0916-8521069. 
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level of competition is higher now,” said Jo- 
hel Palanog, team manager of Manila. 

‘The Sharks made short work of the 
Marikina Shoemakers, 9-3, for the North Di- 
vision championship last Saturday. 

Palanog said the arrival of the RP players 
from the recent SEAG made the Sharks 
more formidable. 

‘The Dolphins are coming off a hard- 
fought win over Dumaguete for the South 
Division tide—an 8-7 decision via a ninth: 
inning RBI by stringer Tony Olayvar. 

“We have always played good games 
against Manila, so this is going to be an ex- 
citing matchup for us,” said Cebu assistant 
manager RJ Manzano. 

Cebu lost its two games against Manila in 
theeliminations. Mare Anthony Reyes 


p. SPORTSWATCH 4 


Makati derby Round 4 on 
EXCITING MATCHES TAKE CENTERSTAGE 
anew today as the fourth round elimina- 
tions of "Pamaskong Salpukan" 8-cock 
derby resume at the Makati Coliseum. 

Hosts Lito Orillaza, Rudy Salud and 
Wiliam Co expect the number of entries— 
lured by the guaranteed prize of more than 
P3 milion plus a Toyota Innova and pas- 
senger jeap—to top last year’s 312. 

As of yesterday, 246 cockers and breed- 
ers have joined the derby. Another set of 80 
‘or so entries will see action on the last day 
of eliminations on Saturday. The finals will 
be on Dec. 26 and 29. 


‘Rambulan’ finals get going 
‘THE CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND OF “PAMAS- 
kong Rambulan” 6-cock derby, a block- 
buster event with P3 million at stake, gets 
under way today at the San Juan Coliseum 
with more than 100 fights lined up. 

After four days of elimination rounds, 23 
participants lead the competition with three 
wins each, including Alfe Soriano, Jingco 
Brothers (two entries), Joel Fernando, 
Louie Cua, Magno Lim, Otto Balboa, Datu 
Puti group, Emil Chua, Mayor Buddy Dun- 
ca, Willy Martinez, Sonny Lagon, Danny 
Teves, Allan Siaco and Rodolfo Pineda. 
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‘La Salle 


A SALLE IS GUNNING FOR A THIRD 
straight win but formidable Ateneo has 
Jain a warning trap: The “enemy” is in for 
a big surprise. 

Which side gets the last laugh and the 
bragging rights after three days of team golf 
will be known starting today when La Salle 
and Ateneo collide in their annual Match 
| Play 2007 at Tagaytay Midlands. 

“We're strong enough to shoot for a third 

|. straight win,” said La Salle captain Freddie 

Mendoza on the eve of the Ryder Cup-style 

event, a rivalry so ‘intense both schools 

tapped their best talents to ensure victory. 

“Our friends on the other side are in fora 
big surprise,” warned Ateneo skipper Teboy 
Javier. 

‘Mendoza and Javier were both evasive 
when asked who they will field against the 
other side's players in the first round. 

Six foursome and as many fourball 
matches are scheduled in each of the first 
two rounds of the three-day event, the piv- 
otal stage both teams want to dominate to 
gain breathing room going into the crucial 


‘TANPINCO 
singles matches Friday. 


the ceremonial drive. 


CLEVELAND—LEBRON JAMES BECAME THE 
youngest player in NBA history to score 9,000 
career points in helping the Cleveland Cava- 
liers edge the Milwaukee Bucks, 104-99, in 4 
double overtime on Monday. J 

‘The 22-year-old registered 31 points to boost his 
career total to 9,028, passing the milestone a year- 
and-a-half younger than Kobe Bryant of the Los An 
geles Lakers. 

“It is an accomplishment,” James told reporters. 
“It is the individual hard work that I put in during “ 
the summer time. It translates into what I do now 
on the court during the season. 

“tis a credit to myself and to the guys T work out 
with in the offseason.” 

Zydrunas Ilgauskas scored the Cavaliers’ first six 
points of the second overtime to seal the win. He 
finished with 24 points and 11 rebounds... 

“We were concentrating so much on LeBron that 
we forgot about Zydrunas, and he shot the ball 
well,” Bucks center Andrew Bogut said. “None of 
his buckets really were inside. When he shoots the 
ball like that, he's tough to stop.” 

In San Antonio, Texas, Grant Hill scored 22 
points and Leandro Barbosa collected 18 as the 
Phoenix Suns beat San Antonio, 100-95, handing 
the Spurs their first home loss of the season. 

It was the first meeting between the two teams 
since San Antonio eliminated the Suns in the NBA 
quarterfinals last season, 

Barbosa and Amare Stoudemire combined to 
score 14 points in the fourth quarter. Stoudemire- 
also finished in double figures with 17 points. 

“It was definitely fun to play the last two min- - A 
utes. It was high intensity, and a playoff atmo- ‘, 
sphere,” Stoudemire said. “And when you get play- 
off atmosphere game in December, you know it’s 
fun to play” 

‘Tim Duncan nearly had a double-double in the 
first quarter alone, with 10 points and eight re- 
bounds. His 36 points and 17 rebounds were both 
season-high. 

“He got going, and we tried to start throwing 
some different looks at him. He's the best. He's 
great,” Phoenix forward Grant Hill said. 

Steve Nash was held scoreless in the first 
half on zero-for-three shooting. His first field 
goal came with 8:34 left in the third quarteg 
and he finished with 10 points and 10 as- , 9 


sist, a 

‘Without France's Tony Parker intheline- | iy “XA 
up for the third straight game, the Spurs aa 

Neds, SUBS 

Dimakiling shares 

Standings anter Round 3: 

3.0 points—IM O. Dimakiling (RP), GM 
2. hamaparashvl (GEO); 25—IM J. Sadora 
(RP), GM Deo TH. (VE. Gena POS 
(IND), R.R. Laxman (IND), Shen S. (CHN), 
Wang L. (CHN); 20—GM M. Paragua (RP), 
1M J. Gonzales (RP), IM E. Paciencia (RP), 
GM Zhang Z. (SIN), GM Wu S. (SIN), GM S. 
Chonda (ND) GM'S. Megaranto (NA), GM 


Nguyen ÀD. (VIE), WGM Ù R. (CHN), Ùn C. 
(CHN), Wan Y (CHN) 

FILIPINO INTERNATIONAL MAS- 
ter Oliver Dimakiling downed two 
untitled Chinese in the second 
and third rounds to share the lead 
in the 4th Singapore Masters In- 
temational Open Toumament 
2007. 

Dimakiling, the Davao City ace 
who has an Elo rating of 2491, 
first whipped Lin Chen (2363) 
late Monday night, then out- 
played Wan Yunguo Tuesday 
morning. 

He sealed a fourth-round clash 
with his co-leader, Georgian 
Grandmaster Zurab Az- 
maiparashvili (2606), who 


trounced woman GM Li Ruofan 
(2417) of China. 

“I hope to do well here and 
„gain a possible GM norm,” Di- 
makiling, winner over Hong 
Kong WGM Anya Korke (2210) 
in the opening round Monday, 
said in a text message. 

‘Azmaiparashvili also thwarted 
Filipino IM Enrique Paciencia, 
‘who took the scalp of the third- 
seeded Indian GM Chanda 
Sandipan (2593) in the second 
round. 

GM Mark Paragua bowed to 
Wan in the second round and was 
stuck at 2 points in a tie with 10 
others, including compatriots Pa- 
ciencia and IM Jason Gonzales. 

New IM Julio Sadorra beat WIM 
Trine Kharisma Sukandar of In- 
donesia and FM Graham Chua of 
Singapore to lead the 2.5 pointers. 

Paragua demolished WGM Ko- 
rkeinthe third round. Marlon 
Bernardino, Contributor 
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SPORTS ws A 
Ateneo golf duel fires off today , 


The event, organized and hosted by Belle 
Corp. and Tagaytay Highlands in coopera- 
tion with the De La Salle Alumni Associa- 
tion Golf Club and the Ateneo Golf Founda- 
tion, officially kicked off last night with the 
parade of teams and traditional hitting of 


After losing in the inaugural staging of 
the event in 2004 at Sherwood Hills, the 
Archers took the next two duels at Camp 


g John Hay and at Sherwood. 

‘Tommy Manotoc, Francis Gaston, Miko 
Alejandro, Justin Tambunting, Jenz Teczon 
and SEA Games silver medalist Anya Tanpin- 
‘co banner La Salle's squad along with King 
Stehmeies, JP Reyes, Marco Olives, Justin | 
Limjap, Miko Yee, Oliver Gan, Sammy Sy, 
Chucky Hong, Raffy Garcia, Chris Infante, 
Chepe Dulay, Ronnie Littua, Kim Hong, Yayi 
Escuadro, Bobby Celestino, Bones Floro, 
Migs Garcia and Augie Palisoc. 1 

Ateneo pins its hopes on reigning national 
amateur champion Anthony Femando, Jeric 
Hechanova, Iggy Clavecilla, Junjun Plana, 
Marcel Puyat and Jingy Tuason with support 
to come from Gab Atienza, Joel Bemaldez, 
Manoling Chan, Leana Farrales, Bayani Gar- 
cia, John Gobing, Katrina Gonzales, Lovelyn 
Guioguio, Marty Ilagan, Bobby Iñigo, Pepot 
Figo, Jovi Neri, Mikey Ozaeta, Don Padilla, 
Lino Retuerto, Mark Rivera, Benjie Sarmien- 
to and Yoyong Velez. 

Updated results will be posted at 
pilipinasgolf.com, the official website of In- 
uirer Golf and Golf Digest Philippines. 


Cavs gun down Bucks 
on James’ milestone 


needed Duncan's effort to even stay close, as 
the rest of the starters combined to score 33 
points. San Antonio is 1-2 without Parker in 
the lineup. 
“OF course we miss Tony Parker. He's 
,, one of our best players,” Duncan said. 
“We miss him offensively and for the 
J pay he anacks and breaks people down. 
You never know how having him out 
$ there and having those things available 
Í to us would have changed things 
% tonight” 
$ In other games, Atlanta tripped 
j Utah, 116-111; Indiana waylaid New 
York, 119-92; Miami edged Min- 
nesota, 91-87; Golden State defeat- 
ed Memphis, 125-117; Dallas 
nipped Orlando, 111-108 and Port- 
land hammered New Orleans, 88-76. 
In Miami, Dwyane Wade survived a 
horrendous shooting night to score 30 points, 
Udonis Haslem added 18 and Miami finally found 
J) 8° away to win at home. 
i Shaquille O'Neal scored 15 points and added 
Leight rebounds before fouling out for Miami (7- 
17), which won for only the third time in 11 home 


games. 

Wade shot 6-for-22, including 10 straight misses 
in one stretch. But he had 14 points in the final 
quarter, when Miami needed him most. 

In Memphis, Tennessee, Stephen Jackson had 
28 points and 12 rebounds, and Monta Ellis added 
23 points to help Golden State end a three-game 
road losing streak. 

The Golden State victory overshadowed 32 
points from Memphis forward Rudy Gay, the sec- 
ond consecutive game in which he has surpassed 
30. 

Baron Davis finished with 22 points and eight 
assists, and Al Harrington added 17 points. Kelen- 
na Azubuike scored 15 for Golden State. 

In Pordand, Oregon, Brandon Roy had 24 points 
and eight assists to lead Portland over New Orleans 
for its eighth straight victory. 

David West had 21 points and Tyson Chandler 
had 16 points and 19 rebounds for the Hornets, 
‘who lost for the fourth straight time at the Rose 
Garden. 

Martell Webster had 13 points and Steve Blake 
had 10 for the Blazers. Chris Paul had 11 points 


and eight rebounds for New Orleans. Rasual Butler 
Reuters, AFR AP 
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Gov't posts record budget surplus of P54.1B 


P9OB from privatization covers collection shortfall 


balance the budget by 2008, or after 


By Michelle V. Remo revenues generated from the sale ofa “There is a fighting chance that we 


THE NATIONAL GOVERN- 
ment posted its highest ever 


big-ticket power asset. 

This brought the government's 
budget position for the first 11 
months of the year to a surplus of 
P12.6 billion—a huge swing from a 


may end up with a balanced budget 
this year,” Finance Secretary Margari- 
to Teves said yesterday. 

Should this happen, the Philip- 
pines would be a year ahead of its tar- 


10 years of being in the red. 
For this year, the government was 

supposed to reduce the deficit to P63 

billion from last year’s P64.8 billion. 
‘An overperformance in this year’s fis- 


budget surplus of P54.1 bil- 


Ss h cal target was expected largely because 
lion in November, aided by g: gely 


GOV'T/B7 


get of wiping out the budget deficit. 
The government originally meant to 


deficit of P58.3 billion recorded in the 
same period last year. 


TEVES 


‘Pocket open 
skies’ pushed 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE NATIONAL COMPETITIVENESS 
Council yesterday urged local airlines to 
support a proposed executive order that 
provides for “pocket open skies,” saying 
this would benefit growth since it would 
apply only to the Clark airport. 

Meneleo J. Carlos Jr., the NCC’s champion 
for a seamless infrastructure network, said 
in an interview that the government-private 
sector body was ready with its proposed EO 
500B, which is expected to boost in-bound 
budget tourism, which would have a domi- 
no effect on the domestic sector. 

‘Carlos explained that as proposed, EO S00B 
‘would offer limited air rights to foreign carri- 
ers, namely the third and fourth freedoms of 
the air—that right to carry passengers from 
‘one's country to another and the right to bring 
them in from one country to one's own. 

“These, would be for six months and, if 
there are no serious (contrary develop- 
ments), the fifth freedom may be imple- 
mented but only at the Diosdado Macapa- 

gal International Airport,” he s 

Carlos explained that the fifth free- 
dom—also referred to in the aviation in- 
dustry as “connecting flight"—meant full 
open skies as this allows airlines to carry 
passengers from one’s country to another, 
and onward toa third. 

“The original EO 500 provided the fifth 
freedom and we have seen its benefits,” he 
said. “Unfortunately this was rescinded 
through EO 500A.” 
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(See stock market raport on Page B2) Aen 
Stocks down on US worries P25,000 TERRY ee oo 
SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.5-PERCENT kaner OLX M/T menwa P1000 
lower yesterday as encouraging domestic Fuzion LX P12,500 
economic news failed to fully dispel lin- P70,000 ay itn Vt Create 
Filip horalle! ste the faltering US econ- $ Adventure GLX Plesel ee em LTO Ragletration. Fuzion OLX 
omy, dealers sai i 
The composite index ended down 3 P100,000 V Chattel Mortgage for as long as 24: months 
18.61 points to 3,470.21 after falling by H Fuzion OLX oy amanea Freire +502 Downpayment 
up to 2.1 percent earlier in the day. 4 v Acoessortes 
‘The broader all-share index fell 10.82 


points to 2,136.18. 

There were 66 decliners and 41 ad- 
vancers, while 59 were unchanged. 

Atotal of 2.1 billion shares valued at 
P5.3 billion changed hands. 

“We may see a technical rebound to~ 
morrow and some window-dressing be- 
fore the holidays, but sentiment will re- 
main negative in the near term given wor- 
ries about stagflation in the US anda 
slowdown in Philippine economic growth 
next year,” said Jose Vistan of AB Capital 
Securities. 

The selloff in the US markets continued 
Monday despite a Federal Reserve move 
to offer $20 billion in 28-day credit to 
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By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson rights offer next year would fund funds—in the form of loans and æ as H H < = 
as as å Mo nso MO wao 


FIL-ESTATE LAND INC. HAS SE- 
cured the consent of the Philippine 


projects in Metro Manila and hotel- 
resort villas in Boracay. 
Reyes also disclosed that the 


‘equity—from the Lim Asia Group 
of Hong Kong to fund initial phas- 
es of its projects such as the 


zias 


| Stock Exchange (PSE) to raise P577 board of the company approved a Cathedral Heights condominium = a wes Eg 
million through astock rights offer. memorandum of agreement that in New Manila, Quezon City; the 15% pi s tors me 

In a disclosure, Fil-Estate Land will be entered into between 18-story Sto. Domingo Tower in $ es ou u a Me 

said the PSE issued a notice of ap- Camp John Hay Development Quezon City; Boracay Resort Vil- $3, wahoo See Tia 
proval dated Dec. 14 approving the Corp, real-estate developer Fil- las; a condotel at the Camp John $7% 370%  kmresrmacn otters n a “RR “MND a 
company’s stock rights offer. Estate Urban Development Corp. Hay Suites and Camp John Hay H 12 PCI Leasing and nance te. 18 18 rer "50.000 

The offering entitles sharehold- and Fil-Estate Land for the com- Forest Cabins; Twin Lakes; Sta. ae a eee uen un a don am 


ers on record as of Jan. 10, 2008, to 
buy one share for every 2.51 shares 


pletion of the first phase of the 
Camp John Hay Suites and Forest 


Barbara in Iloilo; Manila South- 
woods; a condominium hotel pro- 


hoes Power Carp EO MO 


5 


78000 


they own at an exercise price of P1 Cabins in Baguio City. ject dubbed Capitol Plaza in Que- ms ‘@ fest Gon Cor. “s. as D pa 
each. The offer period will be from Phase 1 of Camp John Hay Suites zon City; Harbor Town; a golf, re- fis $ Fem Poa akg Co cat. ME OSS meme 
Jan. 25 to Feb. 1. is a condominium horel estimated sort and subdivision community ts 16 lem tuere corser Tee Te u 

Fil-Estate Land corporate secre- to have 130 to 140 rooms while the called New Port Hillsin Batangas, 74 43, Pacey Deron. cop. oe g u amm 
tary Gilbert Reyes said the fundsto Forest Cabins are duplex units. and Forest Hills, a residential is 64 Paner Përoitom Pipes ie eo Rte e ber) 


be raised from the company’s stock 


Fil-Estate Land has raised 


community in Antipolo. 
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By Riza T. Olchondra 
CEBU PACIFIC HAS MADE FRESH 


whose runways are too short for its 
Airbus fleet, particularly Caticlan, 


orders and eight options. This is on 
top of the up to 20 Airbus jets 


Er 


as 
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orders for four turbo-prop ATR 72- Aklan, which serves the Boracay ,worth $1.3 billion it announced 
500 aircraft to be used for small air- tourist destination. last year. 
ports, bringing its total firm orders Areas with smaller airports will The turboprop aircraft were 
to 10 aircraft worth more than $178 likely experience a business boom made by Toulouse, France-based re- 
million. as the 72-seat ATRs bring in more gional aircraft manufacturer Avions a mt = — 
“From our current fleet of 15 Air- tourists and businessmen, Gokong- de Transport Regional (ATR). ATR 3 A 7 2ta oon 
busaircraft, we could havea fleet of wei said. The Caticlan service will is the world leader in the 50- to 74- Ig EEAO as 
1 up to SO aircraft composed of 32 start on Feb. 29, 2008, using Cebu seat turboprop market. a 335 335 335 335 199,000 
>” Airbus and 18 ATRs by the end of Pacific's first ATR. Cebu Pacific will take delivery of $188 os aan. oe ammm 
2012 if all (order) options are con- The Philippines has 75 airports, thefirstsix ATRsin2008and fourin 365 ry ‘todas ime A 2e za 2a 2a e000 
verted into firm orders,” airline of which only 25 can accommodate 2009. The company will also take 9e gor omes com oos om samo 
president Lance Gokongwei saidin Cebu’s bigger Airbus fleet. delivery of four Airbus A320 air- Six am oa oma oma omi aisom 
a statement yesterday. In May this year, Cebu Pacifican- craftin 2008, bringingitsfleetto25 73, 3$, sooga sgt Mama 
‘The additional aircraft will allow nounced its acquisition of up to 14 by the end qf 2008. bry as A D a o pd 
r i Bie 3 ie SH viame 
$ ao å n 0 
Pocket open skies’ pushed rers» a cee ee ae 
a Carlos said such “pocket open skies” would t2 is 2 3 8 S 
be a boon for overseas Filipino workers who $e $5, en E am 
could travel back home more often through 145 89 as 99 38 99 623.000 
Dolar peso the budget airlines. soo o mo omo omo m shi 
Equivalent Equivalent Equivalent He added that the domestic hotel and air- fis 1% a u "I U n 
(0694996 1000000 415310 line industries would get more businessinac- $$ ete ‘tom 
“Japan Yen: 0.006148 0.008854 commodating more tourists and ferrying {3 = i o ae en) roe. 
Pound 1.404069 2.072000 them from Clark to their final destinationslike 2, 13, 2 ae 
Dolar 0.089055 0.128248 Boracay and other tourist favorites. : = = a 
Fane. 0.604296 0.870246 “We have seen this with Asian Spirit, which es ost ‘ptr 
Dollar (0.690255. used to bring passengers from Clark to Boracay 3. = wi O uam 
f Dollar 0.475386. but, with growth of its business, now flies direct a 
“Dolar 0.594823. 5756. between Korea and Boracay,” Carlos said. “Sol è | wo g n mo mn 
LU Bahr Dinar” 1.852909 7108202 don't see why (the proposed order) should be zs fzos nso mao mso nao ngaa 
7o Saudi arabia Ral 0.186168. 11.0747 objectionable to bigger domestic players.” woo io ieo amo gao m 
Brunei Dollar 0.473764 283353 He added that encouraging budget airlines $s u aa 5 S an 
“Indonesia Rupiah 0.000074 00044 to operate in the country would free up more 9% S% te oa om om zun 
= ae 1376 spending money that travelers would other- Me op Y 2 7 Yen 
Ditam 0189080 azra 113086. wise spend on air fare. on srs on ozs oz  o25 280.000 
= 1.000009 Mo Bee. of $1,000 without open mo 2 in o oia "B mam 
N skies, (low-cost) travelers spen onair if à an asi ca ar 
Yan” ams LEEN fare and $500 on tourism,” pea a = za iso oOo iso ʻao om 
s y . 7 To tama! “om 
i gaosi oten “With open skies, the wavelerwouldonlyspend Sis o3 a oa od ar aram 
T : ee te ee owe ta 
D. Maya Ringi 0.207965 0.299491 Do e ean porooro u is uo iso mo mem 
Malays Anggi oaos oaia ‘our economy would absorb,” he a us ie ae ws o fos mn 
= 3 Carlos said the NCC was expected to pre- $5, Om iso ao w mo mom 
“Sweden Kroner 0.105826 _ 0.152400 6.3283. : im aa de oso tat 
Taiwan Nt Dollar ‘0ziza1 ~~ 0.030805. 12797 Sent to Malacañang the proposed EO SOOB sa sas = n = s am 
m soon, after which everything would be inthe gå se cc a es E 
eer" E hands of President Macapagal-Arroyo. eS E E =) 
2 I> Ginosa ne to R HO NO mm 
TEN r a t S E 


Ca tpe zu aa agaa io unana ste Pras. iac CC 
onic tam nmo Geta aood noo aseo 140 
A Kea TENE ee Soon imo tmo soa 

m. eae = m m eee) 


PCCI Securities. 
Early in the day, 
the government 
reported that the 
jobless rate fell to 
6.3 percent in Oc- 
tober from 7.8 per- 
cent in July, with 
nearly half of the 


Shortly before the 


ono 


eo TT 
this has led to in- 575 21 15 155 wo 15235 
k - as is nomo mo a Neco 
vestors ignoring fa- goss aw 0038 0037 oos 0037 21,900.00 
vorable economic § 152 a at 31 at 90.000 
n tO Fe ee ee E 
developmentsinthe $ as amo awo awo oa sano 
Philippines,” said 2% tt 13 2 i 188 1go 
Francisco Liboro of $95 om os oe ooa od 


work force em- = ry = = = Ea 
E p 

ployed by the ¢ 204 cre ee ee zrsa00 

booming services 172 as 1075 1075 W 105 956.500 

: 2 53 yer g3 Sat 

sector. ee a a ee cs 


weakening in the 
US economy may 
further hurt Philip- 
pine exports and 
even trim remit- 
tances of Filipinos 


"2007 to Mar. 31, 2008 


market closed, the $27 $% eee) are Mim 
government said it 74, 3s a 2o g Taam 
would likely end ZZ č ë N ae 2 8 ume 
2007 with a fiscal = 21 is a “as mom 
< fi 
position that is s Ste oa is aa Qomo 
much stronger than as tz tas te ‘ts savant 
ViewSonic PJ503D envisioned previ- ous our ce om im 
ously, wing © F ‘ ose 
1500 ANSI Lumens fecodied a hefty omo toms aoa ao aoa anaoa 
ams nar oas oos omes ooms Taano 
budget surplus of na 3s ma Cos C'az “as sewo 
27 P54.1 billion in a 
70"x70"(177.8 em x 177:8 em) Meraai aio- 
5 Projection Screen for every | yyon PageBI.) 
23 purchase of ViewSonic PJ503D Eae a 
AVLS All Visual & Lights Systems beets "2so7 


www.avis.com.ph er NCH PERM NO s037 serios of 3007. 
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PRICE MONITORING 


Costs of goods remain stable in run-up to holidays | 


By Ronnel W. Domingo els seen the previous month. lic that there is ample supply of “Such inventories are enough 

and Amy R, Remo "The trade chief said that, as agricultural produce, particularly to meet the average consumer 
for agricultural goods, prices of that of chicken, this Christmas. demand of 22 million kilos in 

CHRISTMAS IS LESS THAN A pork liempo and chicken have “We have sufficient supply of the metropolis,” he added. 


PSBank, 


weekaway yet pricesofgoodsre- remained at P140 and P120, re- chicken for this month so con- Tracing the market price pat- , 
main stable, according to the De- spectively. sumers have no reason toworry tern since 2005, Yap noted that 4 FU (Z 
partment of Trade and industry. Prices of refined and brown about prices going beyond their market rates of chicken normal- 
“Contrary to speculations, we sugar went down by P2 a kilo normal holiday level,” Agricul- ly go up by as much as 10 per- TIME DEPOSIT 
havenotseen any major upward and those of rice by P1. ture Secretary Arthur C. Yap cent during the season. 
movement in prices,” Trade Sec- Agriculture officials have as- said. “It is normal for prices to. Monitoring teams deployed 


retary Peter B. Favila sai sured the public that the spike go up slightly at this time given by the DA showed that dressed 


Citing the latest monitoring of 3to 10 percent in retail prices the seasonal increase in con- chicken was selling for an aver- * 
reports from the DTI and the normally takes place during the sumer demand.” age of P115 to P120 per kilo in 

Department of Agriculture, Fav- Christmas season as a result of He said chicken supply was Metro Manila markets during 

ila said that prices of basic higher consumer demand. After adequate for the rest of the the weekend. 0 


goods such as canned meat, sar- the holidays, the prices will month as frozen inventoriesare Already, Yap had secured 


fines milk, coffee, soap and de. then revert to previous levels: currently pegged at seven mil- commitments from industry 
tergents have remained at lev. They likewise assured the pub- lion kilos. cosrs/B7 

GSIS: Punish the villain, not the victim Guaranteed 
A YOUNG MAN (LET US CALL F is compulsory on the partofJer- and vice chair, to collect un- P 
him Jerry), fresh out of college, (QUESTIONS # A, y, receipts should not be need- paid premiums, among other Minimum of PhP 50,000 
enters government service. On i saa ed to prove his payments. debts, shall subject them to . 5-year placement, tax-free 
the day his employment status OF POLICIES: * ©." Somebody else is responsible imprisonment of at least six + Accessible monthly income 
becomes permanent, he is com- pfs for the shortage. months and not more than one 


* Rata is por annum and subject to change without prior notice. 


ernment Service Insurance Sys- General office, treasurer, finance officer, P5,000 and not more than 

tem. cashier, disbursing officer, bud- P10,000, without prejudice to 
Under the Endowment at pays to GSIS, including the get officer or other official or any other civil or administra- 

65 policy, Jerry pays a level earnings thereon, will be re- employee who failsorrefusesto tive liability. 

annual premium until age 65. turned in the form of death, dis- remit or delays remittances by When the supposedly unpaid 

If he dies before 65, his bene- ability and pension benefits, ac- more than 30 days is subject to premium is deducted from Jer- 

ficiary receives the full sum cording to strict actuarial equa- ajail term of as much as 6 years 1y’s pension, GSIS is punishing 


pulsorily insured by the Gov- Honesto C. a : ‘The law is clear. The head of year, and a fine of at least 


insured less any outstanding tions specified in the law. anda fine of as much as P6,000, the victim. What GSIS should d to 391-772 for Smas A T tan ache wea coer = 
loans. If he reaches 65, hecan After 45 years of faithful and and are barred forever from do, instead, is to punish the vil- il car waste ua wam pabanh soph 
choose to receive a monthly efficient service to the govern- holding public office or practic- lains. Surely, there are a lot of Monbar of te PONC. Maismaa apo iatunanca fr enc Dap 1s PZ5A000 
pension. ment, Jerry files for retirement. inga profession requiringagov- these dirty characters crawling 
Every payday, Jerry’s share of By Gods grace, Jerry is healthy ernment license. around the premises. 
the premium is deducted from andislooking forward toawell- Also, the employ- ao 
his salary. He has no say about earned life of ease reserved for er is the collecting Mtaoucemewercronc” | PLUG & PLAYS 
the insurance transaction. It is senior citizens. agent of GSIS. Fail- MIRETS EnA ff mi 
required by law. To his’ utter consternation, ure of the agent to é 2 F DO-IT-YOURSELF 
Anyway, he welcomes the de- Jerry is told that he missed pay- collect and/or remit Aaea f i EE integrated Video 


duction. It is only about 40 per- ing a few monthly premiums. the premium should 16CH/ 8CH and Power Cabla 
cent of total premium. The bal- The shortage will have tobe de- not be the fault of Network DVR 

ance of about 60 percent is a ducted from his pension. He Jerry. ronasiowns 

fringe benefit paid by his em- cannot prove his payments be- Finally, listen to `P28,000 

ployer. It is also the duty of the cause he did not keep a com- this: The law goes {7233333 


= {paname 3 nasaan Pover Cae 
employer to remiteverythingto plete file of his pay slips. The on to say that fail- | fertimes A wem 5 E in 75m an 100m 
GSIS. amountinquestionisnotmuch, ure ofthe members EopmEpue Protect your heme and business. % 
‘The law guarantees that the buthe is enraged. of the GSIS Board, [Batons neal meaty | cw: 723-7959 | Oz, af 
money Jerry and his employer Because coverage with GSIS including the chair — 


‘Cayenne Porsche Financing Campaign in partnership with Banco De Oro. All applications are subject to bank approval. PGA Cars is a CAMP! Member. 


Many people feel they can’t afford a Porsche. 
It’s only a feeling. 


The Cayenne. 


Drive home the Cayenne with our special ownership packages: 


* Net monthly payment for as low as P65,000.00 OR PORSCHE 
wo y 
Down payment schemes for as low as P952,500.00. Porsche Centre Philippines 
Every purchase comes with an owner's exclusive Cayenne Watch PGA Cars Porsche Building 
201 EDSA, Mandaluyong City 
from the Porsche Design Driver's Collection. Tel.: (02) 727-0145 


Per DTI NCR permit #A3-1011 series of 2007: Promo valid from December 7, 2007 to January 30, 2008. 


Pepubico he Prutppinos 
ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSI 
‘San Miguel Avenua, Pasig Gly 


INTHE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR 


N 
BUILD - REABILITATE - OPERATE — 
TRANSFER. (BROT) POWER PROJECT, 
WITH PRAYER FOR PROVISIONAL 
AumonnY 


ERC CASE NO. 2007-59 RC 
NATIONAL POWER CORPORATION (NPC), 
“Applcant. 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 


‘TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES: 
Notes ishereby given that on Novertbar 19, 2007 he National Power Corporation (NPC) fled 
‘anappleation rhe Commision s approva of auth 1o recover costs rine Powe Purchase 
Agramont othe Cairaya -Botocan = Kaayann (CBK) Buld Reais Operaia Tarsier, win 
prayer tor provisonat anor 
Tin said application, NPC aloged among other tings, hat: 


loys pad Sage Foes PTT 
Kalayaan Purged Si Plan Ua 


{na erior dled Api 2, 2005, NPC was ionnad tale now indiroct owners of CSK 
Power Co Lid are: Esci Power Development Co, Lid, (Power) and Sumitomo Corporation 
je of net lores wich wes completed on Jar) 10. 2005 


lagers 
ana Sarmon Capone. arnorg cher: gprs ae ab sh peed powand Parer he 
‘inet oqurenents cle APC wro shan am putras he are Ca be preva o! Pe BPOT, 
“Sched 7 o! me BROT Agreement shovs tha ba Cantal Recovery Fes (CRF) sath rata ol 
‘$11 87A Mons ier Conrac! Yee 1 fo and SA SANW- Marah orb remaing conc years The 
Etna tarirnc Foos (0'8 Fen S ma maa Pun torn. he CH oe ee 
NEC in respe lh recovery of 1 conracier capt nvechrent. Rcgang fe on 
(tsar nereas be 08 M Fee oe lees paytla by NPC Io cornarer reaped serves ed 
otet 6 20 cncredne revere eas ude Pe 


FT ETAN Monit EE 


nre 
01 ta GBK Preja wngortakon: 
‘Schedule 15o! the CBK BROT Agreement hich isa briat deception of existing CSK L 
Power plants prior o ns enabeaton 
Senece 1 ol the CEK BROT Agreement which dott the scapa of works to be 
Undeaken ty Iha proponon r Ihe chabitaion and uyadngo CƏK andthe design 
Sippy and canal © Kalayaan 1: and 
“Tra comparison one Guar’ and grail Niet Coates Capacity 
‘Test of he CBK Power Compsx conducied by NOU cart fem ts Comploton les 
{8,1 providas he folowing ntamaton on the completion dates of the ehabltaion o! CBK 
Siaga i nyarosiecine power parus” 
a Caa 
Unt 
Unt 
b. Borcan 
Unt? 
Unt 
Ont 


“0. Kt average cost in paso per komat: hou (PAW) for be Radiat Oper 
(ROM) and Bus Operate Tarsier (BOT) porton of me BROT contact are Pe 194k ad 
Pi Sraa, especialy based on he May 28 to June 25, 207 biling period: 

1, The calculated impact lhe cost of is contrac on hs gri at Luzon assuming he 
covet boing app th potion is already approved y tra Commason balora fe NPC's Hr 
{line th GAM covering he test partod Novrnbr 20096 Jauary 2006 shal ba an wierease ot 
Portas or an accional revere of Pr 08.805 247 88. Ukame, 1e onisting etecire rates 

03080 “aresr_—| aore 


A 
Hay 2007 
June 2007 3060. “47657 | asra 


T2. The capacty fae and operator ao maintenance castin Tra win he emeriaton ol 
“te contract scrim bang pid by NOC Iirough irarcing wiis not recovatng any amount 
Ence 1mo start of na operation of ho subject plant n 2001; and 

13 Unless tis ponton 1s aparoves provisional and mediately, ts operators and franc) 
‘abit wa b serous jeoparaeed. 

“The Commission has sot e application or iiai hearing and poi conlerence on January 
‘24,2008 (Thursday) at nine o lock in tne morning (600 a.m) af tne ERC Hearing Room, 1317 
Floor, Pacitie Cener Building. San Miguel Avenue, Pasig Ciy 


GRAM RATE 
reak Wt BE 
INCLUDED avin) 
03805 

703008 


‘EXISTING 


EFFECTIVE 
RATE (Ph) 
870. 
48700. 


EFFECTIVE 
(ts CB 
BOSS. 
50559 


‘Al such parsons who may wish to havo a copy spleen may rauast me separ pror o 
‘nocatn of piai nearing Paley Da mises man a copy ci spleanon The spicat ately 
‘Grecied fo hanian at oc making auch runs wth copes lta sppteaion ard te aback, 
‘tse toembureemen ot asttabe poocapng cota Uewsa, oy sch pean may erara 
‘he appacabon ard oiner porinan records oa wit th Commision dune usual cs Poors 

"WITNESS, the Honorable RODOLFO B. ALBANO, J. Chaman and the Honorable 
Commision: ALEJANDRO Z. BARI, RAUF A TAN and JOSE C REVES, Energy Regulatory 
Gommission. he Sn day of Osceroar, 2007s Pasi iy 


(Sed) FRANCIS SATURNINO C. JUAN 
Brocas Dreset 


[PDI Dee. 196 20.200) 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


Y 
MR. RUEL CEZAR F. ANCHETA 


This is to inform the public that MR. RUEL CEZAR F. ANCHETA, 

whose picture appears above with last known addresses at 

Malacampa, Camiling, Tarlac is no longer connected with DIWA 

- DISTRINET INC. BAGUIO, a distributor of DIWA LEARNING 
~ | SYSTEMS INC. publications effective November 30, 2007. 


21 || Henceforth, he no longer has the authority to transact or conduct 
= | business in behalf of the above-mentioned companies. 


DIWA MANAGEMENT 


(PDI-Decomber 19,2007) 


ee, en, CLASSIFIEDS 


e PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2007- 


lepublic of tne Philippines: 
ravines of La Union 
Cuy of San Femando 2500 
OFFICE OF THE PROVINCIAL TREASURER, 
‘December 10. 2007 
FINAL NOTICE OF DELINQUENCY 


MRS. amA B. GO, Senior Vie Prstiont 8 OIC 
BAUANG PRIVATE POWER CORPORATION, Brgy. Payocpoc Sur, Bauang. 2501 La Union | 


“Tiss lm you hat or record show at your resi property tees due on properypoperts registered in your name stod bom remain unpais tom 1995 to July 31. 2007 which have ben 
esol nna atl daa tbe mona ot Faraar 1 208 ate Pros Cap Cy of ut Faranda La Union prs tothe provost Sector 25, REUSE Aa Moana oe 
‘Sovereat Code a 199) 
(CERTIFIED STATEMENT OF DELINQUENCY 
ind tat | Bx | Prop-indero. TONo. ‘Assessed Taxable E Pena TOTAL 
No. | No: vsue ear Tar 

EN A 152873000 | 1005-2007 E E EEL CIETE 
Mac 008-08010007 0010001 | 0250603 | 27452858000 —| 19052007 | 43290532080 | Bar 56081 14 Fass ane 
ach 00808 02309400S M001 | 0290104 —| 4167 se1.50000 | 19952007 | — 6375643280 70170 EEEE 
EN 00808 0250340003 | a25-0160s |- 108.8418000 — | 19952007 217286320 | 141231872 3505 17982 
se 008.08:025:095 009-4003 | 02901608 —| Te si seseso.co |10952007 | 302 590.51720 | 238.839.902 16- 8 4.50098 
ach p-0-oxsass-Sossuone_|_ceo-01eo7 | oaee.os 10000 | 19952007 | 19249.7230 | 125.802.015 08 3198417380 
ack aoe-e- das s-oop one | e2o-01608 | 291 04.000 — |- 1995-2007 Base pos8o | 2794954 52 A 
ac 10-05-025-096-006 001 | 029101609 "53,768,71000 —| 1985 2007 "a7esra20_| —eo0.55.16 77S S27 
each 15-05 osscar ooe or | G25-01610 | 96336852009 | 10052007 | 1928737040 | 1253570000 3180307040 
SUB-TOTAL Bisa.as. 120.00 ‘riot aan 240_|_riereaosae 218.453.000. 82- 
a e | aar [74520120000 | asar | 14924 coso | 2903an 06 11237A SA 
= Dosos ossos oos iona | ozaoires | —eez-sinso0o | 2032007 | 1284537760 | 2749.100 39 15595546 18 
= s-e-a2505-003 ois |-uea-01ve9 | ste 70.00.00 —[ 2009-2007 —| —vo.sa,19600 12.208 75535 
= poss ae5.09¢009- | Ges.01781 2190536000 —| 20092007 496.107 60 5140828 
= 008-08 029 19 007-1001 | 02901782 31 1670000 -| 2009-2007 3235000 | 21222040 13856840 
= 05-08 625-005 012 1001 | 02901759 608560 00 —| 20032007 3210820. 773820 BTA 
[e 008-08:028:037-002-1001 |02951794 70887.3300 | 2000-207 21775288 | 100.13920 EIEI 
— 5-05 425 06-006 1001 | 02951785- 570558000 —[ 20022007 EZKE EKEN 22At 
= 6-05 225 t38 00a- 1001| 028.01788- 58290000 | 20052007 KEET 3.40855 170566. 
— 5-0 95-005 1001| 029-0177 278.02000 —| ~ 2009-2007 35600 386 8 EA 
= 095-05 a25-09-003 1002| 02901738 3e7 38000 —| 2005-207 454780 123518 18270 
Bag 6-0 2s 6-001 1001 | 028.01780 715732000 —| 20032007 7.12540) ESEN 28507 90 
SUS TOTAL 67 768,183.00 3535536356 Zi 

‘GRAND TOTAL 3705179731300 TAGi 03594620 

Barangay Payocpoc Sur. Bauang. La Urion Computations good up to July 3, 2007 

Uniags your above sated raai propery tax cobgasons are paid whin ten (10) days rom recsipt hereot or you show proto payment by presenting your latest ax receipt othe Revenue Division ot 


Very ty yours, 
{gu} VIOLETA B. ABENOJA 
EB hepar ronwa 

(Soa) PRANCIS R. E.ESTIGOY 
Paana eases 


(Po1-December 128 19.2007) 


~~ OBITUARIES 


07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS 


P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 


7878716/1964371 
09213497170 


“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
Thave called you by your name; 


lovayseeaos0 You are mine. 
7269687 


- Isaiah 43:1 


Conchita Nena” Kastrollo Quirino 


February 6, 1929 - December 17, 2007 


Her husband Tomas Syquia Quirino (t), son of the late President 
Elpidio Quirino; children Butch, Eddie, Cory, Poncy, Louie (+), 
Cecilia & Connie; children-in-law Christina, Anamarie, Felino & 
Cesar; grandchildren Miguel, Lissa, Dodie, Ali, Tamila, Paul, Chuck, 
Chris, Dan, Justin, Migui, Martina, Michael, Roger, Tommy & great- 
grandchildren Sage & Kisses, request for your prayers. 


in 2008 


Her remains lie in state at Sampaloc Chapel, La Funeraria Paz-Sucat 
(inside Manila Memorial Park), Sucat, Parafiaque City. 

Cremation will follow the 11:00 a.m. Mass on Thursday, 
December 20, 2007. 


In lieu of flowers a donation to TULOY STREET CHILDREN 
FOUNDATION will be appreciated. 


Gina Medina 


LOVE IS THE THEME 
for the forthcoming 
Philippine Philhar- 
monic Orchestra (PPO) 
opening concert for 
2008 slated on Jan. 11, 
2008, 8 p.m. at the 
Cultural Center of the 
Philippines (CCP) 
Main Theater. Fea- 
tured guests are violin- 
ist Gina Medina and 
CCP Vice President and 
Artistic Director 
Fernando Josef. 
Dubbed as “Love's 
Labours," the program 
starts with Finzi’s 
Love's Labour's Lost 
, Op. 268 inspired 
by Shakespeare with 
Josef reading the three 
Soliloquies in Filipino. 
Followed by Vaughan 
Williams’ Romance for 
Violin and Orchestra 
entitled The Lark As- 
cending and excerpts 
from Prokofiev's fa- 
mous ballet Romeo 


GLORIA GUERRERO SAGISI 


(Widow of Crispulo S. Sagisi of Laoag City) 
born April 3, 1915, peacefully joined her Creator on 
December 13, 2007 at 92 years old. 


She is survived by her children Glocrito, Cris Jr., Dahlia and 
Minerva; Children-in-law Vivien Batoyon, Francisca Dujale, 
Patricio Saldaña and Alfred Toloza; Grandchildren Patrick & 


and Juliet. Elizabeth Soutter, Clem-Ehros, Maria Louisa Navalta, 
350/500/700/900, Christina, Clarissa, AJ and Alan; Great-grandson Luis Carlos; 


with discounts for stu- 
dents, senior citizens 
and groups. For sub- 
scriptions, please call 
Lilia Casasola-Januare 
at the CCP Marketing 
Department-832-1125 
loc. 1806 or call the 
CCP Box Office-832- 
3704, Ticketworld at 
National Bookstore- « 
891-9999 for tickets, 
or visit CCP website: 
‘www.culturalcenter. 
gov.ph. 


Brother Fred and Sister Cresencia; nephews, nieces, relatives and 
friends. 

Her body lies at the family’s residence in Laoag City. Last tespects 
and viewing will be on December 22, 2007 at 9 a.m. to 12 nn at 
UCCP, Laoag City. Funeral services will be at 1:30 p.m. 
Interment will follow at the Laoag City Cemetery. 


WEDNESDAY, 


flo Arrobio Andin, Sr. 


29 SEPTEMBER 1926 in Claveria, Cagayan 
45 DECEMBER 2007 in the City of San Fernando, Pampanga 


Assistant Solicitor General, retired in 1991 
of the Philippines, College of Law, Class 1952 
Alpha Phi Beta Fraternity, University of the Philippines 
Past President, Rotary Club of Southern Pampanga 
Past President, Integrated Bar of the Philippines, Pampanga Chapter 


Ester Lingad Andin 


Ma, Gilda® 
Ma. Fides [Daks] and Alexander 
Ma. Agnes [Gor] and Leo 
Ma. Eliza [Ando] 
Zoilo Jr. [Boyet] and Diane 
Ma. Perla Joyce [Peia] 
Elmer [Tolong] and Rowena 
z Cecil [TI] and Ethel 


Ma. Rosa Carmela, Zoilo Alexander Miguel, and Ma. Ana Patricia 
Natasha and Lisa Nicole 
Jan Christian; Jenny Cid and Jan Michael Eli 
‘Alphonso Rafael and Zoe Arianna 
Eduardo Luis and Mikaela Louise 
Cyrus John and Tyler James 


His remains lie in state at the Sampaguita and Orchid Rooms, 
Good Shepherd Memorial Park 
at MacArthur Highway, Dolores, City of San Fernando, Pampanga. 


Interment shall be on Thursday 20 December 2007 
immediately following the 9 a.m. mass. 


Don't grieve for me, for now I am free..I am following the path God laid for me, I took His 
hand when Lheard Him call, I turned my back and left it all. 1 could not stay another day, to laugh, 
to love, to work or play. Tasks left undone must stay that way for I have found that place at the 
close of day. 

If my parting has left a void, then fill it with remembered joy, a friendship shared, a laugh, a 
kiss. Ah yes, these things, I too, shall miss. Be not burdened with times of sorrow; I wish you the 
sunshine of tomorrow. 

‘My life's been full, I savored much, good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch. Perhaps 
my time seemed all too brief, don't lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your heart and share with me. God wanted me now, He set me free. 


‘There is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every affair under the heavens. 
‘A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to uproot the plant, 
‘A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance. 


TO COMMEMORATE JHE 


bth, Death 


ANNIVERSARY & 
By Ta Ci 


MVOSIIER FUQESOl 


(March 15, 1946 - December 20, 2002) 


MASSES WILL BE OFFERED FOR THE ETERNAL REPOSE OF HER SOUL 
ON THURSDAY, 20 DECEMBER 2007 AT THE FOLLOWING CHURCHES: 


Santuario de San Antonio - Forbes Park, Makati City ao 
National Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes - Retiro Street, Quezon City 
San Agustin Church - Intramuros, Mania .mm.mmnnnnrnernnn 
Santuario de San Pedro Bautista - San Francisco Del Monte, Quezon City. 
Malate Catholic Church - Malate, Manila usns i 

Manila Metropolitan Cathedral - Intramuros, Manila 
Santo Domingo Church - Quezon Avenue, Quezon City. 
Christ the King Church - E. Rodriguez Boulevard, Quezon City 
Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel - New Manila, Quezon City 
Saint Paul the Apostle Parish - Timog, Quezon City. 
Monasterio de Santa Clara - Balanga, Bataan ... s 
Saint Andrew the Apostle Parish - Bel-Air I, Makati City... 
Abbey of Our Lady of Montserrat - Mendiola, Manila ....... 


-7:00 a.m. 
7:30 am. 
12:15 p.m. 
:00 p.m. 
-6:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
10 pam. 


Her loving husband, Eddie; and daughter, Eileen; request the relatives, friends, 
and people whose lives she has touched to offer a prayer for her soul. 
Her family also conveys sincere appreciation and gratitude to all who sympathized, remember, 
offer mass and prayers, and keep Norma alive itr their memories and hearts. 


“Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord. 
And let perpetuat light shine upon her. May she rest in peace. Amen.” 
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UNIT 1703, 17th FLOOR, 3 BR w/ T&B 
1 MAIDS RM. W/ T&B, 200.36 SQ.M., with 
car garage 
HORIZON CONDO BLDG. 
Meralco Ave., Ortigas Center, Pasig 
AGENTS ARE WELCOME 
CALL 687-55-18 / 0918-9843216 
OWNER LEAVING / 0917-8626566 


UNIT 1702, 17th FLOOR, 2 BR w/ T&B 
1 MAIDS RM. W/ T&B, 127.20 SQ.M., with 
car garage 
HORIZON CONDO BLDG. 
Meralco Ave., Ortigas Center, Pasig 
AGENTS ARE WELCOME 
CALL 687-55-18 / 0918-3843216 
OWNER LEAVING / 0917-8626566 


UNIT 2901, 29th FLOOR, 4 BR w/ 5 T&B, 
1 DEN & 2 TERRACE W/ PARKING, 351.19 
SQ.M. FLOOR AREA 


‘ I have 
3 Bernardina Jaucian j fought the 
Anson de los Reyes good fight, 
passed away on December 17, 2007 l have 
at the age of 91 sive 
Family and friends are welcome to finished 
attend her wake at the PEA Chapel, the race 
Our Lady of Assumption Parish 
in Guinobatan, Albay 
until December 21. Ihave 
Interment willbeon kept the 
December 22 at 4:30 p.m. : 
$ gi tie Guinobatan Cemetery. i faith 
ego | (2 Timothy 4:7) 


~. CLASSIFIEDS... 


‘Subic Amino Hightech Corporation 
is in need of: 


MANAGER FOR LOGISTICS 


Critaria: - Graduate of any 4-year course 
= Atleast 2 years experience in 
ImporvExport 
= Can speak fluent Nihonggo 
Interested applicants can submit their applications 
to: 
Subic Amino Hightech Corporation 
£28 Boton Lights and Science Park Bldg. 
‘Subic Bay Freeport Zone 
Teletax: (047) 252-7337 


URGENT HIRING! 
* Chilled Water Installer / Technician 
* Ref & Aircon Installer / Technician 
* Driver 
28-40 years old, at least 3 years of 


N ras piee res serie 


“CLASSIFIEDS a 


For your Classified Ads requirements, 
Classified Ads call our Classifieds Advertising Hotlines: 
DOLE-R W Head Office: Makati: 
= 897-8425 (Telefax) 892-5578; 811-4361; 
egion 899-4427; 897-8808 811-4370 
Ag loc. 514, 516; Kalaw: 
899-4425; 523-5570 
DOLE-NCR Cubao: loc. 115 or 116 
| 912-9008 to 11 Megamall: 
(Aurora) 635-0219; 635-0220 


AIC GOLD TOWER CONDO experience 
Moro Ave, Giga Contr, Pasig Bring resumé with picture and NBI 
"AGENTS ARE WELCOME krana ik 
one eT a 466 Erano St, Binondo, Mana 
Ee eS or Call 242-5230 / 243-4491 
MINDANAO 
EXPANSION FOR HIRING NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
suTuan-coo+ | [ACCOUNTANT] frisii temic ai SACO Engneenng (M) San 
IPIL* PAGADIAN computer iterate Ft D haido ge fosato sty 
work part time, eam Word/Excel RE aae e A 1 SRT 
vptoP5,0001wk! | | Call PINKY Wiemated tn to conlom vah SEC Puls and emulation. 
Colege Grad | | rot sgracvan020| (irisa nam oe 
0918-602-8492 
wi NUEVA ECIJA Ill ELECTRIC 
WORK COOPERATIVE, INC.—Area2 NEECO II 
da ME 2nd Floor Smile Arcade Bidg., ‘Area 2 
eee Geek te Brgy. Atate, Palayan City 
Telefax (044) 958-1053 


INVITATION TO SUBMIT BID PROPGSAL 


roa0o17-630954 
To All Prospective Bidders: 


Cecile 
Licad at 
the CCP 


THE FRANCISCO 
Buencamino Sr. Music 
Foundation and the 
Cultural Center of the 
Philippines will 
present piano virtuoso 
Cecile Licad in a con- 
cert at the Cultural 
Center of the Philip- 
pines‘ Main Theater on 
March 28, 2008. The 
concert marks two 
‘events: the 125th birth 
anniversary of great 
Filipino musician and 
composer Francisco 
Buencamino and.the 
40th anniversary of 
Licad’s debut perfor- 
‘mance with an orches- 
tra at the age of seven, 

“The year 2008 is a 
big year for both Cecile 
Licad and the 
Buencamino clan rep- 
resented by the Fran- 
cisco Buencamino Sr. 
Music Foundation, 
Inc,” Amelita D. 
Guevara, president of 
the Foundation said. 

Licad belongs to the 
famous Buencamino 
clan. A grand niece of 
Francisco Buencamino, 
Sr., Cecile has always 
paid homage to her il- 
Justrious relative, per- 
forming many of his 
renowned works such 
as the Mayon Piano 
Concerto, Larawan, 
Hibik ng Diwa, among 
others, in international 
and local concerts. 

For tickets and more 
information, please 
call Nanet B, Sinco at 
tel. nos. 426-7690 and 
881-8097 and mobile 
tel. no. 0917-858-3238 
or Amelita D. Guevara 


Nueva Ecija II Electric Cooperative, Inc. — Area 2 (NEECO Il- 
Area 2), in compliance with the guidelines of the Energy 
Regulatory Commission, invites interested parties to 
participate in the bidding or competitive selection process for 
the supply of energy requirements to its franchise area 
commencing on the year 2008 to 2018. 


Interested parties must submit a Letter of Interest (LOI) by 
hand to the NEECO I! Area 2 Pre-qualifications, Bids and 
‘Awards Committee (PBAC). The LOI, signed by an authorized 
representative, shall state the full name, address, telephone 
and fax numbers of the interested party and name of the 
principal contact. It must be delivered by hand to and received 
by the PBAC at the NEECO I! Area 2 Main Office with address 
at 2nd Floor Smile Arcade Building, Brgy. Atate, Palayan City 
not later than 12:00 noon, on January 9, 2008. 


The details of the bidding or competitive selection process are 
contained in the Request for Proposal (RFP), which interested 
parties must secure from PBAC Secretary, Alicia Alcantara, 
during office hours (8:00 am to 5:00 pm) from December 19, 
2007 to January 9, 2008, upon payment of a non-refundable 
fee of Ten Thousand Pesos (P10,000.00). 


Only interested parties that submit the LOI on time and who 
have been issued and have paid for the RFP will be qualified 
to participate. 
(Sgd.) RAMON M. DE VERA 
General Manager 
(P0I-Decombar 19826 2007 


Hapag-Lloyd 
. Philippines Inc. 


an Aboitiz company 


NOTICE OF LOSS 

This is to notify that the ff. Piltel Stock Certificate 
Nos. issued on 07/11/1995 were lost: 00077043, 
00077044, 00077045, 0077167, 00077187, 
00077219 & 00077170 issued on 07/11/1995 
were lost. Any transactions entered hereinto will 
not be honored by the company with business 
address at: 25/F, Trident Tower, 312 Gil Puyat 
Ave., Makati City. 


PDI- Decomber 14 & 19,2007) 


(Sgd.) JUANITA G. IGNACIO 
Chairman, PBAC 


JOBE You can now checkout more 


jobs from JobMarket Libre everyday! 


at tel. no. 810-3245 
` 5 


O 


-PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER s-somma 


BUSINESS 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2007 


> 
3 D 


BSP sees trade deficit widening to $9.6B in 2008 


Cites possible weakening of US economy, high oil prices 


By Doris C. Dumlao 
TI BANGKO SENTRAL NG 
inas sees the country’s 
trade deficit widening to $9.6 
billion next year from this year’s 
projected shortfall of $6.9 bil- 
lion given uncertainties in the 
global environment. 

Based on the latest official 
forecasts from the BSR exports 
next year would reach $52.3 
billion as against an import bill 
of $61.9 billion. 

The bigger trade deficit ex- 
pected for next year took into 
account various external risks 
such as a possible slowdown in 


demand fom Western 
economies, particularly the 
United States, as well as high 
cost of crude oil importation. 

‘Another dampening factor 
for exporters is the sharp appre- 
ciation of the peso against the 
dollar, which not only reduces 
the peso equivalent of their 
earnings but also erodes the 
price competitiveness of locally 
made merchandise. 

‘The peso, which has risen by 
‘more than 16 percent since Jan- 
uary, is Asia's best performing 


currency this year. 

Despite bigger net trade out- 
flows for next year, however, re- 
mittances from overseas Fil- 
ipinos were expected to remain 
strong, thus supporting a cur- 
rent account surplus of $6.9 bil- 
lion against the $6.7 billion esti- 
mated for this year. 

‘The projected trade flows for 
2008 were based on the govern- 
ments target of a growth in ex- 
ports of 8 percent as well as a 
rise in imports of 9 percent over 
this year. 


For 2007, the BSP earlier pro- 
jected a growth in exports of 
about 8 percent and a year-on- 
year expansion in imports of 7 
percent. In dollar terms, full- 
year exports were projected at 
$49.9 billion while the import 
bill was seen hitting $56.8 bil- 
lion. 

In the Asian Development 
Bank's December issue of Asia 
Economic Monitor, a semiannu- 
al review of East Asia’s emerg- 
ing markets, the bank noted 
that the contribution of net ex- 


ports to gross domestic product 
among Southeast Asia's four 
biggest economies (the Philip- 
pines, Indonesia, Thailand and 
Malaysia) fell to 0.6 percentage 
point in the third quarter from 
3.4 percentage points in the sec- 
ond quarter. 

The main factors for the de- 
cline included the weakening 
external environment and 
strengthening currencies, but 
strengthening domestic de- 
mand has also started to help 
narrow trade surpluses. 


“In the Philippines, for exam- 
ple, the appreciation of the peso 
in real terms—mainly due to 
strong capital inflows combined 
with a surge in overseas worker 
remittances—has hurt the ex- 
port competitiveness of the 
manufacturing sector and seen 
exports slowing,” the ADB said. 

But the bank noted that re- 
mittances has bolstered private 
consumption and the services 
sector has become the main 
driver of strong growth this 
year in the country, contribut- 
ing 3.6 percentage points to the 
6.6-percent expansion in the 
third quarter. 


WELCOME TO THE LAP OF LUXURY 


fri 


dlärarioji De 


SIGN 


GET ON BOARD WITH LUXURY AT 0% INTEREST, 24 MONTHS TO PAY. 


LUXURY isnt just fine leather and wood. I's also cosseting comfort from an expansive cabin nested atop an ulra-smooth suspension system and 
propelled by a siken, potent powerplant. And topped by uncompromising buld quay for totaly stress 


‘ownership, Have it all with the new Teana. 


INTELLIGENT KEY REAR CAMERA + MULTLAWARDED VQ ENGINE + DYNAMIC & PASSIVE SAFETY « XENON HEADLAMPS, 


rome Pet Ot 15ta Doc 31,2007 For DT Rogon NA Pet Na 10:12 Satos 2007, 


nic satis te Teana 20 


TEANA 


SHIFT the ISSAN, 


Missan GALLERY ORTIGAS 

A S soaa, 398409 

NISSAN GALLERY QUEZON AVE. 
Tiyan 5908 Fan 740 208 

MANTRADE DEVELOPMENT CORP, 
fel B33318102 


NISSAN WESTGATE ALABANG 

NiS SÁN SMAU CENTER >, 

AA ATE E SOAT, 

NISSAN NORTH EDSA (otto 
to S30E91 foc. aaron 


PSB ass eo00 


NISSAN UN, AVENUE, MANILA, 
Repeat ee 


ROYCE MOTORS SANTIAC 
Ere cereal 
RONCE MOTORS 

Ta ora) 983 5588 
FONGE MOTORS 
Fel 4S) SS- PFF FTHA 


mussan pai 
paren 

NISSAN EBU DISTRIBUTORS, Wwe, 
fetes) 380050 Sas 
NISSAN KORS (S 83 Motors) 
Tek css sapasi 


NISSAN QALLERY CAGAYAN DE ORO 
ol oso) Sse Sant 

Davao UNICAR conR 

fal aa) 2etsioielo tr 


Fighting global warming is good for business. 
Our Climate Savers program shows you how. Call 849 6993 because, as we all know, this is a limited offer. 


ASQ 


ponya saveen p Paek 


Barrens 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2007 


re BUSINESS .. 
Gov't reviews tax collection targets 


Custom’s goal seen reduced 
while that of BIR might be raised 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE COLLECTION TARGETS FOR NEXT 
year of the Bureau of Customs and the Bu- 
Teau of Internal Revenue are up for review, 
as the macroeconomic assumptions used in 
their projections were deemed outdated. 

Finance Undersecretary Gil Beltran said 
officials from the Department of Finance, 
mother agency of the two bureaus, were set 
to meet with representatives of the Cus- 
toms and the BIR to discuss the setting of 
the new targets. 

‘The BOC was originally tasked to collect 
P254 billion in 2008, up 11 percent from 
this year’s target of P228.2 billion. 

‘The BIR is expected to collect P845 bil- 
lion next year, 10 percent higher than its 
target of P765.9 billion for this year. 

Beltran said the BOC’s target could be re- 
duced because.of the strengthening of the 

eso. 
PROC estimates showed it was losing P2.7 
billion in potential import duties and taxes 
collection for every one unit appreciation of 
the peso against the US dollar. 

‘As the local currency strengthens, the 
same dollar amount of imports translates to 
lower peso value. Duties are computed 
based on the peso value of imports. 

‘The original 2008 target for the BOC was 
based on the assumption that the peso would 
caverage 48 to a US dollar. Last week, howev- 
‘ef, government economic managers revised 
ithe foreign exchange forecast for next year 
tobetweenP42andP45toadollar 

The BOC had been asking the govern- 
ment to reduce its collection target for this 
‘year and next year to take into considera- 
‘tion the peso appreciation. 

* The DO however, denied the request for 
„this year’s target but said next year's goal 


Coconut export 
receipts up 44.8% 


‘By Amy R, Remo 


"THE COUNTRY'S COCONUT EXPORTS 
rose by 7.8 percent in September to 
$144,326 metric tons in copra terms from 
3133,825 MT a year ago, data from the 
hilippine Coconut Authority showed. 

`- Gross export receipts jumped by 44.8 
jercent to $95.9 million from $66.2 million 
year ago due to substantial price increases 
Jü the export markets, the PCA said. 

-2 Major export products showed mixed 
‘trénds with coconut oil and desiccated co- 
conut posting growths. 

Z Exports of coconut oil reached 72,344 

247, up by 14.5 percent from 63,166 MT in 
‘the same period last year, while those of 
desiccated coconut rose 7.3 percent to 
142,198 MT. 
"Yn contrast, copra meal shipment 
‘slumped 36 percent to 27,209 MT from 
42,506 MT, while oleochemicals exports 
‘plunged 33.4 percent to 10,636 MT in co- 
pra terms from 15,978 MT. 

However, the export volume in the first 
nine months of the year was 25.7 percent 
Jower than last year at 1.15 million MT in 
copra terms. 

In September alone, exports of coconut 
oil consisted of 54,924 MT crude coconut 
oil (CNO), 13,986 MT cochin oil (refined, 
bleached oil) and 3,434 MT RBD oil (re- 
fined, bleached and deodorized oil). 


could be adjusted. 

In the case of the BIR, Beltran said, its 
collection target for next year could even be 
raised to take into consideration the robust 
growth of the economy. 

He said though that nothing was definite 
until after the DOR BIR and BOC finished 
discussions on the 2008 revenue targets. 

Economic managers last week revised 
the country’s GDP growth target for next 
year to a range of 6.3-7 percent from the 
original goal of 6.1-6.8 percent, taking into 
account the impact of higher government 
spending on infrastructure and booming 
services sector. 

In the first three quarters of this year, the 
economy, as measured by the gross domes- 
tic product, grew by 7.1 percent. This 
prompted confidence that the economy 
would exceed the full-year growth target of 
only 6.1-6.7 percent. 

‘The BIR’s collection performance, however, 
failed to match the growth in the economy. 

Despite the higher-than-expected GDP 
growth so far, the BIR’s collection in the 
first 11 months fell short by P53.5 billion of 
its target of P701.25 billion. 

Revenue officials admitted earlier that 
the BIR’s collection target for 2007 was no 
longer attainable. 

The shortfall was blamed on the ineffi- 
ciency of the tax collection system and dis- 
honesty among taxpayers. 

The BIR said, however, there were uncon- 
trollable factors that made it difficult to meet 
the tax collection target for the year. It cited the 
drop in interest rates, which resulted in lower 
tax collection from income on bank deposits. 

‘The BIR likewise blamed the slower-than- 
expected inflation, which it said resulted in 
lower-than-programmed collection of val- 
ue-added tax on goods and services. 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PESO YESTERDAY 
slipped back to the 42 level 
before closing at 41.98 
against the dollar as the mar- 
ket locked in gains while scal- 
ing back earlier expectations 
of aggressive interest rate cuts 
by the US Federal Reserve. 

Currency traders added 
that cash remittances from 
overseas Filipino workers for 
Christmas spending had 
thinned out this week be- 
cause bulk of the money had 
been frontloaded in previous 
weeks. 

The peso hit an intraday 


Peso slides to 41.98:$1 


low of 42.08 and a high of 
41.80 against the greenback. 
It shed 32.5 centavos from 
Monday's closing of 41.655. 

The local currency's down- 
ward correction for the second 
trading session was likewise 
expected following almost two 
weeks of appreciating to near- 
lyeight-year highs. 

Banco de Oro-EPCI Bank 
strategist Jonathan Ravelas 
said the peso was pulled 
down by a knee-jerk reaction 
to the dollars rebound 
against major currencies as 
well as expectations that the 
US Fed would veer away from 
aggressive monetary easing. 


Napocor rates to go down 


By Abigail. Ho 


‘CONSUMERS CAN EXPECT THE 
generation charge component of 
their electricity bills to go down 
in the first quarter in 2008 with 
the Energy Regulatory Commis- 
sion’s expected approval of Na- 
tional Power Corp.'s petition to 
recover generation and foreign 
exchange -related costs. 

In an interview with reporters, 
ERC chair Rodolfo Albano Jt. said 
that due mainly to the strength- 
ening of the peso and the effi- 
cient operation of some of 
Napocor’s generation assets, the 
cost recovery applications would 
result in a reduction in rates. 


He said he was expecting 
Napocor to file its ninth genera- 
tion rate adjustment mecha- 
nism (GRAM) and eighth incre- 
mental currency exchange rate 
adjustment (Icera) applications 
by early next year. 

“We'll take that up immedi- 
ately so the consumers can feel 
its effect right away.” he said, 
adding that the regulatory body 
was considering issuing a show- 
cause order seeking Napocor's 
explanation as to why its GRAM 
and Icera filings were late. 

These filings cover genera- 
tion and foreign exchange-re- 
lated costs incurred from July to 

December 2006. if 


Gokongwei firm expands BPO facilities 


ROBINSONS LAND CORP. 
sees the business process 
‘outsourcing sector fueling 
the growth of its property 
development business 
and that of the real estate 
industry as a whole in the 


pa City. 


Henry Yap, 


Rosa, Bacolod City and Li- 


RLC is setting grounds 
in Mandaluyong City; Pa- 
co, Manila; Cebu City; 
and Tacloban City. 


business 


next three years. 

This prompted the 
company, now the coun- 
try’s second largest office 
space/BPO/call center 
provider, to take a more 
aggressive stance in build- 
ing facilities for this sector 
all over the country. 

To date, RLC has leased 
out about 140,000 square 
meters to BPOs and an- 
other 130,000 sq. m. are 
either under construction 
or are in the final plan- 
ning stages. 

‘According to the com- 
pany, more than 80 per- 
cent of the five RLC office 
buildings in Makati and 
Ortigas Center are occu- 
pied by BPO firms and call 
centers. 

‘Also, BPOs and call cen- 
ters occupy about 40,000 
sq. m. of space in Robin- 
sons Malls in Novaliches, 
Mandaluyong City, Sta. 


unit general manager of 
the firm's office buildings 
division, said RLC’s exist- 
ing sites in Makati and Or- 
tigas were fully leased out 
to BPO firms. 

Yap said demand for 
space from both existing 
and new players re- 
mained strong. 

He said RLG was ready 
to turn over Robinsons 
Gybergate Center (RCC) 
Tower 3 by the first quar- 
ter 2008 to its tenants. 

“Accenture, a major 
tenant in RCC Towers 1 & 
2 will be our anchor ten- 
ant at the newly built 
‘Tower 3. Negotiations are 
also in the final stages for 
the pre-lease of the re- 
maining floors,” he said. 

RCC is an ideal area for 
call center operations be- 
cause of its proximity to 
Robinsons Forum, a shop- 
ping mall that offers gad- 


AN ARTIST'S perspective of RLC's Cebu Mall, which will 
house Robinsons Cybergate Cebu. 


gets, cell phones and ọth- 
er service outlets. 

“Construction plans are 
also underway for the 
fourth Tower within the 
Pioneer Cybergate Com- 
plex,” added Yap. 

RLC is also setting the 
trend by building the first 
BPO center in Manila in- 
side Robinsons Otis Mall, 
located in Paz Guanzon 
‘Street, Paco. 

‘The Otis BPO center has 
a net leasable area of 
10,000 sq. m., with a fit out 
capability for 1,500 seats. 

‘Amixed use model sim- 
ilar to the Otis BPO pro- 
ject is expected to rise 


along Fuente Osmena Ro- 
tunda area in Cebu City. 
The facility, called the 
Robinsons Cybergate Ce- 
bu, is scheduled for com- 
pletion in the last quarter 
of 2009. It will be built on 
top of a two-level shop- 
ping mall with more than 
7,000 parking slots in the 
basement. 

RLC's office buildings 
division's plans include 
developments in the for- 
mer lot of Medical City 
along San Miguel Avenue, 
Mandaluyong City and a 
call center building right 
beside the Robinsons 
Tacloban Mall. 
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Rapu Rapu 
group to file 
for rehab 


‘THE RAPU RAPU GROUP OF COMPANIES 
will seek court protection this week from 
creditors following a decision of Lafayette 
Mining Ltd. (LML) to go under voluntary 
administration. 

Carlos G. Dominguez, chair and president 
of Lafayette Philippines, which oversees the 
Rapu Rapu group, said the local units would 
file a petition for rehabilitation with the court 
so it could continue normal operations. He 
said this was the best way to protect the 
group's stakeholders, particularly its host com- 
munities, employees and the environment, 

The rehabilitation petition is expected to 
resultin a court order instructing the group's 
present creditors and suppliers to continue 
their services and transactions with the local 
companies for as long as they were paid on 
cash basis, the group said in a statement, 

Debt payments, under the petition, will 
be suspended until the court has approved 
a rehabilitation plan that will fairly settle 
all outstanding debts and ensure the con- 
tinued operations of the company. 

‘The voluntary administration of LML 
was reached after its board deemed that it 
could not continue to meet its obligations 
as and when they fall due. 

Following Australian rules, two administra- 
tors had been appointed to take control of 
LML and to find ways to lighten the compa- 
nys debt burden through the sale or restruc- 
turing of bank debts and/or raise new capital. 

“In the end, the administration process in 
Australia and the rehabilitation in the Philip- 
pines will make the local units stronger finan- 
cially by addressing its longstanding issues 
regarding under-capitalization, over-borrow- 
ing and poor hedging deals,” he said. 

Negotiations with new investors are still 
continuing, he said. Based on current term 
sheets, the investors will put in new money 
into the local units and buy the debt papers, 
‘wiping out its debts and allowing the oper- 
ating companies to use its income for oper- 
ations and community projects. 

“This temporary legal process we are going 
through is actually a blessing for the Rapu Ra- 
pu project because it will finally resolve the fi- 
nancial issues the local management team has 
been urging LML to address,” he said. 


Filinvest sets aside 
P22B for projects 


FILINVEST DEVELOPMENT CORR OF THE 
Gotianun family is earmarking P22 billion 
for projects in 2008. 

Following the company’s 25th listing an- 
niversary celebration held at the Philippine 
Stock Exchange, FDC president Josephine 
Gotianun-Yap said the company was spend- 
ing P16 billion in 2008 for projects of its key 
subsidiaries such as its sugar manufacturing 
‘units and Filinvest Alabang Inc., its commer- 
cial property and condominium developer. 
Another P6 billion will also be spent by Filin- 
vest Land Inc., FDC's residential arm. 

Yap said out of the capital expenditure set 
for next year, P6 billion would be spent by 
FAI for the initial development of “Entrata,” 
a condominium, retail and hotel project at 
the Filinvest Corporate City in Alabang, and 
“The Levels,” a four-tower middle income 
residential complex also in Alabang. 

FLI president Joseph Yap said FLI was 
embarking on medium rise resi- 
dences—one in Ortigas and two in loca- 
tions that would be announced soon. 

To help raise funds for its planned invest- 
ments, FDC will be issuing up to 3.5 billion 
commonshares. Elizabeth S. Lacson 


Gov't posts record ... -rompesi 


of govemment efforts to sell state- 
‘owned assets, Teves said. 

In November, the government 
sold its remaining 60-percent 
stake in PNOC-Energy Develop- 
ment Corp. for P58.5 billion. Of 
the amount, P47 billion went to 
state coffers and helped boost the 
national government's budget po- 
sition. The balance went to PNOC. 

Other state assets that were 
sold earlier in the year, which 
helped the government achieve 
a P12.6-illion surplus for the 
first 11 months, were the 20- 
percent stake in PNOG-EDG, 46 
percent of Philippine Telecom- 


Costs of goods ... 


leaders to keep prices of com- 
modities, relatively stable dur- 
ing the holidays. 

‘Also, prices of fish remain sta- 
ble, but vegetables now cost 
more, particularly those from 
Northern Luzon where farms had 
been hit by frost, Favila said. 

Last month, trade officials 
marked a downtrend in the 
prices of rice and sugar. Prices 
of other basic commodities are 
seen to remain stable in the run- 
upto the holidays. 

‘Trade Undersecretary Zenai- 
da C. Maglaya, who is in charge 


munications Investment Corp., 
a minority stake in Philippine 
National Bank, and the old Ioi- 
Jo airport property. 

Total revenues that went to 
the national government as a 
result of this year’s privatization 
program reached P90 billion. 

In November, the govern- 
ment generated P148.3 billion 
in revenues while expenditures 
reached P94,2 billion. 

On the other hand, the cumu- 
lative, 11-month budget sur- 
plus was a result of the P1.04 
trillion in total revenues while 
expenditures hit P1.03 trillion. 


From page B3 


of consumer welfare, said the 
decrease in sugar prices was at- 
tributed to continuous deliver- 
ies of new harvest from Iloilo 
and Mindanao provinces. 
Maglaya also said the DTI has 
increased its monitoring activi- 
ties in wet markets and super- 


markets in Metro Manila and 15 
other regions. 
Maglaya said consumers 


could report or refer a complaint 
through DTI Text Reklamo by 
keying in DTI<space>com- 
plaint and send to 2920 for 
Globe and Smart subscribers. 


IT WAS IN 1999 WHEN THE 
Bishop-Ulama Forum, a group 
of religious leaders, decided to 
adopt the Zamboanga City’s 


Peace Week as an important ° 


component of its peace advoca- 


y. 

The celebration has become 
the venue for religious leaders 
and other stakeholders to pro- 
mote peace in all forms, even 
luring other people including 
those in the military and the 
rebel movement. 

Every year, the organizers of 
the event, which is being held in 
Mindanao every last Thursday 
of November to the first 
Wednesday of December, come 
up with different activities 
aimed at promoting peace 
among communities in Min- 
danao. 


Laudable efforts 

What is laudable is the fact 
that organizers do not leave any 
stone unturned to ensure the 
event's success and to send the 
message across all sectors that 
‘what the island needs is peace 
and prosperity. 

This is not to say that Min- 
danao is not peaceful because, 
contrary to the notion of out- 


A celebration of peace 


MinpaNAWorLD 


siders who think Mindanao is 
all war, the island is among the 
most peaceful places in the 
country, if notin the world. 
Except for some armed con- 


frontations between rebel 
groups and the military or be- 
tween terrorist groups and the 
military, Mindanao is generally 
peaceful. The problem is that 
news reports highlight the 
armed conflicts, not the is- 
land’s beauty and natural re- 
sources. 

We read travel advisories 


“from different embassies ban- 


ning their citizens from visiting 
Mindanao. This is unfair be- 
cause the island of Mindanao is 
huge and most of its key cities 
remain very peaceful. 


Celebrating peace in Davao 


Considering that it is a melt- 


ing pot in a strictest sense of the 
word, celebrating the week of 
peace is one apt act to show that 
people of Mindanao are peace 
loving except for a gun-toting 
few. 

In this year's week of peace, 
the different areas in Min- 
danao came up with their own 
special activities. In Davao City, 
for instance, organizers 
brought Christians to Muslim 
communities and vise versa to 
show the harmonious relation- 
ship that exist between them. 
They also persuaded people in 
uniform to actively participate 
in the activities to show every- 
body that they were among 
those who were working for 
peace. 

In fact, Mayor Rodrigo 
Duterte, in a prepared speech 
read by City Administrator 
Wendel Avisado during the 
opening of the celebration in 
Davao City, expressed hopes 
that soldiers and rebel groups 
would eventually give up their 
guns in favor of Bibles. 
Sustaining peace 

The Mindanao Week of Peace 
reinforces the continuing nego- 
tiations between the govem- 


ment and the Moro rebels or, in 
the case of the peace agreement 
between the government and 
the Moro National Liberation 
Front, helps in exploring av- 
enues to strengthen the imple- 
mentation of this agreement. 

But then again, even if we 
celebrate peace the whole year, 
real peace would never be real- 
ized if we do not give prime im- 
portance to the ways of achiev- 
ing it. We have to look beyond 
our own selfish motives and 
think as “One Mindanao.” 

The national government 
‘and our Mindanao leaders 
should be able to deal with the 
effects of injustices, human 
rights and poverty. These are 
not new problems, these were 
passed on from one administra- 
tion to another. Election 
promises are made in exchange 
for the Mindanao votes, but 
nothing significant has been 
achieved. 

‘After all, Mindanao has what 
it takes to sustain peace in the 
most real terms. 

(Joji Hagan Bian is an advo- 
cate for the development of the is- 
land. She is chair of Joji Ilagan 
Foundation. E-mail comments 
jojibian2@yahoo.com.) 
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PSALM bars winning Transco bidder from changing setup of consortium 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE POWER SECTOR ASSETS AND 
Liabilities Management Corp. has dis- 
allowed any change in the composi- 
tion of the winning bidder for the 25- 
year National Transmission Corp. 
concession. 

PSALM said the group of Monte 
Oro Grid Resources Corp., Calaca 
High Power Corp. and State Grid 
Corp. of China would have to be the 
exact same group that would operate 


the nationwide transmission grid 
‘once they have secured a congres- 
sional franchise to do so. 

This was imposed on the winning 
bidder to ensure their compliance with 
the citizenship requirement stipulated 
in the Constitution, PSALM said. 

Under the Constitution, grantees of 
‘a public franchise should meet the 60- 
percent Filipino ownership restriction. 

‘The Transco bidding rules require 
the winning bidder to first incorpo- 
rate the concession company that will 
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apply for the congressional franchise 
to run the transmission system. The 
group that won the concession bid- 
ding should be the same one to oper- 
ate, maintain and expand Transco. 
According to PSALM, this means 
that the Monte Oro consortium could 
no longer take on any more partners, 
other the ones already in the group. 
The consortium is also barred from 
changing the equity structure of the 
concession corporation for three years 
unless, as in other franchises, Congress 
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requires the concession corporation to 
conduct an initial public offering to 
‘open a portion of the ownership of the 
concession corporation to the public. 

The Monte Oroled consortium 
edged out its sole competitor—the 
group of San Miguel Energy Corp., TPG 
‘Aurora BV of the Netherlands and TNB 
Prai Sdn Bhd of Malaysia—with a bid of 
$3.95 billion, as against $3.905 billion. 

Until a franchise is secured, 
‘Transco would remain under govern- 
ment control. 
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Grid concessionaire told to retain composition 


Gov't considers 
additional cuts 
in foreign loans 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT MAY FURTHER CUT 
its foreign borrowing program for 2008 in 
favor of domestic loans in order to reduce 
the impact of an appreciating peso on ex- 
porters and families of overseas Filipino 
workers. 

According to Finance Secretary Margari- 
to Teves, the government's recently revised 
borrowing program of a 70:30 mix, in favor 
of domestic credit, may still be changed. 

Originally, the borrowing program for 
2008 was set at a mix of 64:36, which rep: 
resented the share of domestic and foreign 
loans to total borrowings for the year. 

“As of the moment, this (70:30) is the 
borrowing program,” Teves said in a press 
briefing yesterday. “But the government 
could stretch it further to 75:25 in favor of 
more domestic borrowings depending on 
opportunities.” 

Teves said the 30-percent share of for- 
eign borrowings to total government bor- 
rowings for next year translated to an abso- 
lute amount of $2 billion, or P90 billion (of- 
ficials used an exchange rate of P45:$1). 

Reducing the share to 25 percent there- 
fore will cut the absolute amount of foreign 
borrowings to $1.67 billion or P75 billion. 

Government fiscal managers were forced 
to change the borrowing program for next 
year to cut the share of foreign loans to to- 
tal loans as the peso strengthened to high- 
er-than-expected levels. 

Foreign borrowings are normally denom- 
inated in US dollars, therefore further 
building up the country’s already growing 
dollar holdings. The Philippines’ increasing 
gross international reserves, now at about 
$32 billion, has pushed the peso to a seven- 
and-a-half year high. 

The peso recently broke into the 41-to-a- 
dollar territory, and averaged at 46.6 to a 
dollar from January to Novem- 
ber—stronger than the 47 to 49 assumed 
by economic managers when they drafted 
this year’s budget program. 


Filipino artists 
get to make 
a dent on GDP 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


COPYRIGHTBASED INDUSTRIES, SUCH 
as the arts, have been contributing 4.82 
percent to the country's gross domestic 
product, the Intellectual Property Office of 
the Philippines (IP Philippines) said. 

IP Philippines, citing a survey of the In- 
ternational Intellectual Property Alliance 
(UPA), said in a statement that copyright- 
based industries account for three to six 
percent of overall economies. 

In the Philippines, copyright-based in- 
dustries employ an estimated 317,000 
workers, representing 11.1 percent of total 
employment in large establishments. 

“Given the sector's contribution to the 
economy, we must protect the sector from 
intellectual property rights violations, lack 
of recognition and reward systems, delays 
in the issuance of certificates of registra- 
tion, and the lack of provisions for the pro- 
tection of copyright owners,” IP Philippines 
director general Atty. Adrian S. Cristobal Jr. 
said 

As part of efforts to promote awareness 
and protection of intellectual property, IP 
Philippines has forged partnerships with in- 
dustry groups. For the arts, it launched Tu- 
toK Kasaysayang at its Alab Art Space and 
Innovation Area. 

‘Tuto is a visual artists’ collective that us- 
es the visual medium as a channel for vari- 
ous advocacies. Kasaysayang, the theme of 
the exhibition, is a two-part group exhibi- 
tion focusing on Philippine history where 
there will be a forum on art, history and in- 
tellectual property rights at the close of the 
exhibition on Jan. 18, 2008. 

“The spaces, particularly Alab, are, ex- 
pressions of our commitment in support of 
the copyright and other creative indus- 
tries,” Cristobal said. 

Copyright protects original expressions 
of literary, scholarly, scientific and artistic 
creations. Copyright extends to software 
programs, compilation of databases and 
derivative works. 

Copyrighted material includes dramati- 
zations, translation, adaptation, abridge- 
ment, arrangements and other alteration of 
the work. 
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By Tessa R. Salazar 


4 OW! HOW WE EN- 
vy the recipient of 
your million-peso 

gift! If you are parting with 

some hard-earned moolah, 

“then we're sure this gift is truly 

straight from the heart and not 

just from the hip pocket. 
Though the intention is heartfelt, 
the buying decision must be dictated 
by the mind. So before opening your 
|.. purses or writing anything down on 


F=your checkbook, read on. 
1 ments as tempting mermaids. 
‘They may lull you into a fantasy 
world where everything is perfect for 
you, Consumer Reports magazine, for 
instance, has cited one key mistake of 
impulse buyers: Falling unreasonably 
in love with a single vehicle model, 
which would most likely blind you 
from other options that may be better 
for your needs. 

When this happens, you tend to 
throw caution to the winds—skip the 
test-drive, focus only on the monthly 
payment when negotiating, buying 
the “deal” instead of the vehicle, and 
forgetting about doing more research 
on your prospective vehicle. 


Treat the glossy advertise- 
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Drive, drive, drive it first. I's 
2 a must. Test-drive the prospec- 

tive vehicle. Word of mouth is 
good, but you can’t ride on good feed- 
back. Take at least 30 minutes to con- 
duct a complete test-drive and per- 
form a thorough walk-around of any 
vehicle you're considering, as Con- 
sumer Reports has advised. 

Car experts always stress: go to the 
highway and listen for unusual noises 
and feel the suspension. Test the 
shifters, they should play smoothly in 
case it's an automatic transmission, or 
they should not lurch suddenly if 
you're on a manual transmission. 
Check the blind spot and the turning 
radius when turning, parking or back- 
ing. Find a safe area to test the brakes, 
depending on how far the pedal trav- 
els. The feel of the brakes should in- 
spire confidence that the vehicle will 
stop in a relatively short distance. 
Getting the car suited for your recipi- 
ent’s needs, his/her driving habits 
and his environment may actually de- 
Jay his or her next trip to the auto me- 
chanic. 

Mandy Eduque, Automobile Asso- 
ciation Philippines director, said 
whether the car is “new or used, the 
biggest mistake of a customer in buy- 
ing a car is not test-driving it.” Ferman 
Lao, SpeedLab shop owner and Top 
Gear Philippines’ technical editor, 


stressed that one should never buy a 


car without test-driving it. 
3 ing. This includes looking at re- 
spectable local automotive on- 
line Websites that are consumer-ori- 
ented, asking a reliable car buff or a 
neighbor on the same car model that 
he or she has and then, (we can’t 
stress this enough) actually taking 
your future car out for a spin—and 
not just a spin around the block but an 
actual extended test-drive. 

Eduque said: “The buyer must re- 
search on what has been the experi- 
ence on a car, especially reliability 
and service records.” Eduque recom- 
mends buyers to read Consumer Re- 
ports and other reputable car maga- 
zines. 

‘And as reported by the Inqumen 
Motoring during last year’s “10 ways 
to prevent auto repair nightmares”: 
When in doubt with local or foreign 
car reviews, do your own research 
and consult a trusted and knowledge- 
able car mechanic. Look beyond the 
styling of a car and pay attention to 
details (especially at the heart and 
soul of the car, its engine bay). 


Check the cost of mainte- 
nance. Ask for the warranty 
services, prepare a list of the 

common parts being replaced for the 


Start researching before buy- 


first three years, and ask for the prices 
of these parts. Compare these side by 
side with competitor cars. With your 
trusted and knowledgeable mechan- 
ic, have them compared with the dif- 
ferences in the quality of the parts as 
well as the prices. 

UP Prof. Edwin N. Quiros, a me- 
chanical engineer, added that avail- 
ability of parts, safety and resale val- 
ue should also be considered. 

“It might be worth to stretch the 
budget a certain amount if you are go- 
ing to get a much better car, thus bet- 
ter value for money,” Lao said. 

5 used, have a mechanic go 

over the car and check the 
car’s registration papers with the 
LTO before paying,” Eduque ad- 


vised. 

6 tions? Don’t be, Lao urges. It's a 
common mistake and one of 

the more frequent regrets of car buy- 

ers. Always keep your options open 

until the actual sale. 


Pay attention to warranties 
7 when buying a car. In an inter- 
view with the DTI consumer 
assistance and protection center last 


year, it was learned that a lot of peo- 
ple who bought brand-new cars didn't 


“Tf the vehicle you're eyeing is 


Are you closed to other op- 
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pay much attention to the terms of 
warranty and the conflicts arising 
situation. Some car owners 
demanded replacements right away, 
but since they had signed the terms of 
the warranty, their arguments went 
all for naught. As DTI pronounced, “If 
you don't agree to the terms of war- 
ranty, don't buy it. You bought it, 
signed it, that means you agree to it.” 
8 what they sign,” according to 
the DTI consumer assistance 
and protection center. “This careless 


habit of signing everything away 
leads to so many unresolved com- 


plaints.” 
as much as there is to know 


9 about the product before buy- 


ingit, not after buying it. 
sumer assistance ad- 


1 vised: Get your own 


copy of your consumer rights and 
responsibilities. DTI consumer assis- 
tance said the first entity that would 
actually protect your rights is your- 
self. The DTI consumer hotline is 811- 
8231, or e-mail complaints to dtin- 
cr4@info.com.ph. Get an online copy 
of the Consumer Act of the Philip- 
pines or Republic Act 7394. 


“Many Filipinos don’t read 


Knowledge is power, so know 


And as the DTI con- 
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By Tessa R. Salazar 


T'S CRIMINAL TO RIDE IN THE 
backseat of this vehicle. And in 
Mayor JV Ejercito’s turf in San 

Juan, that’s meant quite literally. 

Though the image of San Juan's police 
force is “spruced up” for the holidays, more 
important is adding a bit more confidence 
and that “sindak” factor to the city’s 250 or 
so law enforcers on patrol. 

JN, a recent TOYM (Ten Outstanding 
Young Men) awardee, recently added six 
spanking new Mitsubishi Strada pickups to 
his fleet of police vehicles. 

‘The brand-new Stradas form part of San 
Juan's refleeting program, along with six 
Toyota Hi-Lux pickups and Innova vehicles 
acquired last year. 


More reliable, durable 

ickups are more reliable, more durable 
and I think it will last longer than ordinary 
sedans or cars, which may not last five 
years considering how the policemen use 
the cars because of the demands of the job,” 


Sere 


MOTORI 


NG 
A 


ITCHING to buy one for 


ss PHILIPPINE DAILY IKOE aiaiai 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2007 


POLICE VISIBILITY TO THE MAX. The mayor “Aiè 


observes that people actually take pictures of the 


stylish Strada. 


bilityin San Juan 


imself, JV says he’s contented to have one for the force’s use, “I see 


them every day, so it's like me owning one already. 


JV told Inquinen Motoring during the recent 
turnover rites of the new Stradas at the San 
Juan City Hall. 

He said, in jest, that the decision to buy 
the Mitsubishi pickup was also due in part 
to the name “Strada.” He quickly added 
that the Strada has been a proven vehicle in 
terms of performance, and the pickup’s ag- 
gressive look fit the force perfectly. 


Performance 

“When I test-drove one vehicle, I was sur- 
prised that it was powerful and quiet, con- 
sidering it was diesel-powered. I think the 
performance made me decide to get these 
{as) patrol cars. At the same time, they do 
look very nice. I think the image is very im- 
portant for the police, because when re- 
sponding to a crime scene, you wouldn't 


s 


NO more old beat- 
up police squad cars 
for the hardworking 
law enforcers of San 
Juan 


Give your car 
a wet look shine 


YOUR 13TH-MONTH PAY OR 
Christmas bonus would go a 
long way if you invest it on 
your car. And what better way 
to improve your daily ride's 
appearance than by giving it 
that “wet look” shine! 

Yes, you can give your vehi- 
dle the luster it deserves by 
bringing it to The Wet Look, 
the premier auto refinishing 
shop in the metro, And the 
best part is: The Wet Look is 
having a special Christmas 
washover promo this holiday 
season. 


Wet Look washover 
Danny Tuason, president of 
‘The Wet Look, said subcom- 
pact car owners can give their 
precious rides the famous Wet 
Look washover for a mere 
P25,500. For this rate, car 


SET 
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owners can have truly shiny 
car not only for the whole of 
2008 but for several more 
years after that. This is because 
‘The Wet Look uses high-quali- 
ty 2K paints that last even un- 
der extreme conditions. 

‘The Wet Look is the only 
shop that gives a standard 24- 
month warranty on their 
washovers, which is proof of 
the quality of its work. 

‘Tuason said the special pro- 
mo runs for a very limited time 
only, specifically from Dec. 19, 
2007 to Jan. 16, 2008. For 
more information on other 
rates, visit The Wet Look at 
1267 Batangas St., San Isidro; 
Makati City or call 815-4205 
or 888-4342. You may also e- 
mail your inquiries at it 
fo@thewetlook.com.ph or vis 
it The Wet Looks website at 
wwwthewetlook.com.ph. 
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feel confident with old patrol cars,” JV said. 

He added that the San Juan police have 
been receiving “a lot of good comments 
because of our very nice patrol cars. They 
said the image of our police force is now a 
notch higher than the others because of 
our ruggedly handsome cars.” 

It remains to be seen, though, if San 
Juan's criminals would now be more will- 
ing to be caught because of the Stradas. 


Yearend special deals from Subaru 


MOTOR IMAGE PILIPINAS, THE EXCLU- 
sive distributor of Subaru, will cap off its 
successful year in the market by offering 
special deals for the whole lineup including 
the recently introduced 2008 Impreza 2.0R 
Sport. The year 2007 has been remarkable 
for Subaru after numerous recognitions in- 
cluding the recent 2007 Car of the Year 
awards for the Impreza, Forester and Out- 
back winning in their respective categories. 

Last November, Motor Image launched 
the all-new Impreza marking the entry of 
Subaru in the mainstream sedan/hatch- 
back market, All Subaru models will be of- 
fered in special financing packages only for 
this month, 

‘This year has gone quite well for the once- 
known niche market brand with a number of 
events and recognitions that have announced 
the arrival of Subaru in the market. Russ 
‘Swift started the year for Subaru by showing 
the prowess of its vehicles in the recent Mani- 
Ja International Auto Show. 


Exhilarating introduction 

For first-time Subaru customers, the event 
gave them an exhilarating introduction to the 
world of Subaru’s symmetrical all-wheel- 
drive (AWD) technology with world- 
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renowned precision driver Russ Swift driving 
the Impreza through his trademark 
moves—reverse spin, hand-brake park, and 
parallel park; the “dance” routine and two 
wheel driving leading to the climax with his 
trademark “doughnuts.” 

Subaru also received a number of recogni- 
tions from various award winning bodies in- 
cluding the 2006 and 2007 Car of the Year 
best SUVs awards for the Forester 2.5 XT and 
the Outback 3.0R from the Car of the Year 
(Coty) group. 

‘The Impreza WRX also won the nod of the 
group as the best sportscar for 2007 and the 
‘same recognition this time from the People’s 
Choice Awards, The respected auto magazine 
C! also cited the Legacy 2.0R, the Forester 2.5 
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XT and Impreza WRX STI as winners of Edi- 
tors’ Picks for the executive class, compact 
SUV and sports sedan categories, respective- 
ly. 


Special financing deals 

Motor Image will bring to a close this fan- 
tastic year by offering special financing deals 
for all models including the all-new Subaru 
Impreza 2.0R-Sport. 

Backed up by the country’s top financial in- 
stitutions BPI, Banco de Oro, Philam Savings 
Bank and PSBank, special all-in-one down 
payment plans which already include a 3- 
year LTO registration and accessories such as 
tint, floor matting and seatcovers, are made 
available for all customers only for this 
month. Low monthly and low down payment 
plans are also available for all models. 

‘Customers can also get the chance to feel 
or test their desired vehicles through the test- 
drive units available for all models. They can 
choose to test-drive Subaru's complete model 
lineup—the Outback 3.0R, Forester 2.5 XT 
and 2.0R, Legacy 2.0R and the all-new Im- 
preza 2.0R-Sport and WRX 2.5 Turbo. 

Interested customers can visit the Subaru 
Greenhill showroom and can also check the 
company’s website wwwmotorimage.net. 
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IN THE MARKET FOR SOME NEW 
metal this holiday season? Finally got 
the 15th month pay announced at the 
company Christmas party? Bet the 
house and lot on black and won? 
Robbed a Third World nation? Whatev- 
er circumstances have brought you to 
this point, putting the funds together 
for a new purchase is actually the easy 
part. 

Choosing wisely, well, that’s another 
matter altogether. Here are a few points 
to ponder for those in the new car market 
this holiday season—and boy, I'm sure 
there a lot of you, itching to get your new 
rides. 

Just because the old Brand Z Model X 
car you bought six years ago was a hoot 
to drive doesn't automatically mean the 
newest one in the showroom is any bet- 
ter. There is even a distinct possibility the 
2008 Brand Z Model X you are lusting for 
is much less car for much more money. 
Let’s think about that for a bit. 


Alterations 

Cars are constantly changed, model to 
model, by those who build them. Very of- 
ten these alterations pander to market 
research, in an effort to sell to a larger 
segment of drivers. Sad that for more 
and more cars these days, that it seems 
that focused group discussion dictates 
more of what a car will become than cut- 
ting edge engineering and road testing 
sessions. Maybe it is easier to sift through 
libraries of survey forms than to drive a 
decent lap of the Nurburgring Nord- 
schleife, who knows? 

Rising costs of the design process and 
actual manufacturing are also affecting 
the car as we know it. Sheet metal is get- 
ting thinner. Plastics are getting cheaper. 
‘You get the picture. We must remember 
that each car sold in the market must re- 
flect positively on a company's bottom 
line. The automobile industry is a busi- 
ness after all and not a charitable institu- 
tion. The owners and directors of car 
companies need to eat too. 

So look before you leap. For the con- 
sumer, blind brand loyalty is most often a 
losing proposition. There are those of us 
who just keep buying from a single man- 
ufacturer, year after year, decade after 


Read before Christmas shopping 


decade. Believing that cars never change 
over time, that they display the same at- 
tributes from one generation of automo- 
bile to the other is really quite foolish. 


Research 

Once you've gotten over any biases 
and discrimination, you can move on. 
‘The next step is equally critical. With all 
the choices out in the market, the ques- 
tion’must be asked of where one is to 
begin. It's simple really. Research is the 
key. 

Easily 90 percent of what's being sold 
to the public doesn't deliver any sort of 
real value. Whether it drives like grocery 
cart, is as practical to use as a pogo stick 
or looks like its been built by Worker’s 
Toy Collective 168 in the main- 
land—please test-drive cars to figure out 
what to stay away from. This is the only 
way to ascertain which tenth of the mar- 
ket works, and works well for you. 


Liking what you drive 

Personally liking what you drive is im- 
portant, as automobile ownership is a 
losing proposition from the moment you 
drive out the showroom. Within a month 
of bringing home a brand spanking new 
car, all one is left with is shrinking residu- 
al value and a vehicle that will begin 
breaking down within a year of opera- 
tion. 

Remember that cars are merely me- 
chanical things and even the simplest 
machines eventually break. If you've ever 
stripped a screw in your life, you know 
what I mean. 

The odd-winning proposition still 
lurks around the Philippine automotive 
market. These are cars that offer great, 
sometimes unbelievable value to the con- 
sumer. Please note that these cars are the 
exception and not the rule. Go out, find 
them and buy them. | 


Inquirer reporter wins in Ford Awards 


By Charles E. Buban 


FOR FEATURING MICHELLE YU, THE 
country’s first lady drifter, Inquirer Motor- 
ing reporter Tessa R. Salazar won the re- 
cently concluded 2007 Henry Ford Awards 
in the Motor Sports Feature category. 

The Motor Sports Feature category, a 
new addition for this year's edition, is con- 
ferred to a reporter whose best story on any 
of four-wheel motor sports event (rally rac- 
ing, track racing, off-roading, Formula 1, 
Formula 3 and other similarly related top- 
ics) was published. 

‘Aside from a trophy, Salazar also re- 
ceived P40,000 cash. 

Joining Salazar in this year’s edition of 
the Henry Ford Awards were Business Mir- 
ror’s Edward Simon (Best Published Photo- 
graph for Newspaper); Top Gear maga- 
zine’s Jose Antonio Acosta (Best Published 
Photograph for Magazine); The Philippine 
Star's Manny de los Reyes (Best Auto Test 
Drive/Auto Event Story); www.motion- 


+Get a chance to 
win an ALTIS 
Ae 


when you buy à 


YARIS 


Get up to P50 


"60% DP, 60 monins, Fo tunar &x2 G 2.7 Gas AT 


cars.com's Ulysses Ang (Best Automotive 
Online Feature); Top Gear magazine's Ja- 
son Ang (Best Motoring Column Issue); 
People’s Journal's Junep Ocampo (Best En- 
vironment and Conservation Feature); Au- 
to Review TV program (Best Safety Fea- 
ture); Hotwire TV program (Best Automo- 
tive TV Feature); The Manila Times’ Vernon 
Sarne (Best Automotive Industry Feature); 
Manila Bulletin’s Myrna Velasco (Best Ford 
Feature); C! Magazine's Vince Pornelos 
(Best Mazda Feature); and Business Mirror 
(Best Motoring Section), 

Now on its 7th year, the Henry Ford 
Award is given to individuals and organiza- 
tions who have exemplified excellence in 
automotive reporting. 

Salazar has been a past winner of this 
award, winning three (Best Auto Innova- 
tion Story, Best Auto Industry Story, and 
Best Auto Event Story) in 2003. 

Tn 2001, she won the Best Auto Innova- 
tion/Auto Event Story for her “Get rid of 
the blind spot for safe driving” story. 
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THE VIOS' engine, whether 1.5, or 1.3 liter, is enhanced 


with VVT-i technology 


The best-selling passenger car of 2007 


NEXT TO THE INNOVA, THE VIOS 
is Toyota Motor Philippines’ (TMP) 
best-selling vehicle with sales aver- 
aging 800 units a month this year, 
up from 700 monthly in the first 
eight months of 2005. Introduced 
in Southeast Asian countries in 
2003, the Vios, also known as the 
Belta in Japan, went global after its 
successful Asian debut and was 
launched in the United States as the 
Yaris sedan in 2006. 

In 2005, the Vios won the Best 
‘Subcompact Car of the Year Award 
in the Car Awards Group Inc.'s (Ca- 
gi) Car of the Year Philippines pro- 
gram. Last year, the 2006 Vios 
gained the distinction of being the 
best-selling passenger car in the 
country. 

Improving a highly successful 
product is a tall order, but some- 
how Toyota’s engineers may have 
swung it. The 2007 Vios, unveiled 
at the 1st Philippine International 
Motor Show last March and 
launched on the market last July, 
looks headed for a 1,000 units-a- 
month sales target despite its 
higher price. TMP offers the new 
Vios with either a 1.5-liter or a 
1.3-liter engine, automatic (AT) 
or manual transmission (MT). 
Like the Innova, the Vios is assem- 
bled at TMP’s Santa Rosa, Laguna 
plant. 


Winning combination 
Perhaps the reason behind the 
Vios’ success is its winning combi- 
nation of pizzazz, economy and 
reliability. Ab initio, the Vios cap- 
tured the imagination of car buffs 
as a fun-to-drive, well-engi- 
neered, durable small 
sedan—thanks to its sporty atti- 
tude and Toyota's reputation as a 
manufacturer of good-quality, de- 
pendable mass market cars. 

The nimble handling and flat, 
stable cornering characteristics of 
the Vios as experienced by test 
drivers and delighted buyers 
confirmed the fun-to- 
drive image. In the 
2007 edition, 
Toyota has 
wisely re- 
tained the 
front 
MacPher- 
son struts, 
rear torsion X 
beam sus- 
pension and 
stabilizer that 
are key to the 
Vios’ agility and 
road grip. 

Ditto the spunky 1.5- 
liter, 16-valve DOHC WTi 
(Variable Valve Timing-intelli- 
gent) engine in the G grade that is 
mated to either a gate-type 4- 
speed AT with Super ECT or a 
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smooth-shifting 5-speed MT (it 
was the latter that I test-drove.) 
Max output is rated at 107 
hp/6,000 rpm and 142 Nm/4,200 
rpm max torque. Disc brakes on all 
four 15-inch alloy wheels supply 
adequate stopping power. 


Changes 

Although the horsepower and 
final peak torque figures remain 
the same on paper, Toyota has re- 
portedly made changes to the in- 
take exhaust and ECU program- 
ming of the Vios G to improve the 
low to mid-level torque. The 
longer wheelbase and lower 
ground clearance further enhance 
on-road stability. 

With its balanced power to 
weight ratio, the 1.5 Vios can 0 
from zero to 100 kilometer per 
hour (kph) in a respectable (for a 
107-hp car) 11.81 seconds. More 
important, the '07 Vios is fuel-fru- 
gal, averaging 18 km per liter in a 
411-km economy run recently in 
Thailand. Despite its compact 
size, the Vios remains relatively 
comfortable and quiet during long 
trips due to numerous insulators 
in many portions of the car and 
the fact that its engine is slightly 
quieter than a high-rev engine like 
the competitor's VTEC. Curved 
surface panels and reinforce- 
ments for the front floor reduce 
body vibration. 


More room 
The longer wheelbase trans- 
lates into increased interior 


length and interior height for 
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INSIDE THE 1.5G MT Vios, Optitron meters anda 
PHOTOSEYADASEVLIAMENDOZA centrally mounted instrument panel 


more passenger room. The reai 
floor is flat, adding to the back” 
seat occupants’ comfort quotient. 
While the new Vios is 25 mm taller 
than the previous edition, it is 
longer and more aerodynamically 
efficient. 

The front grille, front bumper: - 

and multireflector headlamps of * 
the Vios remind one of the Camry. 
In the G variant (P765,000 for the 
AT, P730,000 for MT), the turn sig- 
nal lamps integrated in the side- 
view mirrors, a printed antenna 
and rear reflectors are the new ex- 
ternal features. 

The overall cabin design resem- 
bles the Yaris with a centrally lo- 
cated V-shaped metallic console 
and Optitron gauges atop the mid- 
dle of the dash. A Multi-Informa-.. , 
tion Display, an in-dash CD and.“ 
MP3 stereo, a three-spoke leather 
steering wheel with audio con- 
trols, three cupholders and stor- 
age spaces galore complete the in- 
terior picture. 


Volume : 

The trunk volume has been in=*? 
creased by 75 liters to 475 liters. 
Luggage space can be expanded 
by folding flat the 60/40 split rear 
bench. Since the trunk opening is 
relatively low, loading items is 
easier. 

Dual front SRS airbags are stan- 
dard equipment for the Vios G to- 
gether with ABS, EBD, Brake As- 
sist and keyless entry with alarm 
system. As in all Toyota vehicles, 
the Vios has a GOA (Global Out- 
standing Assessment) safety body, 
a reinforced cabin with side-im- 
pact beams plus front and rear 3- 
point ELR seatbelts preten- 
sioner and force limiter for the 
driver and front seat passenger. 

Given all the above and the 
soaring price of gasoline, do yoi 
still wonder why the Vios is the 


best-selling car in the Philippines? 


TODAY'S BUMPER STICK- 
ER: No matter where you 
go, you're there. 
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-É THE NEW Alterra promises more 
E comfortable ride for its occupants. 


‘By Charles E. Bubani 


F OR A LOT OF FILIPINO 


motorists, nothing 
beats a comfortable 
cabin -whose amenities are 
uch appreciated during long 
drives or while caught in a 
traffic jam. 
~ “This is why for 2008, we decided 
to make the Alterra even more com- 
fortable for the driver as well as the 
passengers,” said Keith Takeda, Isuzu 
Philippines president. 

Chief among these upgrades is the 
new JVC (AVX33) entertainment sys- 
tem that features a 3.5-inch monitor, 
Dolby digital decoder, a 180-watt 
subwoofer at the back, iPod connec- 
tivity, and 5.1-channel digital sur- 
round speaker system. 

‘The new, entertainment system has 


a dual-zone feature that ‘will’ allow 
front seat occupants to enjoy. their 
preferred music while those at the 
back may listen to different music or 
even watch DVD. 


Hands-free cellphone use 

Tealso has a Bluetooth function that 
will allow the vehicle's occupants to 
use their cellphones hands-free. 

“This means more safety for the 
driver if he or she really needs to take 
the call while driving,” Takeda said. 

Indeed, safety is enhanced with the 
2008 Alterra as IPC incorporated a re- 
verse-assist camera mounted at the 
vehicle's rear spoiler. 

The images captured by the camera 
are fed into the dash monitor so the 
driver will have additional assistance 
when backing up in tight parking 
slots or be warned if there is someone 
or something at the rear. 


“The side mirrors are now classier 
with its European-themed design. 
More significantly, these mirrors are 
now power-folding for added conve- 
nience when navigating narrow 
spaces. The driver's side view is also 
equipped with a wide-angle mirror 
for better visibility,” Takeda ex- 
plained. 


Keyless entry 

He added that the 2008 Alterra al- 
so comes with a transmitter-integrat- 
ed key that allows keyless entry—a 
feature normally found on high-end 
luxury.vehicles. 

‘The 2008 Alterra is still powered by 
a 3.0-liter common-rail direct-injec- 
tion turbodiesel engine (144 horse- 
power and 294 Newton meters of 
torque) mated to either a four-speed 
automatic or five-speed manual 
transmission, 


Takeda said this engine is more fu- 
el-efficient and more environment- 
friendly. 

“We wish to reward our loyal cus- 
tomers with a much improved 2008 
Alterra, We believe that with this 
package, IPC will be able to have 
more satisfied motorists on the road 
whatever challenges they may en- 
counter along their way” Takeda 
said. 

The 2008 Alterra is available in 
4x2 manual (P1.490 million for the 
monotone/two-tone variant and 
P1.5 million for the pearl color vari- 
ant; the 4x2 automatic (P1.545 mil- 
lion for the monotone/two-tone 
variant and P1.555 million for the 
pearl color variant); and the 4x4 au- 
tomatic (P1.673 million for the 
monotone/two-tone variant and 
P1.683 million for the pearl color 
variant). 
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TRANSPORT: TRIVIA 


By Emman Cena 


` Envirofi t's 
retrofitting 


NOT ONLY DOES PLANTING TREES 
could make the green makeover. 

Ina move to save fuel and fight pollu- 
tion, a technology known as retrofitting 
has been done in the cities of Vigan and 
Puerto Princesa by the Envirofit, a non- 
profit organization. 

Dubbed as Envirofit retrofit, the kit 
enables a cleaner, direct-injection alter- 
native that can improve air quality by re- 
ducing hydrocarbon emissions by 90 
percent, carbon monoxide emissions by 
70 percent, and particulate emissions 
(smoke) by 80 percent. 

How does the kit work? According to 
hero.com, the carburetor is replaced 
with an injector. Originally developed 
for snowmobiles, the direct injection 
technology of the kits has been adapted 
so that the retrofit system eliminates the 
carburetor and fuel is instead intro- 
duced directly into the engine cylinder, 
thus conserving more unburned 

According to Envirofit, the kits could 
cut fuel consumption from 35 to 50 per- 
cent and decrease the emissions of a 
two-stroke engine—translating to not 
only reduced pollution but also cost-sav- 
ings for ordinary taxi-drivers. 

‘Aside from the Philippines, the tech- 
nology is also used in India, Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, Paldstan and other parts of 
South Asia. The Asian Development 
Bank estimates there are some 100 mil- 
lion two-stroke vehicles in Southeast 
vee 

In June, the retrofit kit project re- 
ceived recognition in clean transport 
and mobility from the World Clean En- 
ergy Awards in Basel, Switzerland. 

References: _http://www.treehug- 
gercom,  http://wwwiblueegg.com, 
http://www.envirofit.org 
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Let the spirit of the season take over! Enjoy this collection 
of the best Yuletide memories in photographs, essays, 
journal entries, poems, stories from the staff of 2bU!, 
our friends and our readers! 


Christmas 
is where 


the heart is 


Text and photos x It does not 
by Cheryl Tiu 
2bU! Correspondent matter where 


1 LOVE CHRISTMAS. IT 1S yoy are, What's 


my favorite celebration of the 
ear, I love how the city lights; i 
ap apre dec how Important is 
Christmas carols echo festive- a ia 
ly. throughout shopping WhO you're with 
malls, and how various estab- 
lishments have Christmas us in my immediate family 
trees and Nativity sets on dis- dine together at home or in a 
play to honor the birth of restaurant. This is our Christ- 
Christ. mas tradition each year and it 
Every year, myholidaysare is one that I truly enjoy. 
spent with my family in vi 5 
Manila, Our Christmas tree is White Christmas 
up on the first day of Decem- Ihave to admit though that 
ber We hang lights and I have always dreamed of a 
wreaths around our living white Christmas. Ever since I 
room, play Christmas songs was young, I had always 
on our radio and join in on wondered what it was like to 
the Christmas-shopping rush spend Christmas overseas, 
tobuy presents for family and particularly at a destination 
friends. dressed in snow, where I 
"On Dec, 24, the Tiu clan could throw snowballs and 
‘gathers at my Auntie Linda's make snow angels. 
house for our annual Christ- Last 2005, it happened. 
mas Eve dinner. She prepares After my exchange pro- 
the most scrumptious fare ev- gram semester in Angers, 
ery year, which we all devour France, I decided to spend 
in no time. Before midnight, the holidays in the continent 
we head home to open our with my friends, Aimee and 
presents under the tree. Barbie, before going home to 
On Christmas Day, my fam- Manila. 
ily wakes up early to goto I had planned a circular 
Mass. We spend lunch with two-week itinerary where 
my mother’s side, the Alandy we'd hop through seven cities 
Dyss, at a Chinese restaurant, beginning from Paris going 
In the evening, the seven of CHRISTMAS IS WHERE/C3 


“white 
PERIENCING a “wi 

PKretmas” isn't always so fun- 

‘Author and friend freezing 
ide Schloss Nymphenburg 


THE AUTHOR with her family at home after opening thelr presents =" 


lose Fiona AEE and Barbie, 


mm" making the most of exploring a pretty (yet 
empty) Strasbourg on Christmas day 


Cee earners 
Rediscovering Ghristma 


By Jamie Tecson 


‘THEY SAY THAT YOU ARE NEVER TOO 
old to be a kid again, and that it is never 
too late to try to be one. When we be- 
come adults, many things about us 
change, From our physical appearances 
to the way we think, everything 
changes. Our dreams in life become 
more realistic, unlike when we were 
children. Then, the sky was the limit 
and the more surreal, the better. 

When I was a child, the Christmas 
holiday was my favorite holiday of the 
year. I would write letters to Santa ask- 
ing for my favorite toys as gifts. I would 
even design my letter with drawings, 
just so I'd be sure that Santa would give 
me anice toy. 

When Christmas morning came, I 
would be the first to run down to where 
the Christmas stockings were. I saw ev- 
ery gift like it was a gift from the heav- 
ens. I would run my fingers through the 
smodth surface of the Christmas wrap- 
per and then rip it open, savoring every 
crispy sound it made. That would be my 
sign of appreciation and excitement. 
Every gift, whether big or small, [would 
name as my new favorite. 

When Iwas 10, I stopped writing let- 
ters to Santa. I guess you could say I 
outgrew the habit, And last year, I felt 
s that Christmas did not have that same 
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thrill anymore. I felt empty inside, like 
there was a hole somewhere inside of me. 

I was celebrating with family, I received 
gifts from relatives and friends. But why 
could not I shake off the feeling that some- 
thing was missing? 

Idecided to open some gifts after the cel- 
ebration. To be honest, I have judged some 
gifts by the way they were wrapped and 
how large or small they were. Pd carefully 
peel off the wrapper, take a peek at the gift 
inside, and decide right then and there 
whether I'd keep the gift or not. 

Doing this again, I realized at that mo- 
ment that I had nobody but myself to blame 


CET 


we 
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Why could 
not | shake 
off the 
feeling that 
something 
was 
missing? 


for losing the spirit of Christmas. 

‘As we grow older, we learn to expect too 
much from people. As we open each pre- 
sent we receive on Christmas day and find 
out that it is not the one we want, we judge 
the people who gave us those gifts. If we 
don't like their presents, we think they are 
being cheap or are lousy gift-givers. 

We don't realize it, but we lose our 
Christmas spirit this way. 

Lately, Ive been wishing that I were a 
child again. I would like to revisit the thrill 
of waiting for the clock to strike midnight, 
the excitement of opening a present with- 
out thinking whether it would be nice or 
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ugly, the dream that I would get a, 
glimpse of Santa Claus even though I 
never did. 

I would like to make each moment, 
matter to me and appreciate every little 
thing, whether good or bad, that hap-. 
pens. 

Tthink I'l wake up early on Christmas: 
day this year and rush down to my pre- 
sents. I will probably sit on the floor and 
grab the first gift that I see. And no, I will 
not carefully peel them open, but rip the 
‘wrapper off to my heart's content. 

Afterwards, I will be thankful for ev-- 
ery present that comes my way. 


‘Text and photo 
by Niño Mark M, Sablan 
2bU! Correspondent 


MY LOVELY LOLA ALWAYS 
had this tradition of letting 
me wrap her gifts as early as 
November. One yuletide sea- 
son several years ago, she got 
$ tired of it and realized how it 
‘was so much easier to just 
hand out cash-filled - en- 
velopes. 
‘And so bythe first few 
weeks of December (she no 


z E needed to rush), she'd 


ask me to buy those red Chi- 
nese envelopes to use for her 

Christmas gifts. 

In 2003, when! firststarted 
[> to bring my girlfriend to our: 
f family Christmas Day lunch, 
Í my grandmother handed me, 

one of her red: Chinese en- 

‘velopes, addressed to me and 
F -my girlfriend, Bunny. 

Tt had a lovely dedication 

handwritten by my grand- 
| mother, who suffered from a 
stroke when she was younger, 
# got her right side paralyzed 
aiid ‘since then had to do 
things using the left side of 
her body, including writing. 

È We instantly extracted the 
bills, added them to our wal- 
lets, and included the red en-_ 

I velope in our scrapbook. 

In 2004, Bunny and I once 
again received another -red 
envelope from my grand- 

‘mother, but this time, some- 
Ee else had clearly written 


sthe dedication, The amount of 
$ money inside’ was also less 
‘than last year’s. Nevertheless, 
‘the cash went straight to our 
“wallets while the red enve- 
P lope went directly to our 
F iserapbook.: 


Í Dedication 


“# Im 2005, my grandma 
| asked me to write her dedica- 


1B tions on the red envelopes. 1 
TE iwas, of course, 
HE garian, 


gitgmving 


-writing her dedication for 3 


to associate red envelopes, 


though it felt a little weird 


Bunny and me: 

It was even weirder when, 
on Christmas Day itself, she 
handed me an envelope with’ 
a dedication I myself wrote, | 
That year, due to hard times, 
the amount of the money in- 
side was even less than the 
previous year's. And so Bunny 
and I taped the red enve- 
lope—complete with ` the; 
money inside—in“our scrap- 


book. I appreciated how my | 


grandmother was giving us so $ 
much even if she didn't have a X 
jobandtimeswerehard. 
In the middle of 2006, I had 
imy own hard'times in the fi- 4 
nance department. There $ 
were several times when 1 
took out the bills from the red 


envelope and putitin my wal- {$ 


Jet for reserve. 3 
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EVERYONE SAYS CHRISTMAS IS THE 
time of the year that gets everyone giddy 
and excited, that makes everything more 
cheerful and cozier than usual. 

For others, Christmas magnifies how 
sad their life really is. If things seem dark 
on a normal day, it is bound to suck a 
hundred times more during the holiday. 

But the Christmas: season has not 
brought out the perky or the suicidal in 
me. Itis the time that brings out my inner 
geek. 

1. When I was only 7 years old, Iwas ex- 
cited to buy gifts for everyone, although 
my allowance was only P20 pesos a day. F. 
remember the first-Chiristmas present I 
gave—it was for my mom. 

T got her this metallic pink My-Gel sign 
pen from the boutique in school. I re- 
member feeling so proud when I handed 
it to her after Noche Buena, untidily 
wrapped in Hallmark paper and taped. 

Five years later, my grandfather gave 
me a compilation of all our home videos. 
I was caught on tape bragging to every- 
one how that sign pen cost me the large 
sum of P30. 


2. 1 remember how my cousins and I 
started our tradition of going Christmas 
shopping together. It all started when we 
were eight years old. We all walked to the 
sari-sari store in their village. 

‘Once there, we got our moms rose-print- 
ed vinyl tote bags that were just too perfect. 
We never saw them again after we handed 
them out. We could not find anything man- 
ly enough for our dads in the sari-sari store, 
so we decided to get them silver picture 
frames with naked angels all over them. 
They turned out to be just as perfect as the 
totes. 

We spent the next four years going 
Christmas shopping together at Glorietta. 


„Our tastes have evolved, obviously. 


3. Once, we spent the holidays in Califor- 
inia: I claimed to have seen Santa on his 
sleigh pulled by his reindeer over our swim- 
ming pool. 

No one believed me, but up to now, I still 
have a clear picture of that scene and I can 
still remember how his ho-ho-ho sounded. 

4. Through the years, Christmas just 
seemed to suck more and more. I could no 
longer feel the cheer of the Christmas carols 
being played everywhere. If back then I 
would start to feel the Christmas spirit 


around early November, now I barely feel 
iteven just a week before Christmas Day.. 

When I started to realize that I was not 
going to get enormous piles of presents to 
rip open anymore, I started wrapping my 
‘own pocket books and putting them un- 
der the tree, in an attempt to make it look 
like Thad more gifts than I really did. 

Last year, I did not even get the chance 
to attend a single Simbang Gabi. The one 
Iwent to on Christmas Eve did not really 
count. 

5. This year, the only thing that makes 
it feel like Christmas is the race to get a 
Starbucks planner. Every weekend, I try 
my best to finish two lattes or two Frap- 
pucinos per visit.  - 

This has: seriously strained my al 
lowance, even though it has alreadybeen: 
raised to P150 a day. But I find the chal- 
lenge to be worthwhile. 

T do not care if there is a major traffic 
Jam on the way to Starbucks Libis. I do 
not care that I have spent over a thou- 
sand bucks on coffee in November. 

It seems that the only words that can 
spark my memory of a good season are 
Praline Mocha, Toffee Nut and Pepper- 
mint Mocha. 


One day, T had ‘no choice 4 


but to spend the money. It 3 


broke my heart to finally use | 
it, after stopping myself for so 
Jong. I was guilty about 


4 
spending it, but I felt-a little i 


better knowing I used it on’ 
something I really needed and 
that I used it only when I was" 


left with no other choice. ` 4 


In’ Christmas 2006, my. 
grandma totally scrapped the 
whole envelope idea and just “ 
handed us cash. 

Christmas is just around the 


comer like a 7-Eleven. My 4 
grandmother hasn't asked me} 
to buy her rèd envelopes or- 
write her dedications yet, but, $ 


Tmnot really waiting for that. 

Tve been busy hunting for 
the best-looking red envelope 
for my, grandmother . this 
Christmas. This year, I'm the 
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WHILE THERE ARE 
carnivals all over the city, there 
is still good reason—12, actual- 


one giving her a red envelope: .| ly—to head all the way to Sta. 

A really thick one packed with fl Rosa, Laguna to visit Enchanted 

bills and lots of unconditional } Kingdom, the country’s largest 
love from her grandson. d theme park. 

? ¥  Ẹ SChristmasis a time for mem- 

E-mail the author at nino-'; ories,” said Mario Mamon, pres- 

marksablan@yahoocom. $ ident and chair of Enchanted 


*_ | have learned 
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Kingdom. 

“We want to help people 
make new memories by proyid- 
ing them with reasons to come 
here to the park.” 

Enchanted Kingdom, now 
celebrating its 12th anniversary, 
is offering 12 attractions this 
holiday season. Reduced en- 
trance fee, new rides, stores, 
performers, and competitions, 
among others, await the park's 
visitors this month. 

Whether you are young or 
old, male or female, energetic 
or not, you will surely find 
something in store for you at. 
the park. 

Children will love SpongeBob 
SquarePants the Ride, now 
showing at the Rialto Theater, 
while teens should have a blast 
trying out Triassic Tag, a laser- 
gun war game that will have you 
ducking behind bushes and walls 


Tag, one of the} 


pares 


n and games 


to escape from your opponents. 


For fence-sitters, too 

For those who prefer to stay 
on the sidelines watching the 
action, check out Oliver's High 
Dive Show that features a group 
of European high divers per- 
forming a variety of life-threat- 
ening stunts. 

Want something more whim- 
sical? Watch magician Lou Hi- 
lario in action as he pulls some 
tricks out of his hat—or sleeve. 

If you-are looking for some 
good, clean fun, nothing can be 
more wholesome than The 
Bloomfields, who will be per- 
forming at the park on Dec. 
29—their take on '60s music is 
refreshing and energetic, with- 
out being old-fashioned (finally, 
a band that teenagers can 
watch with their parents with- 
out cringing). 

After that, popular OPM 
Bamboo will rock the stage on 
Dec. 30. 

However, if you are really 
itching to watch holiday perfor- 
mances, catch the Christmas 
play by theater group Trumpets 
Dec. 23, 25, 27 and 28, as well 
as various performances from 
choral groups. 


Visit www.enchantedking- 
dor.com.ph. 


All the lonely people 


By Patricia Abigail C. Lim 


MEREDITH GREY (OF THE 
television show “Grey's 


Anatomy”) once said, “40 
years ago, The Beatles asked 


the world a question. They 
wanted to know where all the 
lonely people in the world 
came from. My theory is that a 
great many of the lonely peo- 
ple come from hospitals. As 
doctors, we ignore our needs 
so we can meet our patients’ 
needs. We ignore friends and 
families so we can save other 
people's friends and families.” 

She is probably right. Or, at 
least partially. 

Christmas is always a big 
deal for Filipinos. It is the day 
we forget our diets and eat 
everything high in choles- 
terol. It is the day we reveal 
our hidden talents in singing 
and dancing to our biggest 
fans—our families. 

It is the day we forget that 
we have not paid our electric 
bill and that we might need to 
use candles the next day. It is 
the day we put aside the urge 
to throw plates at one another. 

After all it is Christ's birth- 
day. It is the day we spend 
with our loved ones. 

At least for some of is. 


Lonely Christmas 

‘A few years back I spent my 
first Christmas without my 
mom. She had to stay in the 
hospital as she was the resi- 
dent doctor on duty that 
time. 

Tt was my first Christmas 
without loud music or Christ- 
mas carols. It was the first 
Christmas that I slept early. 


‘That Christmas, I listened to 
people greet families and 
friends over the radio. 

I wished that, even just for 
that day, all the sick people 
would get well so my mom 
could go home. 

Lam used to her being out 
most of the time, but not on 
Christmas Day. 

‘Though we could celebrate 
on the 24th or 26th and there 
are other holidays, why is it 
such a big deal when we are 
not together during Christ- 
mas? Why do we feel lonel 
er? 

Maybe because we see, we 
feel, we know that a lot of 
people are celebrating and 
are having the time of their 
lives. So the longing -gets 
stronger and the pain of not 
being together lingers. 

Meredith concluded, 
“Which means that at the end 
of the day, all we really have 
is ourselves and nothing can 
make you feel lonelier thar 
that.” 

It is indeed a sad thing 
when all you have is yourself; 
it is a disaster to be alone on 
CHristmas Day. Thankfully, 
my family only experienced 
that once. 

But many Filipino fami- 
lies—parents, husbands, 
wives, children of overseas 
Filipino workers, soldiers and 
doctors—are not as lucky. 

Who are the lonely people 
in the world? They are the 
people who have to content 
themselves with gifts, phone 
calls or greeting cards on 
Christmas Day, wishing that 
these can ease the pain of be- 
ing alone. 


By Jamie Tecson 


‘THEY SAY THAT YOU ARE NEVER TOO 
old to be a kid again, and that it is never 
too late to try to be one. When we be: 
come adults, many things about us 
change. From our physical appearances 
to the way we think, everything 
changes. Our dreams in life become 
more realistic, unlike when we were 
children. Then, the sky was the limit 
and the more surreal, the better 

When I was a child, the Christmas 
holiday was my favorite holiday of the 
year. I would write letters to Santa ask- 
ing for my favorite toys as gifts. I would 
even design my letter with drawings, 
just so I'd be sure that Santa would give 
me a nice toy. 

When Christmas morning came, I 
would be the first to run down to where 
the Christmas stockings were. I saw ev- 
ery gift like it was a gift from the heav- 
ens. I would run my fingers through the 
smooth surface of the Christmas wrap- 
per and then rip it open, savoring every 
crispy sound it made. That would be my 
sign of appreciation and excitement. 
Every gift, whether big or small, 1 would 
name as my new favorite. 

When I was 10, I stopped writing let- 
ters to Santa. I guess you could say 1 
outgrew the habit. And last year, I felt 
that Christmas did not have that same 


thrill anymore. 1 felt empty inside, like 
there was a hole somewhere inside of me. 

Twas celebrating with fa 
gifts from relatives and friends. But why 
could not I shake off the feeling that some- 
thing was missing? 

Idecided to open some gifts after the cel- 
ebration. To be honest, I have judged some 
gifts by the way they were wrapped and 
how large or small they were. I'd carefully 
peel off the wrapper, take a peek at the gift 
inside, and decide right then and there 
whether I'd keep the gift or not. 

Doing this again, I realized at that mo- 
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Why could 
not | shake 
off the 
feeling that 
something 
was 


ily, T received 


for losing the spirit of Christmas, 

‘As we grow older, we learn to expect too 
much from people. As we open each pre- 
sent we receive on Christmas day and find 
out that it is not the one we want, we judge 
the people who gave us those gifts. If we 
don't like their presents, we think they are 
being cheap or are lousy gift-givers. 

We don't realize it, but we lose our 
Christmas spirit this way. 

Lately, I've been wishing that I were a 
child again. I would like to revisit the thrill 
of waiting for the clock to strike midnight, 
the excitement of opening a present with- 
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ugly, the dream that I would get a 
glimpse of Santa Claus even though T 
never did. 

T would like to make each moment 
matter to me and appreciate every little 
thing, whether good or bad, that hap- 
pens. 

T think PII wake up early on Christmas 
day this year and rush down to my pre- 
sents. {will probably sit on the floor and 
grab the first gift that I see. And no, I will 
not carefully peel them open, but rip the 
wrapper off to my heart's content. 

‘Afterwards, I will be thankful for ev- 


ing? 
ment thatThad nobody but myselftoblame MISSIN” 


out thinking whether it would be nice or ery present that comes my way. 
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‘Text and photo 
by Niño Mark M. Sablan 
2bU! Correspondent 


MY LOVELY LOLA ALWAYS 
had this tradition of letting 
me wrap her gifts as early as 
November. One yuletide sea- 
son several years ago, she got 
ired of it and realized how it 
Was so much easier to just 
hand out cash-filled “en- 
velopes. 

‘And so bythe first few 
weeks of December (she no 
longer rieeded to rush), she'd 
ask me to buy those red Chi- 
nese envelopes to use for her 
Christmas gifts. 

In 2003, when I first started 
to bring my girlfriend to our 
family Christmas Day lunch, 
my grandmother handed me 
one of her red Chinese en- 
velopes, addressed to me and 
my girlfriend, Bunny. 

Tt had a lovely dedication 
handwritten by my grand- 
mother, who suffered from a 
stroke when she was younger, 
got her right side paralyzed 
and since then had to do 
things using the left side of 
her body, including writing. 

We instantly extracted the 
bills, added them to our wal- 
lets, and included the red en- 
velope in our scrapbook. 

In 2004, Bunny and I once 
again received another red 
envelope from my grand- 
mother, but this time, some- 
one else had clearly written 
the dedication, The amount of 
money inside was also less 
than last year’s. Nevertheless, 
the cash went straight to our 
wallets while the red enve- 
lope went directly to our 
scrapbook. 


Dedication 

In 2005, my grandma 
asked me to write her dedica- 
tions on the red envelopes. I 
"was, of course, glad to help al- 


though it felt a little weird 
writing her dedication for 
Bunny and me. 

‘Tt was even weirder when 
on Christmas Day itself, she 
handed me an envelope with 
a dedication I myself wrote. 
‘That year, due to hard times, 
the amount of the money in- 
side was even less than the 
previous year’s. And so Bunny 
and I taped the red enve- 
lope—complete with ` the 
money inside—in our scrap- 
‘book. I appreciated how my 
grandmother was giving us so 
much even if she didn't have a 
job and times were hard. 

In the middle of 2006, Thad 
my own hard times in the fi- 
nance department. There 
were several times when I 
took out the bills from the red 
envelope and put it in my wal- 
let for reserve. 

One day, I had no choice 
but to spend the money. It 
broke my heart to finally use 
it, after stopping myself for so 
long. I was guilty about 
spending it, but I felt-a little 
better knowing I used it on 
something I really needed and 
that I used it only when I was 
left with no other choice. 

In Christmas 2006, my 
grandma totally scrapped the 
whole envelope idea and just 
handed us cash. 

Christmas is just around the 
corner like a 7-Eleven. My 
grandmother hasn't asked me 
to buy her red envelopes or 
write her dedications yet, but 
Tm not really waiting for that. 

Tve been busy hunting for 
the best-looking red envelope 
for my grandmother this 
Christmas. This year, I'm the 
one giving her a fed envelope. 
A really thick one packed with 
bills and lots of unconditional 
love from her grandson. 


E-mail the author at nino- 
marksablan@yahoo.com 


Ihave learned 


to associate red envelopes 


with my grandma 
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By Camille Asuncion 


EVERYONE SAYS CHRISTMAS IS THE 
time of the year that gets everyone giddy 
and excited, that makes everything more 
cheerful and cozier than usual. 

For others. Christmas magnifies how 
sad their life really is. If things seem dark 
on u normal day, it is bound to suck a 
hundred times more during the holiday. 

But the Christmas season has not 
brought out the perky or the suicidal in 
me. It is the time that brings out my inner 
geek. 

1. When I was only 7 years old, I was ex- 
cited to buy gifts for everyone, although 
my allowance was only P20 pesos a day. } 
remember the first-Christmas present T 
gave—it was for my mom. 

I got her this metallic pink My-Gel sign 
pen from the boutique in school. I re- 
member feeling so proud when I handed 
it to her after Noche Buena, untidily 
wrapped in Hallmark paper and taped, 

Five years later, my grandfather gave 
me a compilation of all our home videos. 
T was caught on tape bragging to every- 
one how that sign pen cost me the large 
sum of P30. 


P, 


By Bianca Consunji 
2bU! Correspondent 


toescape 


WHILE THERE ARE 
carnivals all over the city, there 
is still good reason—12, actual- 
ly—to head all the way to Sta. 
Rosa, Laguna to visit Enchanted 
Kingdom, the country’s largest 
theme park. 

“Christmas isa time for mem- 
ories,” said Mario Mamon, pres- 
ident and chair of Enchanted 
Kingdom. 

“We want to help people 
make new memories by provid- 
ing them with reasons to come 
here to the park.” 

Enchanted Kingdom, now 
celebrating its 12th anniversary, 
is offering 12 attractions this 
holiday season. Reduced en- 
trance fee, new rides, stores, 
performers, and competitions, 
among others, await the park's 
visitors this month. 

Whether you are young or 
old, male or female, energetic 
or not, you will surely find 
something in store for you at, 
the park. 

Children will love SpongeBob 
SquarePants the Ride, now 
showing at the Rialto Theater, 
while teens should have a blast 
trying out Triassic Tag, a laser- 
gun war game that will have vou 
diching behind bushes and walls 
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For fence-sitters, too 
For those who prefer to stay 


Dive Show that features a group 
of European high divers per- 
forming a variety of life-threat- 
sical? Watch magician Lou Hi- 


tricks out of his hat—or sleeve. 


29—their take on '60s music is 
out being old-fashioned (finally, 


watch with their parents with- 


However, if you are really 
itching to watch holiday perfor- 


play by theater group Trumpets 


as various performances from 
choral groups. 
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2, | remember how my cousins and I 
started our tradition of going Christmas 
shopping together. It all started when we 
were eight years old. We all walked to the 
sari-sari store in their village. 

Once there, we got our moms rose-print- 
ed vinyl tote bags that were just too perfect. 
We never saw them again after we handed 
them out. We could not find anything man- 
ly enough for our dads in the sari-sari store, 
so we decided to get them silver picture 
frames with naked angels all over them. 
They turned out to be just as perfect as the 
totes. 

We spent the next four years going 
Christmas shopping together at Glorietta 
‘Our tastes have evolved, obviously. 

3. Once, we spent the holidays in Califor- 
nia. I claimed to have seen Santa on his 
sleigh pulled by his reindeer over our swim- 
ming pool. 

No one believed me, but up to now, I still 
have a clear picture of that scene and I can 
still remember how his ho-ho-ho sounded. 

4. Through the years, Christmas just 
seemed to suck more and more. I could no 
longer feel the cheer of the Christmas carols 
being played everywhere. If back then 1 
would start to feel the Christmas spirit 
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Anatomy”) once said, “40 
years ago, The Beatles asked 
the world a question. They 
wanted to know where all the 
lonely people in the world 
came from. My theory is thata 
great many of the lonely peo- 
ple come from hospitals. As 
doctors, we ignore our needs 
so we can meet our patients’ 
needs. We ignore friends and 
families so we can save other 
people's friends and families.” 

She is probably right. Or, at 


Christmas is always a big 
deal for Filipinos. It is the day 
we forget our diets and eat 
everything high in choles- 
terol. It is the day we reveal 
our hidden talents in singing 
and dancing to our biggest 
fans—our families. 

It is the day we forget that 
we have not paid our electric 
bill and that we might need to 
use candles the next day. It is 
the day we put aside the urge 
to throw plates at one another. 
After all it is Christ's birth- 

It is the day we spend 
with our loved ones, 

Atleast for some of us. 


Lonely Christmas 

‘A few years back I spent my 
first Christmas without my 
mom. She had to stay in the 
hospital as she was the resi- 
dent doctor on duty that 


It was my first Christmas 
without loud music or Christ- 
mas carols. It was the first 
| Sia that 1 slept early. 


ony 


around early November, now I barely feel 
it even just a week before Christmas Day. 

When I started to realize that I was not 
going to get enormous piles of presents to 
rip open anymore, I started wrapping my 
‘own pocket books and putting them un- 
der the tree, in an attempt to make it look 
like I had more gifts than I really did 

Last year, I did not even get the chance 
to attend a single Simbang Gabi. The one 
Twent to on Christmas Eve did not really 
count. 

5. This year, the only thing that makes 
it feel like Christmas is the race to get a 
Starbucks planner. Every weekend, 1 try 
my best to finish two lattes or two Frap- 
pucinos per visit. 

This has seriously strained my al- 
lowance, even though it has already beer: 
raised to P150 a day. But I find the chal- 
lenge to be worthwhile. 

Ido not care if there is a major traffic 
jam on the way to Starbucks Libis. I do 
not care that I have spent over a thou- 
sand bucks on coffee in November. 

It seems that the only words that can 
spark my memory of a good season are 
Praline Mocha, Toffee Nut and Pepper- 
mint Mocha. 


‘That Christmas, | listened to 
people greet families and 
friends over the radio. 

I wished that, even just for 
that day, all the sick people 
would get well so my mom 
could go home. 

Tam used to her being out 
most of the time, but not on 
Christmas Day. 

Though we could celebrate 
on the 24th or 26th and there 
are other holidays, why is it 
such a big deal when we are 
not together during Christ- 
mas? Why do we feel loneli- 
er? 

Maybe because we see, we 
feel, we know that a lot of 
people are celebrating and 
are having the time of their 
lives. So the longing gets 
stronger and the pain of not 
being together lingers. 

Meredith concluded, 
“Which means that at the end 
of the day, all we really have 
is ourselves and nothing can 
make you feel lonelier than 
that.” 

Tt is indeed a sad thing 
when all you have is yourself; 
it is a disaster to be alone on 
CHristmas Day. Thankfully, 
my family only experienced 
that once. 

But many Filipino fami- 
lies—parents, husbands, 
wives, children of overseas 
Filipino workers, soldiers and 
doctors—are not as lucky. 

Who are the lonely people 
in the world? They are the 
people who have to content 
themselves with gifts, phone 
calls or greeting cards on 
Christmas Day, wishing that 
these can ease the pain of be- 
ing alone. 
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through Budapest and ending 
in Amsterdam. 

For Christmas, it was the city 
of Strasbourg that beckoned us. 
Thad read both online and in 
my Lonely Planet that it was a 
joyous city to spend Christmas 
in since it had a lot of Christmas 
markets and festivities. We 
were excited. 


Disappointed 

The three of us agreed wè 
wanted our Christmas Eve din- 
ner to be special. We wanted to 
spend it in a nice fancy restau- 
rant where we could dress up a 
little bit and splurge on dishes 
we normally wouldn't on any 
other day. 

The first French restaurant I 
called, which was highly recom- 
mended by my book, said it was 
closed for Christmas. Too bad, I 
was really looking forward to 
their foie gras, but it was okay, I 
still had five more to go. 

I rang up the next French 
Festaurant and it gave me the 
Same answer. So did the third, 
the fourth, and the fifth! 

By then, we were getting 
worried. We did not want to 
spend our Christmas Eve pick- 
ing out of canned goods in our 
hostel rooms, The last recom- 
mended restaurant on my list 
was a Lebanese one, Au Cèdre. I 
‘went hysterical after that phone 
call—yes, they were open! 


Not so white, after all 

When we got to Strasbourg 
on Christmas Eve, we were 
greeted with darkness. Every- 
thing—including the Christmas 
market—was closed. Public 
transportation had ceased run- 
ning so we had to walk to the 
restaurant which, luckily, was 
only 20 minutes away. 

It was not snowing but it had 
just rained, therefore it was 
very cold, black... and sad. 
Asides from the three of us, 
there seemed to be nobody else 
on the streets of Strasbourg. 
Christmas lights that dangled 
from the closed shopping estab- 


CHRISTMAS Eve in Strasbourg 
in 2005. Everything was closed 
‘save for the Christmas lights. 


lishments and restaurants 
seemed to be our only glimmer 
ofhope. 


At least the restaurant man- 
aged to lift our spirits. Its color- 
ful interiors and bright lights 
put smiles back on our faces. I 
had a hearty dinner of dried 
beef slices, spinach-stuffed pas- 
tries, grilled lamb cutlets, 
Lebanese flan with rose petals 
and pistachios, which I enjoyed 
with a carafe of Lebanese wine. 
It was a delightful meal and I 
was thankful to be in the com- 
pany of two of my closest 
friends. d 

On Christmas day, we am- 
bled along the streets of Stras- 
bourg and used it as an oppor- 
tunity to sight-see. The Christ- 
mas markets opened that after- 
noon and we shopped for sou- 
venirs while munching ginger- 
bread cookies and sipping vin 
chaud (hot wine). We went to 
Mass at the city's famous pink- 
sandstone cathedral, Cathé- 
drale Notre-Dame de Stras- 
bourg, and walked around un- 
til we chanced upon the city’s 
main Christmas tree on Place 
Kleber. 

We then called it a night and 
retired to our hostel, missing 
our families back home. 

My “white” Christmas came 
the day after in Munich, Ger- 
many. The entire city was 
drenched in snow and I realized 
it was... not so fun. The 
snowflakes that always looked 
so pretty on Christmas cards ac- 
tually felt like pellets shooting 
at my eyes and forehead. It was 
annoying. I was freezing cold 
despite the layers of jackets and 
thermal clothing I had on. It 
wasn't a surprise then that I was 
diagnosed with fever that 
night. 


True Christmas spirit 

It was only after that experi- 
ence when I realized the true 
spirit of Christmas belongs to 
being at home with your family 
and loved ones. Even if you're in 
the most exotic or gorgeous city 
in the world, it is being home 
with the family that still gives 
you a warm'and tingly sensa- 
tion in your heart. 

Even my white Christmas ex- 
perience made me thankful I 
had a sunny Christmas to look 
forward to in Manila every year. 

I love traveling and I've al- 
ways wished to live in various 
cities around the world. But for 
Christmas, there's nowhere I'd 
rather be but home with my 
family. 


E-mail the author at chloe_do- 
minique@yahoo.com 
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“My daughter is a special child in more ways-than one.” 


Jeff Rodriguez, Alabang 


CHILD NEUROSCIENCE CENTER 
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Simply the Best... 


Succulent fruits 
deserve noth- 
ingbutthe 
choicest cream 
focomplete 
your favorite fruit 
salad— 
Parmalat. 
Europe's cream 
expert. Enjoy its 
higher level of 
creamy 
goodness not 
onoy with your 
fruits but also for 
soups, dips and 
other dishes. 
Once you've 
experienced 
Parmalat, you'll 
definitely 
agree: 

‘Ws what I've 
been missing all 


along! 
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Sparkling Holidays 
at Dusit Hotel Nikko 


CHRISTMAS IS THE MOST FESTIVE SEA- 
son of the year. And the best way to cele- 
brate it is with your family and friends at 
Dusit Hotel Nikko. 

Enjoy and indulge on delectable dishes 
at the hotel's specialty restaurants made 
this Holiday season. 

Be one of the first to dine at the newly 
renovated Benjarong Royal Thai restau- 
rant and feast on your favorite Thai dishes. 
Savor masterfully prepared Holiday Spe- 
cials by Chef Tun from Dec. 15 to 23. The 
five a la carte dishes highly recommended 
for the Holidays are: Tom Seab Sikrong 
Moo (pork spareribs in sour clear soup i- 
san style); See Da Chom Suan (pork in red 
curry with coconut milk and vegetables); 
Khao Yam Sarai (steamed rice salad with 
lemongrass, kaffir lime leaves and pome- 
10); Pla Bai Tong (baked boneless fish with 
red curry and herbs in banana leaves); 
Praram Phaeng Sron (king prawn stuffed 
with minced shrimp in green curry). 

A four-course set dinner menu inclusive 
of one round of red or white wine is of- 
fered on Dec. 24 and 31 for only P1,500 
nett per person at Benjarong Royal Thai 
restaurant. 

The stylish Tosca offers an elegant holi- 
day fete with its special menu prepared by 
Chef Alessio Loddo for the Yuletide Sea- 
son. Savor authentic Italian dishes on 
Christmas Eve Dinner, Dec. 24 and partake 
of the delectable S-course set menu with 
unlimited Prosecco wine for only P2,800 
nett per person. 

For New Year's Eve dinner on Dec. 31, a 
6-course set menu is offered for dinner 
consisting of mouth-watering Italian dish- 
es complemented with unlimited Prosecco 
wine at P3,070 nett per person. And on 
Christmas Day, Dec. 25 and New Year's 
Day, Jan. 1, 2008, Tosca offers diners a 
special brunch buffet with unlimited Pros- 
ecco wine priced at P1,350 nett per per- 


‘The bustling all-day dining restaurant is 
the perfect venue for a lively celebration 
with a mouthwatering lineup of tradition- 
al holiday fare in a buffet spread offered 
for Christmas Eve dinner at P1,600 nett 
per person inclusive of unlimited iced tea 
or chilled juice and New Year's Eve Dinner 
at P1,800 nett per person, inclusive of 
free-flowing Prosecco sparkling wine 

Christmas will never be complete wit 
out the traditional Filipino delicacies such 
as the Puto Bumbong and Bibingka offered 
during the Holidays. Various delectable: 
preparations are available according tb’ 
your liking from Dec. 1, 2007 to Jan. 
2008 at the hotel lobby. 

Savor authentic Japanese cuisine at its 
finest at UMU. Avail of the special 7-course 
menu inclusive of a choice of a glass of red 
or white house wine during the “Kaiseki- 
Night” on Dec. 24, Christmas Eve dinner 
and Dec. 31, New Year's Eve dinner for: 
P2,500 nett per person. 

On Dec. 25, bring your family and’ 
friends for an a la carte lunch and dinner 
treat featuring the “Nihon Tsokusou Tal- 
abagani Kaki Wagyu Fair”. Select from 
among the three preparations such as 
steamed or grilled Japanese Crab; 
Japanese Oyster and Wagyu Beef accord: 
ing to your preference. 

Voted as the Best Filipino Restaurant by 
the readers of Philippine Tatler’s “Phili 
pines Best Restaurants,” Fiesta San Miguel’ 
continues to satisfy diners with innovative 
and mouthwatering dishes. 

Fiesta San Miguel lets you enjoy the fes- 
tive season with its Filipino Christmas Eve 
Dinner Treat featuring a 5-course set men 
offered on Dec. 24 for P1,230 nett per per- 
son only. 

Celebrate the Holidays at Dusit Hotel 
Nikko and experience gracious hospitality 
atits best. 

For inquiries and reservations, call 867- 
3333. 


Cantonese celebration 
at Li Li brings HK to RP 


THIS HOLIDAY SEASON, CELE- 
brate Christmas in grand Can- 
tonese fashion as Li Li brings 
Hong Kong to your dining 


table. 


On Dec. 24 and 25, Chef Choi 
works the wok for a special Im- 
perial Christmas Dinner featur- 
ing unlimited appetizers, tasty 
fried rice, meat and vegetable 

the famous Double- 
Boiled Sea Conch and Quail 
Soup with Abalone and Bam- 
boo Pith, plus six main entrées, 
all guaranteed to satisfy your 
appetite! If that’s not enough, 


dishes, 


be awed by the Imperial Peking 
Duck carving station and enjoy 
all the duck you can eat. Then, 
satisfy your sweet tooth at the 
resplendent dessert buffet. 

Make the evening even more 
festive with our free-flowing 
soft drinks, local beers, and red 
and white or sparkling wine, all 
available when you order Li Li's 
Imperial Christmas Dinner. 

Li Li Chinese restaurant is lo? 
cated at the fifth level of Hyatt 
Hotel and Casino Manila. For 
further inquiries and reserva- 
tions, call 245-1234. 


_SushiYa’s party p 


WANT TO SURPRISE YOUR 
family and friends with an ear- 
ly Christmas treat? 

Celebrate this special occa- 
sion by choosing from any five 
Party Packages starting at 
P250 per person, VAT inclusive 
and no service charge. This 
promo is not valid with other 
discounts and promos. 

This offer is valid at Sushi¥a's 
eight outlets: Tomas Morato, Li- 
bis, SM Mega Mall, Robinsons 
Place Manila, Robinsons Galle- 
ria, Market! Market!, Westgate 
Alabang and SM City Pampan- 
ga. SushiYa—sushi, tempura, 
bento and more, is a healthy, af- 
fordable dining pleasure! Irs 
Zf celebrating 10 sushi-yum 


id 


Join the Holiday, Fun at Kalye Juan! 


cry 


my 
me 


SHARE WITH FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES 
the house specialty, Sisig sa Kalye—perfect- 
ly grilled pork with fresh onions, chicken 
liver and fresh peppers on a sizzling plate! - 

Match this with Bangus Kare-Kare, the 
popular Filipino dish that is a bestseller—the 
same yummy sauce with bangus belly strips! 

‘A must try for the more adventurous is the 
Hito with buro—deep-ftied ‘or grilled hito 
wrapped in aluminum foil in a bed of mustard 
eaves. Complete this with a pampango deliz 
cacy, buro, which is fermented rice with fish; 
tomatoes and onions. Kalye Juan can be found 
at: CKB Building, Tomas Morato comer Scout 
Rallos (376-2508); GE North Parking, SM 
Mall of Asia (556-0612) 
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CHRISTMAS GATHERINGS are 
best shared with family and È 
friends. The presence of loved 
‘ones, the happy conversations, 
the sharing of fun and laughter, 
plus the comfort and joy food 
brings make our Christmas more 
memorable and special. 

For this season’s special gath- 
erings and reunions, you can 
check the following restaurants 
and savor what they offer: 


ib 


yes, Pam 
oe 
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DEC. 26 PLATTER 
Celebrate the season with groovy and heavenly treats at 
Cocorama & Heaven 'N Eggs. You can try its Christmas food 
offerings like Christmas Omelet, Simbang Gabi Special 
Putobungbung pancake, and December 26 Platter, Also 
available is Rudolph’s pancake, Fruit salad waffle and Grilled 
\. Heaven 'N Eggs Branches are in CKB 
Building in Tomas Morato, Quezon City (376-2674), Ground 
Floor Glorietta 4 (818-2792), Fuente Circle in Eastwood City 
(912-1172) and Market! Market! (889-3791) and Tri Noma 
Mall North Triangle, Quezon City (901-3608), and Cocorama, 
6th floor, The Ledge, Shangri-La Plaza Mall 
City. It is the groovy café with a red-and-white Volkswagen 
kombi, mirror ball. For inquiries, call 910-0401. 


A Christmas (Ham) Story 


‘TODAY, EVERY FILIPINO FAMILY’S 
most celebrated month is never 
complete without Fiesta Ham grac- 
ing the Noche Buena table for both 
Christmas and New Year's. Its 
sweet, succulent, and savory taste 
never fails to bring a special smile to 
lips as the joys and triumphs of past 
years are reminisced. 

Which brings to mind the ques- 
tion of how such a decidedly west- 
ern delicacy became an integral 
part of local culture. 

In her book, “Palayok”, the late 
writer, author, and food guru 
Doreen Fernandez traces the ham’s 
place in Philippine history and cul- 
ture, to the Spanish colonization. 

“Ingredients ordinary in the 
Spanish kitchen, such as sausages 
(chorizos), ham (jamon), salted 
pork (tocino), olive oil and wine, 
Were rare and expensive in the 
Philippines. But because the 
Spaniards were the colonial mas- 
ters, their food was seen as desir- 
able, high class, 

Further, the author describes: 

“As the days creep towards the 
25th, homes fill with more food be- 
ing prepared for the family re- 
unions and guests, especially for 
the Christmas eve meal, the media 
noche or noche buena (the evening 
of goodness), which some families 
have right after Midnight Mass, and 
some the morning after.” 


HOW TO JOIN 
1, Buy Purefoods Christma: 


“This meal is usually in a Castilian 
mode, since Christianity was brought 
in by colonization: jamon en dulce, a 
sugar-glazed ham; slices of Edam 
cheese, called queso de bola; a fat 
stuffed capon or turkey-relleno, 
galantine, or pavo embuchado; wal- 
nuts and chestnuts, apples and 
grapes, the whole Spanish package.” 

‘And since Spanish cooking, ac- 
cording to Fernandez, was domi- 
nantly “fiesta cuisine”, then per- 
haps it won't be a stretch to assume 
that this is why the most popular in- 
carnation today of the jamon en 
dulce, is Fiesta Ham. 

Indeed, there are many reasons 
why Fiesta Ham has become an in- 
dispensable Christmas treat. Aside 
from its sweet, delicious taste, it is 
also convenient to serve, because 
it's ready-to-eat, thoroughly cured, 
and cooked to perfection. 

So popular is the delicacy that it 
has spawned many other types of 
hams. 

‘The Pear-Shaped Ham, carefully 
molded in a fancy pear shape and 
uniquely enhanced with an aromat- 
ic blend of sweet and salty flavors, 
isan all-around favorite. 

Jamon de Bola, another popular 
variant, is a sweet, smoked lean 
meat ham with a round shape and 
usually glazed. 

Slightly sweet and juicy, the 
Noche Buena Brick Ham is an at- 


s Ham, 


2, Look for the corresponding text raffle coupon, 


3. Before texting the code, 


To register, text: PFHAM REG<NAME/AGE/GENDER/ADDRESS» to 2366, 


you must first register. 


You only need to register once, 


r 4, Text the code by texting PFHAM<6-character random alphanumerle code> 


$ to 2366, 


Promo pern 


od: Nov 410 Dee 24, 2007 
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Tiesta tam 


Ff, STAR OF THE NOCHE BUENA 


tractive addition to any Noche Bue- 
na table setting. 

With Chinese culture having as 
much of an influence to us as 
Spain’s, the Chinese Ham has 
emerged as another family favorite. 
A unique fusion of sweet, salty and 
spicy oriental flavors, this ham 
brings out a delightful Chinese 
twist to any holiday feast. 

Chicken-lovers are not left out, as 
there is now also Chicken Ham. 
‘Smoked and glazed with sugar, itis 
made from a plump whole chicken 
molded to keep its shape, a definite 
alternative for health buffs. 

Hamon con Queso, a new inno- 
vation that is starting to become 
popular, combines the goodness of 
ham with another popular Christ- 
mas treat: cheese. It is whole ham 
made of prime meat speckled with 
rich bits of cheese. 

This Christmas season, value- 
added meats maker Purefoods- 
Hormel Company, makers of Pure- 
foods Fiesta Ham, dubbed the “star 
of the Noche Buena season”, con- 
tinues to bring us these popular and 
much-loved ham variations which 
have become part of the Filipino 
Christmas tradition. 

With these delicious and 
delectable hams on your tables, you 
can truly say that Christmas is in- 


deed merry. 
“Excerpts from Doreen Fernandes “Palayok” used 
‘we permission from er far 
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‘Mandaluyong 


SEAFOOD ESPADA 


COMBINATION 
‘AtBlackbeard’s Seafood 
Island they offer a new seafood 
espada combination. Must try 
are bacon oysters fritters, 
balut saaligue ala pobre, calle 
pirata, jumbo hito frito, panic 
buko seafood, pinaputol na 
tilapia, pomelo salad, seafood 
bonfire, seafood island 


chicken, Jamaican spicy wings, spicy crispy tadyang and streetfood sampler. 
Visit Blackbeard’s at Eastwood City Libis, 


sta Market! Market! Fort 


Bonifacio Global City and Shopwise Arcade, Araneta Center, Cubao. For 
reservations call 913-5701, 886-7692, 913-2694, 


4785 


CRAB VONGOLE 

All time favorites at Clawdaddy’s are baby back ribs, 
which are succulent and tender slow-cooked baby 
back ribs with your choice of BBQ flavor: 
Watermelon, rootbeer and chipotle. Clawdaddy’s 
King Sampler are all-American barbecue feast of 
‘Clawdaddy’s baby back ribs, beef barbeque ribs, and 
hickory barbeque chicken, Other menu would be the 
Jambalaya and Crab skillet, Jambalaya and Ribs 
skillet, Vietnamese-style Grilled Lobster, Lemon 
Cream Mussels (mussels in light lemon cream soup), 
and Riverboat Shrimps (shrimps sautéed in Creole 
spices). Located at The Ledge, 6/L Shangri-La Plaza 
Mall Ortigas and Claw Daddy B6 Bonifacio High 
Street Taguig. For inquiries, call 636-5679 or 856- 


Old-style cheese from modern facilities 


MARCA PINA QUESO DE BOLA IS A PREMI- 
um Edam cheese made in Holland by Frico 
Cheese, the largest cheese company in the 
Netherlands established since 1898. Their 
products are exported to more than 80 coun- 
tries, making Frico Cheese one of the top five 
dairy companies in the world. 

The old-fashioned tradition of cheese 
making is still being practiced under Frico’s 
modern technology and production facili- 
ties. Meticulous care is given from the pas- 
teurization of the milk, curdling, brining, 
until the cheese matures for about 16 
weeks—no, shortcuts, no compromises. Ex- 
cellence in this craft has been their custom 
since the 1930s 

Generations after generations have con- 
tinuously trusted the brand Marca Pina, 
making it a famous household name 
among Filipinos. Therefore, if somebody 
wants queso de bola, it’s as good as saying 


Damhin ang saya ngayong Pasko! 


Over P-2.5M na papremyo ang ipamimigay! 
May House & Lot, Cash at Noche Buena packages 


See flyers for details. 


TEXT RAFFLE PROMO 


“Marca Pifia.” 

Marca Pifia Queso de Bola has been shar- 
ing its cheesy goodness directly to every Fil- 
ipino's taste buds from all walks of life. Not 
only is it associated with high quality queso de 
bola, it also means prosperity and luck. Pina 
is pineapple in English and pineapple is “Ong 
Lai” in Chinese. “Ong” means prosperity, for- 
tune, wealth and good luck, while “Lai” is to 
‘come or is coming. Thus the significance of 
the pineapple found on the label, 

‘A very ideal and versatile cheese, its fla- 
vor is characterized as slightly salty and 
tangy, smooth and filling. Each slice of Mar- 
ca Pifia has a soft spot in our hearts and 
place in our daily lives. Culture and tradi- 
tion is now richer because of this 


cheese—the stuff really made for fun and 


feast! 
Price: 1.5 kg - P735 - P745.00 
750 g - P420-430.00 
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| THE AUTHOR (2nd from right) working for a live 
$ |} morning show on Christmas day 


It was one of the hardest times 
in our family as my father went 


elke star Sas nae tS SEE i through intensive care a week 


“Model Search = =8s"-2c iana a before Christmas 


A 


Cristina P. Agatey cerned over the condi- 
pA als aa tion of my father. They 
expressed the same gen- 
HAVING TO WORK ON uine affection I had felt 
, Christmas day of 2006 from friends. I felt guilty 
Was my most unforget- for being anti-social. 
table Christmas ever. ‘Working on Christmas 
Working during holi- eve and Christmas day it- 
days isn't really new. I self was an inspiration 
have no whines about it forme, because by then I 
as my “Morning TV” job was so thankful that my 
requires me to be on cal] father’s health problem 
all the time. But Christ- was over. 
mas day of 2006 wasthe I didn’t care that 
time I was both at my Christmas was supposed 
saddestand happiest. to be a holiday for me. I 
Itwas one of the hard- was just thankful. 
est times in our familyas I was grateful for ev- 
my father went through erybody’s concern, for 
intensive careaweekbe- their care. It made me 
fore Christmas. change the way I saw 
This crisis proved that people. This jaded 
people are innately car- world, where I saw peo- 
ing. I was overwhelmed ple in a mostly cynical 
by the kindness of oth- Way, made me realize 
ers. Co-workers I hardly that, indeed, there are so 
knew, people at work, many things to be thank- 
even neighbors that I fulfor. 
normally did not greet 
showed that they truly Z-mail the author 
cared and were con- teng_agatep@yahoo.com 
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of his kids, Dingay and 
Dingoy, taken during a 
family celebration in 
Parafiaque. 


In the spirit of Christmas, HP is giving you the chance ta 


to win free airline tickets to reunite you with someone ‘special. 


(CHINKAI Rosario shares 
this photo of her and her 
sister Ro-an at Ocean 
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Eekveen Novonbor 19,2007 and January 15008 and gera chance lo win Winners must present the winning sib logater wii the registered mall 
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Keep an eye on your family anywhere you go with the New Mobile Eye Bun 
With one postpaid plan, get a FREE Mobile Eye unit plus a FREE LG KU250 3G phone. 
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THE POWER TO LEAD 


By Philbert Ortiz Dy 


VEN AS A LITTLE 

kid, I knew Cubao 

was different. It 

wasn’t anything particu- 

}| larly overt, but I always 

got the feeling from my 

friends that they wouldn't 
come to my house. 

Every group work, every get- 
together would always be in 
someone else’s house, no mat- 
ter how inconveniently far they 
lived. There was just something 
about Cubao, maybe a stench, 
or just a vibe, that scared the 
parents of little Chinese kids. In 
all honesty I couldn't blame 
them: A walk down Aurora 
Boulevard was enough to tell 
anyone that Cubao wasn’t really 
forkids. 

But _ Christmas—Christmas 
was different. Christmas be- 
longed to Cubao. 

Few people know this, but 
buildings seem to age faster in 
Cubao. It could be due to a lot of 
things—the smoke on the walls, 
the dust on the streets, the wear 
and tear that comes with being 
so central in terms of trans- 
portation in the cit 

Maybe part of it was also a 
lack of connection to the place; 
as Cubao fell apart, no one 
came to pick up the pieces. It 
wasn’t very long before Cubao's 
sheen turned into a relentless 
gray, and an overall drabness 
came to define the place. 

But Christmas would change 


everything. Well, by change, I 
mean “cover.” The general state 
of disrepair was still there, but it 
would get draped with a blan- 
ket of lights and accessorized 
with a myriad of decorations. At 
night, there would be a halo 
surrounding Araneta Center as 
a thousand little lights lit up the 
architecture. 

Even against the regular or- 
ange glow of Cubao, the Center 
rang out clear and true. “It’s 
Christmas. It’s time to go to 
Cubao.” 


Bright reasons 

And there were a lot of rea- 
sons to make that trip. There 
was Fiesta Carnival, the all-year 
indoor amusement park. It 
didn't really have much busi- 
ness for most of the year, but 
when Christmas came, the cable 
cars ran nonstop, and a long 
line would form to ride the 
caterpillar. A pretty decent 
Christmas bazaar would crop 
up around the Fiesta Carnival 
area—pretty rare back in those 
days. 

The second reason would be 
Toyland up in SM Cubao. These 
were the days before the big toy 
stores had opened, and Toyland 
was a kid’s paradise, with walls 
filled with rack upon rack of G.I. 
Joes and family computer 
games. 

Third, there was the yearly 
Disney on Ice in Araneta Colise- 
um, where Peter Pan skillfully 
deflected Captain Hook's at- 
tacks with a triple axel, and chil- 


dren drank colorful drinks in 
tumblers that they got to bring 
home. 

‘And then there was COD. 

By itself, COD was hardly 
anything special. It couldn't 
compete with the nearby SM, 
and wasn't nearly as interesting 
as Ali Mall. It had mostly be- 
come the place where people 
bought school uniforms. 

But come Christmas, the fa- 
sade of the building became 
home to an animatronic show. 
It would be different every 
year. Some years, a group of 
robot wise men would follow 
the star to find a robot Mary 
and Joseph cradling a robot 
Baby Jesus. On another year, a 
robot Santa Clause would ride 
his sleigh, drawn by robot rein- 
deer, and travel from house to 
house delivering gifts to chil- 
dren. Robot children, of 
course. And it would all be in- 
credibly amazing. 

Families spent their nights on 
Gen. Romulo Avenue, across 
the street from the building, to 
watch the robot stories unfold. 

It isn't too often in modern 
life that new traditions are cre- 
ated, but the COD became a tra- 
dition in every sense. It was 
something to look forward to 
every year, something that told 
people that Christmas was here. 
‘The scaffolding would come up 
around November, and it was 
heartwarming to see people 
building Christs manger or 
Santa's workshop. 

If you passed by every day, 


you could see the cast of metal 
men growing as the scene came 
together. To a child like me 
then, that was the most won- 
derful thing in the world. 


Glorious sight 

It's kind of strange to think 
about it now, all the children 
and the parents out there on 
Gen. Romulo Avenue, watching 
the show. Just down the road, 
across Aurora, were the neon 
signs of some of the sleaziest 
bars Cubao had to offer. Around 
the corner, women waited just 
outside Mercury Drug, waiting 
for someone to take them 
home. 

A little further down Aurora, 
the dankest, seediest little adult 
theater in the Metro showed 
you dirty double features for 
P30. Cubao was still Cubao, af- 
ter all, and even the grandest of 
Christmas shows wouldn't 
change that. 

But for just a few minutes on 
those nights, as robots filled the 
sky, people would forget where 
they were. In the time it took 
the Wise Metal Men to find 
Robot Jesus, or for Cyber Santa 
to make it back to the North 
Pole, nothing mattered except 
being there, being part of all of 
it 

It was children sitting on 
their father’s shoulders, strug- 
gling to get a better look. It was 
mothers trying to figure out 
how to use their cameras with- 
out having to put down their 
Christmas shopping. It was the 


cars, jeepneys, and taxis, the 
whole world rushing past on 
Gen. Romulo Avenue, and no 
one caring. 

It was Christmas in Cubao, 
and it was glorious. 

Cubao’s changed a lot since 
then—or at least Araneta Cen- 
ter. Much of what's outside the 
Center is still the same, al- 
though with new paint jobs. 
Araneta Center is once again 
becoming a gleaming beacon of 
modernity. 

‘The aging buildings have had 
a facelift, and Cubao doesn’t 
feel so old anymore. The rustic 
charm is still there in some 
places, and the environs are still 
pretty seedy, but plans are afoot 
to have the Center become a 
high-density, high-class area 
lined with skyscrapers. 

This progress will most likely 
radiate out from the Center, 
changing Cubao little by little 
until people eventually forget 
that they were ever afraid to go 
there. 

Christmas is different as 
well. The lights are still there, 
perhaps brighter than ever, but 
the feeling isn't the same any- 
more. Fiesta Carnival moved 
outside, then eventually 
closed. The lot it used to-occt- 
py is now empty except for 3, 
couple of rides that couldn't be 
dismantled so easily. Train 
tracks still line the ground 
where tiny trains used to run, 
and it’s a dismal sight. 

SM Toyland isn’t there any- 
more, either, engulfed by the 


appliances section. Disney on || 
Ice still happens every year, but {| 
no one really cares anymore } 
post-mall-ice-skating-rink. 


Missing something K 
Most tragically, COD is gane. 
‘The building is now a supermar- | 
ket, and the show has moved to ‘ 

Greenhills, where it fails to tap- 
ture the magic of those nights i; 
on Gen. Romulo, It just doesn't 
feel as special in Greenhills, sur 
rounded as itis by the homes of : 
some of the richest people in the |; 
country. 

Without COD and its robots, ` 
Christmas in Cubao feels like it's 
missing something. There's less 
of a crackle in the ai, less mag- ; 
ic, and it starts to feel like 
Christmas anywhere else in the 
metro. And even as the lights jj 
shine brighter, the city turns a È 
little grayer. i 

But sometimes, I still feel the = 
remnants of Christmases past 
while walking down Cubéo’s 
well-worn streets. Even as 
Cubao grows farther and ‘far: 
ther from what it was, the mém- 
ory of it grows stronger in the 
hearts of those of us who saw 
robots in the sky. 

Ie’s easy to become cynital 
about Christmas these days, but 
the magic of those nights could 
sustain a generation. And we'll 
keep Christmas near and ‘deat 
to us, we'll strive to keep it spe 
cial, because for a few nights 
back when we were kids, we sat 
on the shoulders of our fathers, 
and we saw Christmas. 
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By Ronin Bautista 


WOULD START COUNTING 
the days before Christmas 
once September came, and I 

would make it a point to update 
people of the count whenevet I 
could. Back in high school, 1 
would write the countdown in 
our classroom’s chalkboard and 
our student publication office’s 
white board. Even if people said 
it:was too early to be counting 
and that I was just too excited, I'd 
still update the numbers every- 
day. 

, ` This year, I put up a digital countdown on 
Multiply and included a text update in my 
YM status messages. The next thing I knew, 
a high-school friend also had the same thing 
in his stat, and we were both excited about 
it. 

~ It was fun to celebrate Christmas back 
Home last year; we celebrated a couple of 
Christmases before that abroad: in Hong 
Kong in 2004 and in Singapore/Thailand in 
2005. Not that I didn’t enjoy the trip, but I 
really missed the way we would have Noche 
Buena (we had to sleep early for the flight) 
‘and other stuff that I hoped we wouldn’t 
spend the next one out of the country. I nev- 
er thought I would miss the midnight affair 
_ that much. 
+, Butas the days went from 100 days to 70, 

shë more I came to realize that this Christ- 
mas might be different. Not that I suddenly 
Jost the spirit, it was just that during the 
ourse of my countdown, I received a num- 
ber of invitations from friends: from gi 
‘who would be having their debuts and guys 
who would eat out on their 18th. This 
brought me to one reality that this Christ- 
thas is going to be my last-as a minor, and 
that T'l be a legal citizen of this country 
three days after that. 
* Being born on Dec. 28 is not really bad. In 
fact, that’s ‘another reason I loved Christ- 
mas: People are still hung up on the Yuletide 
hype and at the same time preparing for the 
New Year, and my birthday falls beautifully 
in between, and everybody's in a festive 
mood. 

“But after the “18” thought sunk in, I grad- 
ually lost count of the days. I didn’t want to 
get old. I hated 18: It meant more responsi- 
bility and less reason to play around, more 
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| will turn 18 three 
days after Christmas. 
The thought is killing me 


reason to get serious, I felt pretty down fora 
few days... 


How much you've grown 

Until I came across a birthday video of a 
friend, who happened to celebrate his 19th 
birthday late in October. We sent in some 
messages and a friend compiled them into a 
video, and in that I read something that, al- 
though it was not for me, made me under- 
stand something big. 

It said no one should call it growing old, 
but as growing up, and it’s not how many 
numbers you answer when people ask your 
age, but how much you've grown. 

Then I remembered birthdays are cele- 
brations of life, and that being sad about 
mine would be the saddest thing I could do 
to myself. 

I was also reminded of Christmas, that it's 
a celebration of Christ's coming. He came to 
this world and lived like us: He played, 
loved, and grew up, just like we all do. Now I 
see it was really a shame to be dreading my 
18th, I who would look through the calendar 
when I was young to see how close my birth- 
day was to Christmas, and later tell everyone 
that fhad been born three days earlier then 
Thad to open two gifts from each of them 
during Noche Buena. 

Tm back to counting the days now. The 

second semester started with my friends 
celebrating their 18th, some their 19th, 
birthday, and they were all happy. I should, 
foo. 
” Christmas carols now fill the airwaves, 
not as much as before but it’s still notewor- 
thy, Lights now adorn the different build- 
ings in our campus and it’s such a lovely 
sight whenever I go home at night. It’s going 
to be Christmas, and there's no stopping it, 
the same way my birthday will come even if 
Tused to dread it. 

‘This might be my last birthday as a minor, 
but it won't be my last as a kid, for I will al- 
ways be that in my heart. Besides, I guess 
it’s about time that I do some growing up. 
Time will fly so fast and more Christmases 
will come that it won’t wait for me; Ihave to 
get up and cope with it. There are no more 
worries, for I have my family and friends to 
lean on just in case I need them. 
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Text and photos 
by Ryan Fernandez 


LAST CHRISTMAS, I FOUND 
myself alone in my apartment in 
New York, staring at microwaved 
leftovers of General Cho's Chick- 
en. After smacking my lips, 1 
Jabbed my spoon in, desperate to 
break up the sticky, overly orange 
clumps of breaded chicken and 
broccoli. 

A week later, on New Year's 
Eve, I rushed up the stairs to my 
new place in Queens, lugging a 
six-pack of Corona. I fumbled for 
my keys to no avail. Sometime be- 
tween the arduous climb and the 
struggle to open the frozen door- 
knob, the world outside ushered 
in 2007. 

I dragged myself into the bare 
apartment, discarded a coat, a 
hoodie, a sweater, and tights, un- 
capped a bottle of beer and 
promptly sat on the fuzzy, paint- 
scented carpet. 

But, actually, it was a good 
year. 

The same time the year before, I 
was in Manila, watching children 
shop, point, and handle realistical- 
ly looking toy firearms. The year 
before, I was at the East Avenue 
emergency room, pretending to be 
a press photographer so I could 
document fireworks victims, 

Interviewing people with miss- 
ing fingers and gaping holes 


Here | am, getting more 
and more worried each day 
as we inch closer to the 25th, 
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AUTHOR (left) spending Christmas 


be elsewhere. 

At one point a dead person (a 
victim of a knife fight) was 
wheeled in. Though the corpse 
was already draped in white, two 
brown feet were stuck out of the 
sheets. It felt like a joke. A nearby 
blackboard contained a casualty 
tally. The maimed people led over 
the dead ones by a dozen points. 

Somewhere along the way, the 
holiday season started to scare 
me. Somewhere along the way, 
the word “Christmas” made me 
nervous. The hordes of people at 
the malls. The driving need to buy 
everything and anything. The 
shopping guides. The wish lists. 
The must-haves. 

The news showing children with 


in New York 


ters, and the always-hopeful wish- 
es for a better year to come. 
Don't get me wrong: I like this 
time of the year. The smell of bib- 
ingka, the carolers, the big, fat 
white man trying to get into m 
house despite it lacking a chim 
ney. I'm glad to just be alive. 
But for some reason, some: 
thing, something always happens 
So here I am, getting more anc 
more worried each day as we i 
closer to the 25th, waiting for 
hitch. Waiting for disappointmen 
to rear its ugly head, and say, “All 
this holiday cheer? It's just tinsel] 
my friend. You should know bet 
ter than that.” 


© ACTIVE INGREDIENTS: 


— 


where palms should be had its bandaged hands sobbing and TV E-mail the author a 
own thrill, but still, I wanted to specials recapping the year's disas-"Yfern@gmail.com 
de soeesiinaunsoamtinnten anaia, 
amano ad 


(ESTIZA 
[ COMPLETE HERBAL SOAP | 


nur ye ve 


Papaya Extract: Provides skin whitening ond molsturizing ireaiment. 
Carrot Extract: Contcns Vitomin A which reduces winks ond fine nes. 
Bonana Extract: Smoothens various skin problems. 

Virgin Coconut Oil: Helps fight molds, bacteria & virus on tho skin. 


“WALL hanging made of badminton racquet 


Rectcled 
decor 


By Auskee del Prado 


Mi E CAN MAKE CHRIST- 
mas decor out of discard- 

the decorations we made for our of- 

` fice. 
We've turned badminton racquets into 
lanterns, and made Christmas ornaments 
out of junk, It’s cheap, convenient and envi- 


` ` ronment-friendly. Give recycling a try this 
season! 


TREE decked out in recycled material 


ed stuff. Here are some of ` 


DELIGHTFUL spray 


PRODUCT FEATURES: 

© Orgonic/ Notural based ingredients 
Has 5 major ingredients 

1 Hos 9 odatves 

* Coconut oil undergoes a stringent 
curing process 

1 Export quality 


Uses: 
For pimples, black spots, stains on skin, 
‘unbum,blitre, acne, skin alleges, 
hemontolds, bad odor, psoriasis, 
baldnass, ee. 
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Calamansi Extract: Contcins Vitamin C, valved for its skin toning properties. 
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ByNikki Laynes 


OR THREE YEARS 

now, our clan has 

been celebrating 
the annual Christmas re- 
union with a contest. On 
Christmas eve, all of my 
relatives from the 
province gather at my 
grandmother's house to 
celebrate Christmas. 

‘To make the party more ex- 
citing, my grandmother in 
2004 decided that every family 
should present a show. 

An aunt from Germany 
sponsored the competition; 
that means she was going to 
give the prizes. First prize was 
P5,000, and there were conso- 
lation prizes. 

Now it so happened that my 
mom was so driven to win. She 
came up with an idea. Since we 
were all Disney babies (we 
were raised watching Disney 
movies!), and there are five 
girls in our family (my four sis- 


show. 


Simple, 
„ By Albert Miranda 


OBIN WILLIAMS’ CHAR- 

acter in “One Hour Pho- 

to” said something to this 
effect: “We usually photograph 
only the happy moments in our 
lives and leave the sad ones.” 

‘The same goes with Christmas cele- 
brations. When Christmas is brought 
up, images of parties, gift giving/re- 
ceiving, no-diet feasts, noche buena and 
dass or family reunions are top of 
mind. It is unusual to hear someone re- 
lating how unpleasant Christmas is, not 
unless he or she is The Scrooge. 

Talso share those candy-coated, un- 
fortunately naive perceptions of Christ- 
mas. However, these types of Christmas 
celebrations are too generic to be con- 
sidered memorable. It is ironic that the 
most memorable Christmas for me in- 
volved the simplest and most painful 
one, 

In December 2002, I was recuperat- 
ing from my first (and hopefully last) 
major operation: an appendectomy. I 
had almost died because my appendix 
had exploded before I got to the hospi- 
tal. The poisonous substance slowly 
paralyzed me, preventing me from 
walking. 

It scared the hell out of me to be un- 
der the knife, But thanks to the wonders 
of anesthesia, I never felt a single pain 
during the surgical procedure. But post» 
operation was a different story. 

No matter how many antibiotics I 
took, my surgery wound got infected. 
Cleaning it was a nightmare, not only 
for me, but. for my loving mother as 
well. She suffered the same sleepless 
nights, attending to my needs and mak- 
ing sure that was comfortable despite 
fluctuating body temperature caused 
by stubborn fever. 


ters and 1) plus our mom, she 
decided that we'd do a Disney 


She assigned a character for 
each one of us—Mulan, Little 
Mermaid, Snow White, Sleep- 
ing Beauty, Cinderella (mel), 
Beauty and the Beast (my mom 
and dad). We prepared the cos- 
tumes, the music, and chore- 
ographed the whole show: 
Some were made to sing, some 
danced, and some did both. 

The night of the competi- 
tion, we were ready and confi- 
dent to win. We were chosen to 
present first, and the others 
were very surprised 
amused. They didn't think that 
we prepared that much, and I 
must admit, my mom’s idea 
was pretty good. 

After our presentation, the 
others felt they had no chance of 
winning since they didn't pre- 
pare much. They didn't think 
anybody would give much 
thought about it. The parents or 
adults weren't that concemed, 
but the kids, my cousins, sulked. 
‘They had been telling their par- 


ents to practice, but their par- 
ents were either too busy or just 


didn't care. Now they were re- 


tation. 


think. 
ort Magic show 


ys 


No other grand party 
or expensive gift can 
really match the 
satisfaction of being 
with one’s family 


‘My dad was in constant anxiety, too, 
checking regularly if I was okay. And 
my sister, although not showy with her 
feelings, expressed her moral support. 
Friends, classmates and relatives came 
to visit me either in the hospital or in 
ourhouse. 

More traumatic was that I never 
could eat a Bavarian cream-filled donut 
for almost a year after that, because of 
the cream’s strong resemblance to pus! 

Due to the physical and financial 
constraints caused by my hospitaliza- 
tion, we had to make our noche buena 
as simple as possible that year. All the 
trimmings were considered unneces- 
sary. But despite this reduced setting, 
Ireally enjoyed it. What made the dif- 
ference was the fact that we were a 
complete family during these tumul- 
tuous times. 

Cliché as it may sound, no other 
grand party or expensive gift can really 
match the satisfaction I felt during 
those times. 

What made that Christmas also more 
meaningful was the realization that I 
was given a second lease on life. It's like 
being reborn with a purpose. Whatever 
that purpose may be, I am grateful that 
Iam alive today with the opportunity to 
be a better person everyday. There are 
no pictures to prove the difficulties I 
had experienced, but my scar reminds 
me of that Christmas all the time. 


gretting that they weren't able 
to come up with a better presen- 


Since it seemed we were the 
only ones who prepared, my 
grandmother decided to call 
off the competition. Instead, 
she decided to give'us-a vaseful 
of chocolate coins—imported I 
guess, with the glass vase more 
valuable than those inside it, 
but much less than the sup- 
posed prize. A bit unfair, I 


December 2005: Now every- 
body was preparing for each 
presentation. We decided to 
present (again, 
idea) a magic show! My dad's 
going to be the magician, and 
we were supposed to be the 
dancers and the assistants. 

My mom hired someone to do 
our costumes and then we prac- 
ticed our dance steps and block- 
ings. My dad decided to go for a 


my mom's 


looklike—an Indian or a ge- 
nie—with a chaleco and a tur- 
‘ban. We also had to prepare ap- 
propriate music for the show. 

Ha ha! It was a blast! The oth- 
ers didn’t anticipate it. Although 
my dad (who practiced the 
tricks just earlier that day) failed 
ona trick, he managed to get the 
audience roaring with laughter 
and entertainment. 

‘Though it was a little messy 
presentation, the idea was 
unique as compared to the oth- 
ers; its impact was greater. 

We won. We were happy. My 
bachelor-uncle sponsored the 
prizes. But they decided to re- 
duce the first prize and in- 
crease the lower prizes, after, 
of course, our presentation. A 
bit unfair, I think. 

Game show 

December 2006: My mom 
had an idea again. It seemed 
like she's always prepared for 
this. She wanted a “Deal or No 
Deal” show. There are six girls 
total—my youngest sister was 
to play Kris Aquino, and the 
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Family presentations 
add to the fun of our 


clan reunions 


rest of us were to be the 26K. 
My dad would be the ‘banker, 
and he was so excited that he 
devised his radio set and head- 
sets for “Kris.” 

‘My mom then again thought 
that we should be dressed in 
those sexy outfits the girls in 
“Deal or No Deal” wore. So she 
decided to hire someone again 
to make our green spaghetti 
tank-top dresses. 

Since there were only five of 
us as the 26K, we had two 
“briefcases” each so that there 
were 10 amounts to choose 
from. My dad asked one of his 
construction workers to make 
the stands and my sister and I 
made the envelopes with the 
amounts written on them (the 
briefcases). 

Then there was the music I 
had to download with the 
opening music, banker's music 
and tension music (it's the one 
you hear when a contestant is 
thinking of what briefcase to 
open, and when to press the 
button or not). 

It was fun preparing and 


dancing since we had to prac- 

tice the dance steps the 26K 
girls do at the start of the show. 
Ours was all -manual—there 
was a big illustration board for 
the amounts, and one of us had 
to strike out the amoint which 
was opened. ý 

The audience was happy! 
They enjoyed the show and they 
were very much entertained. We 
gave a real prize by the way; the 
highest was P1,000, and’ the 
lowest was P1. The winning 
contestant got P800. 

The others presented a Na- 
tivity play and several dance 
shows. But we didn’t win. The 
winner was one of the families 
that danced a folk dance 
crossed with modern steps and 
music. All of us were surprised. 
Even the winning family was 
surprised. 

That was a year ago, and 
Christmas is here again. My 
mom's reply after we asked her 
what we're going to present 
this year, “Ah, mag-'Deal or No 
Deal’ pa rin tayo every year 
hanggang magsawa sila.” 


Oe A 
E 


21-year-old Rafael Banzuela III sent in this Christmas artwork, 
saying, “This is something I did back in 2006 when I was into 
cyborgs. The child in the ‘Pagsabit ng Paro! is not the Terminator 
type, but someone more melancholic and frail. A robot, but still 


human. 


” 
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A Modern Class 
È The Head Set 


mee g ~ Saved my 


In the case of the Walkman soe ____Moref hair! 


phones, style and > Way acces 
substance aren't aie \ \ Actor / Businessman 


exclusive of each other 


For funnyman Joey Marquez, 

hairloss isn't something to laugh about. “I started 

r losing my hair when | was about 35 years old,” he 

> i Pry recalls. “| was being called ‘monsignor’ because the bald 
ty 5 spot on my head was increasing to the size of a monsignor's 
cap! You look older with less hair. And nobody wants to look old! 

g But I didn't want to wear a wig either. With the Svenson treatments, 

ri | got back my real, natural hair! It was thicker and healthier. It made 


SWEC 
this C 


By Bianca Consunji 


me look absolutely younger! Svenson saved me from hairloss!” 


To restore your hair, call now for a FREE consultation. Save your. 
hair at Svenson! 


2bU! Correspondent | Win a Sony Ericsson 
SE ERY OTER Ña | Walkman phone! yersSon 
Abe or col- ericsson M A a à 
lege kid what he or Sony Ericss Wakmi pooma musie 
she wants for Christmas, | playlist includes all your fa- call 892-HAIR (4247) 


vorite music all the time. MAKATI TOMAS MORATO BINONDO ALABANG 
EE i5 CT Tower "SF CKB Conter. 11/F Federal Tower 4/F Citibank-Frabelle 


track of your life. Building Building 7/F Keppel Centre. 
| So what was playing when 
| you felt the highs of passing | 
that final exam or the first of { 
} day of vacation? What was 
lt playing when you got togeth- 
| er or broke up and made up? 
} Give us the best of your music 
memories to the weekly ques- 
tion and win a brand new 
Sony Ericsson Walkman 
+ phone! 
This week's question is: 
Another hour on the jeep, 
bus or train. What do you lis- £ 
ten to when you commute? 
E-mail your answer to 
sonyericsson2bu@gmail 
com. Include your name, age į 
and contact information plus } 
the song title, artist and music 
genre. Deadline is on Dec. 21. 


and you'll probably get a 
prompt reply: an mp3 
player. 

Portable music players in all 
shapes, colors and sizes are flying 
off the shelves this season, and 
with good reason—they're light, 
sleek and have powerhouse mem- 
ries that can support thousands 
offiles. 

However, not everyone wants 
to carry around a boatload of gad- 
gets (imagine rummaging in your 
bag and getting caught in a tangle 
of wires). For people who like 
keeping things simple, a multi- 
media cell phone is your best bet. 

Sony Ericsson recently re- 
leased a line of Walkman phones 
tailor-made for different types of 
cell-phone users 

‘One of their top-of-the-line 
models, the W910i, appeals to the 


fashion-conscious set. Its sleek ex- lank nad Roary mes 
terior, large LCD screen and St eae 
smooth finish make it look like the U Wedhi Walkman phone. 


ultimate trendsetters phone, but its 
specs can satisfy even the most discriminat- 
ing techie geeks. 

The W910i comes in Hearty Red (a mat- 
te-red metal finish) and Noble Black. If 
you're looking for attention, the W910i is 
the phone for you. 

For those who want their phones simple- 
butstill loaded with fearures—the model to 
check out is the W660i, a Walkman phone 
with a classic design 3G phone that belies 
its high-tech specs. Available in Record 
Black and Rose Red (sleek red metal em- 
bossed with a floral pattern), the phone is 
light and compact. Ideal for kiutzes who of- 
ten drop their phones and for people who 
text a lot (the keyboard lets you tap out 
messages fast) the design is also the most 
user-friendly of the series. 

Sports lovers, on the other hand, will 
love the W580i. At only 14-mm thin, it's 
one of the smallest and slimmest of the 
Sony Ericsson Walkman phones. The 
W580i is made for people with an active 
lifestyle, with features that complement 
your fitness routine. Equipped with a pe- 
dometer and calorie counter, the phone not 
only keeps you entertained with hours of 
music, but will help keep you fit as well. 

All Walkman phones can carry hundreds 
of full-length tracks; the W580i and W660i 
‘can store about 470 songs with the 512-mb 
‘Memory Stick Micro that they come with. 

Ifyou feel like upgrading, a 1-gb memory 
stick (which comes with the W990i) can get 
you about 1,000 full-length tracks. Tired of 
the songs on your track list? Switch to FM 
radio to get your fill of the latest tunes 
(check out the light effects on the W580i 
while you're playing music). 

Speaking of radio tunes, if you hear a 


WIN] Exclusive HERSHEY'S phones.. just: 
“text ERSHEY'S to 2600 for more details: 
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CARD ARRIVED! 
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YOU BORN TODAY: Whether your passion is obvious or you choose to 
play it low-key, you easily strike a chord in others. People respond emo- 
tionally to you. You're amazingly resilient. You can overcome big obsta- 
cies and stil stay on your course. Many people admire you, especialy 
younger people. The year ahead will involve major changes, perhaps as 


Birthdate ot: Jake Gyllenhaal, actor, Jenifer Beals, actress; Alyssa Mi- 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
Oct. 22}: You have 
the mind of a detec- 
tive today. It's as if 


you have X-ray ve 


‘sion, You'l be abie to spot a phony 


amie away. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
tirely new source of 


Nov. 21): You might 
‘come up with an en 


= income today. Write 


down your moneymaking ideas. 
You certainly can see how to im- 
prove your job or how you eam 
‘money. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22 to Dec. 21): You're 
unusually convincing 
today. People defi- 

~" niteiy will step aside 
to let you go wherever you want. 1t 
you're in sales or you teach or act, 

‘thers willbe amazed. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Go after 
any secrets or useful 
‘information you're 
trying to find. You wil 

find it Nothing can escape you to- 

ay. You have the research skis of 


a genius. 
AN: person today 

who will likely teach 
you something. Possibly, you're 
the powerful person teaching 
someone eise. 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 


March 20): Talk to 
bosses, parents, 


‘AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): You might 
‘encounter a very pow- 


teachers and authority 

figures about intro- 
ducing reform or better ways of 
doing things. Others wil listen to 
you now. In fact, you are im- 
pressed. 


across a Co oa a a 
1 Strup 
5 Ghoiemember [7E = 7 
9 Selassie m i 
worshipper, or : ‘Sgaifeant as something round 1999. 
14 Gilette razor = 
15 Quarter-moon Sano, actress 
tide ARIES (March 21 to 
16 Carl of the aag April 19): Any kind of 
gridiron study" wl 90. ex 
17 Best Director, tremely "wel today 
1903 You want 1o get to the 
20 Postulate bottom of big ideas, especially re- 
21 Marquis de fr lated to pote, reion and phi- 
22 "History of Tesophy. You want to introduce 
Rome” author goad into the word 
Cassius 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
2 a tay 20 Yow o 
4 aaz search abilities are 
26 Social atfars en ae 
28 1993 movie Foul tnd whatever 
over discover secrets bout your part- 
36 Quilt filer peepee sie ed 
37 God of iove 
39 Long stories GEMINI (May 21 to 
42 Gaither Tory BY Philip. Anderson Tanso dune 20}: Discus- 
43 More rational Portland, OR Sions with others are 
45 Fashion Tuesday's Puzzle Solved very Intense today. 
magazine 8 Narcotic aoa HHO SEN eee 
47 Nile viper 9 Free at be Rall sa atien, is 
AZ Nie vier Free. mont [AISIOMMCIAIYIAMMMIO|WIATR[O] means you had beter steni (On 
52 Art colonyin 11 Mushers ajujujmja soln ulajalEels] veah) Se 
New Mexico vehicle S[aMjUlAlAl! ENANAA | CANCER (June 21 to 
53 Scorch 12 Actress 10h GOES MONM duly 22 Choose 
54 TV spots Hatcher SONG OE0O DACON work that requires at- 
57 Smallbeds 43 Jason's vessel don conn. ENE tention to detail and 
59 Labors 18 Theory of + ICTS] steady perseverance. You wil 
63 2002 movie morlvaues — ARENE o ete at Complete monumentai tasks today 
67 Obiterate 19 German river a a simply because you set your mind 
88 Composer 24 Smalestois (SIALELE[SMMMLELSLSMMEL=1S1 1] toi noting cansiop you. 
Khachaturian 25 icelandepoem [AIL [TOME sirja] LEO (uty 23 
69 Golfer 27 Lose vacion  (MAIBIAITIELSIMLS|TIETRINTE|A oer miri 
Ballesteros 28 Old-time ANIEDaT Taf POGOGAN tremely “nent 
70 Painter of baat across STrele [Ns Panu GAA with children” and 
fencers lernhar H Gono OGA ung people t 
71 SingerHome 29 Oid hag pougne -a ISESI They wa nen te you and foe 
72 Thicket unit 30 French cubist — Stegurcanes what you say. Therefore, make 
Fernand Sure you have something valuable 
pown 31 Conception ot and wise to ofer 
1 Coarse fle perfection 46 Muse of poets: 56 Doe's mate 
2 Football rest a2 Hlave.alccing 49 Weavers fame $8 Father VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
© Graham 33 Snare 50 Bony 60 Cake finisher Sent. 221: famiy os- 
3 Peeves 34 Annoyanco 51 Authorot"A 61 Wash E ee 
4 Extevagant 38 Spinier group Remembrance 82 Old dagger People are ineine to 
5 Shendan or 40 Swiss poaks al Things Past’ 64 R.E. Lee's o imgrore 
Sommern 41 Tumonapiot 54 Scored'ahole- nation Fa iA aoma Se taje 
6 Gularist Paul 44 Ugy bugs, ione 65 Summer cooler 9s over 
7 Bugle call relly 55 Challenge 66 Singer Sumac 


Difficulty Level e e 3e 


HOW TO PLAY 
SU DOKU 


Fill the grid so that every 
column, every row and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 


1t09. 
Tips and programat 
www.sudoku.com 


12/19 


‘©2007 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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VIRGIN coconut oil 
produced and sold in 
The Farm 


LEFT: The Farm at San 
Benito. Right: Healthy 
food meansa healthy 

lifestyle. 


Natural beverage and natural healt 


pea as 


assword. 
Serena Gelb | 


AST WEEKEND, I VISITED 

the Farm in San Benito. It 

is a beautiful oasis of lush 
greenery in Lipa City, Batangas. 

It’s not too far away—a little 
less than a two-hour drive from 
Manila (depending on the un- 
predictable traffic, of course). It 
has large grounds to explore or 
jog in; a lovely spa with excel- 
lent, well-trained (and strong) 
therapists; a clinic (that offers 
treatments of blood analysis, 
colonics, etc); and an extremely 
healthy 100-percent vegan 
restaurant, 

Some people feel like they 
have to travel across the seas to 
Hawaii or Bali to get away from 
the smog of the big city. But, ac- 
tually, you will get the same ex- 
perience in The Farm. It’s clean, 
green and serene! There’s no 
pollution and your lungs can 
just breathe. 

“You cannot get any closer to 
Eden than this,” said one of the 
Farm’s many guests. The motto 
over there is “Let food be your 
medicine and medicine be your 
food.” One great thing about 
the food there is that 85-percent 
of itis “live” or raw. 

Raw foods, according to chef 
Napoleon Arrieta, contain en- 
zymes that cooked foods do not. 

Enzymes are crucial catalysts 
for every bodily function and 
are present in a perfect balance 
in all raw foods provided by na- 
ture. 

Enzymes are destroyed by 
heating foods above 42°, Arri- 
eta added. He shared with me 
some delightful recipes and tips 
for a healthier lifestyle. 

Everything that comes out of 
their kitchen is not only healthy, 
its also extremely delicious. 
And the setting is breathtaking: 
there is an open-air terrace, 
overlooking the green canopy 
ofa tropical rainforest. 

“Ies an experience that you 
have to taste to believe,” a guest 
said. 


Green Juice 

Their signature drink, the 
“Green Juice”, is a blend of 
fresh greens and buko, and is 
extremely healthy. 

‘The green color may not ap- 
peal to everyone's eyes, and at 
first it may take some willpower 
to gulp it down, but the drink is 
quite yummy. If you're in the 
mood for a health shake that isa 
little more fun, try one of the 
simple and easy recipes below! 

Every morning for breakfast, 
I would start with muesli (swill 
cereal with fruit and yogurt) 
and accompany it with their 
“Chocolate Vitalizer.” It’s like a 
healthy chocolate milkshake. 

All you need are some ba- 
nanas, nut milk (such as al- 
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mond milk, or even soy 
milk—you can buy them at 
Healthy Options in Serendra or 
other locations), carob, cinna- 
mon, buko meat, some choco- 
late cream and a bit of salt. Is 
very easy to make, since you 
just put all of the ingredients in 
a blender and blend thorough- 
ly. 

1 pebanana 

Ya cnut milk (soy, almond) 

1 tsp carob (optional) 

Ya tsp cinnamon 

Ya c buko meat 

Ya tbsp honey 

1 tbsp chocolate powder 
(unsweetened) 

Pinch of salt (optional for ad- 
ditional electrolytes) 


Exotica 

Another favorite of mine is 
called “Exotica.”. With pineap- 
ples, buko juice, bananas and 
honey, it truly has the taste of 
the tropics all mixed into a 
fruity shake! 

1 slice pineapple 

Vac buko juice 

Ya pcorange 

1pcbanana 

Ya pc pear or apple (optional) 

Ya tbsp honey 

1 tbsp lime juice 

Pinch of salt (optional) 

(Again, make sure you blend 
all of the ingredients thorough- 
ly) 

Pop quiz! What is the iconic 
symbol in the tropical 
archipelago of the Philippines? 

Palm trees and coconuts of 
course (or buko as we Filipinos 
call them)! 

Buko juice with tender buko 
meat is tasty, refreshing and 
nutritious. It is a staple in my 
diet. In fact, Virgin Coconut Oil 
(which The Farm uses in its 
cooking, massage oil and facial 
products) is acclaimed by some 
as the healthiest food product 
in the world. 

Even my American dad says 
“A buko a day keeps the doctor 
away.” Nothing quenches one’s 
thirst more than a fresh buko 
shake, and it is possibly one of 
the easiest shakes to make. All 
you need is a buko, lime, honey 
and salt. 


Buko Shake 

Yc buko meat 

%cbuko juice 

L tbsp lime 

Ya tbsp honey (optional) 

Pinch of salt (optional) 

All of the above drinks will 
leave you cooled and refreshed 
on any hot, muggy Manila day, 
and are fast and easy to make. 
So, what are you waiting for? 


Visit htep://thefarm.com.ph 
Email the author at 
serenaswam@gmail.com 
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sense and simplicity 


From page Et 
song you like on the radio but 
didn't quite catch the title, you 
can use the patented TrackID 
technology to find what the 
songis. 

Just record a few seconds of 
the track, and phone will zero 
in on the beats and melodies of 
the song and help you identify it 
by sending a clip to the Gra- 
cenote Mobile MusiciD 
database. After finally finding 
out the title and artist of the 
song, you can use the 
Disc2Phone music manage- 
ment software to transfer it to 
your unit after downloading it 
from your computer. 

Hardcore music fans can also 
add music accessories to their 
Walkman phones. Two sets of 
optional speakers—the Portable 


Speakers MPS-70 and Snap-on 
Speakers MPS-75—help you 
share your music with your 
friends (instead of keeping your 
earphones on the whole day). 

Take high tech a step further 
with the Bluetooth Music Re- 
ceiver, which allows you to play 
phone music directly through a 
home stereo (you can use your 
phone to skip through tracks 
and adjust the volume). 

The new phones also feature 
Shake Control, which allows 
users to change tracks by shak- 
ing the cell phone like a pin- 
ball machine. Skip one song 
forward by flicking your 
phone to the right, or take a 
step backwards by shaking it to 
the left. Shuffle your playlist by 
shaking it back and forth. 

Another feature to check out 


and get a Sling Bag 
for FREE! 


Just charge P2,000 to your 
Fol MasterCard when you shop 
at any of these Robinsons retail stores: 
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w5801 
is SensMe, which allows you to 
search your music collection 
and create playlists by basing 
them on tempo and style, which 
can be more practical than 
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searching for songs based on 
artists and albums if you want 
to listen to a varied mix of songs 
of the same genre. All you have 
to do is to go by the phone's dot- 
matrix system in order to track 
the kind of music you're in the 
mood for, and SensMe will 
group the tracks together for 
you. 

However, there's more to 
the Walkman phones than mu- 
sic—2-megapixel cameras can 

help you catch goofy mo- 
ments fast, while 3G 
D> technology (for the 
Mn. W660i and W990i) al- 
lows video conferenc- 
ing; 3D games like The Sims 
also make for hours of endless 
entertainment. 
While there's plenty of room 


phones don’t lack on serious 
features, such as high-speed 
web surfing. Check your e-mail 
at the click ofa button, or take a 
video call from your boss—it’s 
all possible. 

To be able to maximize all 
the features of the phone, 
you'll need a lot of battery. 

Thankfully, the battery life of 
the phones last long, so you can 
go for days without charging, 

Also, while we don’t encour- 
age dropping your phones ev- 
ery day, you can be sure that 
your Sony Ericsson unit won't 
fall apart on a single fall. In the 
case of the Walkman phones, 
style and substance aren't ex- 
clusive of each other. 


E-mail the author at bianca- 


for pure entertainment, 


the consunji@yahoo.com 


Feel the Christmas spirit this early with the 
latest promo of Go! MasterCard and Metrobank 


Credit Cards for its cardholders. 


Whether you're looking for that dream doll 
house or huge robot for your kids, that hard- 
to-find gift for your friend, or your grocery 
needs for your Noche Buena, just shop at 
participating Robinsons stores and charge 
P2,000 to your Go! MasterCard or P2,500 to ! 
your Metrobank credit card and you instantly 
get a stylish Sling Bag, absolutely FREE! 


To avail of the FREE Sling Bag, cardholders 
must simply shop at Robinsons Department 
Store, Robinsons Supermarket, Handyman 
Do It Best Home Genter/Handyman Do It 
Center, Robinsons Appliances, Toys R Us or 
True Value. They can claim their early 
Christmas present from the customer service 
‘counter of the Robinsons store where the 

| purchase was made upon presenting thelr 

| charge slips and their Go! MasterCard or 

| Metrobank credit card. It's as easy as that. 


| | if that’s not enough, Go! MasterCard credit 
|_| cardholders can also triple their rewards from 
| | October 26, 2007 to January 15, 2008 for 

| | every P200 spent at any Robinsons Retail 

| | Store or Cebu Pacific ticket offices* during 


oy) 
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the promo period. 


| So Go! ahead and have fun with your 
| Christmas shopping. Because with Go! 
MasterCard, your reward is in the Bag! 


I “Log on to: 

| wuww.cebupactficai.com/dwnload/ 

| cketotfice. doc to view participating Cebu Pacific 
| ticket offices. 


| Cebu Pacific ticket purchases are excluded 
| from the Sling Bag promo. 
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3 Zap unwanted hair 


on your LEGS 
with LaserLight! 
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By Bianca Consunji 
2bU! Correspondent 


F 1 HAD BEEN A BOY, I 
probably would've gotten 
into a fistfight back in the 

fourth grade. 

Te was our first day of classes after 
the Christmas break, and like any nor- 
mal kid, I brought my holiday loot to 
school so I could show off to my class- 
mates. I was proudly displaying the 
piece de resistance of my collection—a 
Barbie tea set from Santa 
Claus—when Katherine, a scrawny, 
bug-eyed kid, rolled her eyes and said, 
“You're such a baby.” 

The high-pitched giggles of the clus- 
ter of girls abruptly stopped. I'd just 
been pointing out the finer points of 
the pink glaze on the Barbie teapot, 
but my speech died on my lips. 

“Why?” I asked her, setting down 
the porcelain teacups. 

“There's no such thing as Santa 
Claus,” she said, sneering. “Last year, I 
waited until midnight and saw my dad 
putting my gift under the tree. Your 
parents are just fooling you.” 

“Well, you're wrong,” I retorted, re- 
sisting the urge to smash the dainty 
cups over her head. “You just don’t be- 
lieve in Santa Claus, that’s why you 
don't get gifts.” 


stoppede: 


We stood in the middle of our fourth 
grade classroom, glaring at each other. 
Thankfully, the bell rang for the first 
period. There was no time to taunt 
each other over our respective beliefs. 
T scooped up my loot, stared blankly at 
the board during math class, and by 
the time it was recess, forgot all about 
the Santa Claus episode. 


Best handwriting 
The next Christmas, I wrote a long, 
highly decorated letter to Santa Claus. 


sa 


ea 


SEAMS 


GUE EI SURES ETE 


Tasked for Sweet Valley books and 

Sailor Moon goodies. It was writ- 

ten on bond paper and illustrated 

with reindéer, Christmas trees, 

and pointy-eared elves decked 

out in peaked hats. It was proba- 

bly the least outstanding of all 

the letters I had sent to Santa, 

which were always written out in my 

best handwriting and smothered in 
glitter glue and stickers. 

Thad no idea that the letter was to be 
the last of a series of letters to Santa, 
which all maintained that I had been 
on my best behavior throughout the 
year (despite repeatedly being caught 
reading books under the desk during 
lessons). Thus, the letters affirmed, I 
deserved the toys and trinkets that I 
gazed at wistfully in the department 
‘store when my mom took me shopping 
forclothes. 

But after that Christmas, adoles- 


cence set in, and boys, music and 
clothes interested me more than candy 
canes, toys, and the sparkling snow of 
the North Pole. I still half-believed in 
Santa Claus, but I wasn't going to ad- 
mit itto any of my friends. 

So come Christmas morning, as my 
little sister unwrapped her presents 
from Santa Claus, I pretended to be 
aloof, but watched enviously from a 
distance. Then I saw something that 
ruined the Santa Claus of my chil 
hood: a stark white price tag on my si 
ter’s present, which she didn’t notice in 
the confusion of bright ribbons and 
glossy gift wrap. 

My mom, who had seen my stunned 
expression, took the gift from my sister 
and discreetly peeled off the price tag 
before she noticed anything amiss. 


Sad Christmas 9 
The next year, I played it cool. Twent 
up tomy mom and asked herifI could f} 
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It's that time of year again where everyone can strengthen connections and build relationships—thanks 
to Sun Cellular, calls and texts this Christmas become easier and faster. So get a Sun Group Plan 999, 
get more lines and stay connected with your loved ones! No matter where you are, feeling the Christmas 
spirit is just a call and text away. 


Have a Merry Christmas with Sun Cellular! Hurry to The Sun Shop and apply now! 
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Molly may just 
be a teddy bear, 
but | don’t know how 


By Irene, Perez 


HAVE BEEN SLEEPING WITH A 
I stuffed bear for 17 years. Childish 

for someone in her mid-20s, you 
might think, but she is still the best 
Christmas present I have gotten to 
date, 

‘A European trip might be the only 
thing that could top her (or a Chanel 
2.55), although I am not even sure of 
that. 

People, meet Molly, my stress ball, 
“shrink” and pretty much my surro- 
gate sibling. I can still remember 
how I thanked and kissed my mum 
when she gave me the huge gift, 
how my heart raced as I tore off the 
red foil and was the happiest, chub- 
biest 8-year-old that Christmas of 
1989, She has been my roommate 
since. 

‘Ate Leng, my older cousin, bap- 
tized her “Molly,” from Demi Moore's 
character in “Ghost.” I didn’t see the 
movie till I was in high school, on 
VHS—or was it Betamax?—because I 
was shooed off the theater, and the 
same cousin was so disappointed that 
she dropped me home and watched 
the movie with our other cousins, X 
sniff. j 

Remember the time when everyone 


deaths, adolescence,’ 
taxes without the calm 
she’s given me 


had that cropped ‘do and “Unchained 
Melody” was the coolest song known 
to man? That's when Molly was born. 


Best pal 

Molly has seen everything about 
me. I hugged her tight when I freaked 
out after I got my period. She was 
with me and my mom while we were 
bawling our eyes out the morning af- 
ter my dad died, when I was 12 and 
we both couldn't get out of bed. She 
saw me being bullied in grade school. 
She heard me purging after every 
meal in high school, scared that no 
gown would fit me come prom night. 

‘There was also a time when Molly 
was “banned.” Blame my dermatolo- 


aN: 
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ne breakout during fifth grade was 
‘caused by the “toy.” But I refused that 
she be kept in the cabinet, so my mom 
and I agreed that Molly should stay 
somewhere near the headboard, but 
no hugging or contact of any sort was 
allowed. 

She was there while I prepared for 
every graduation, recognition and 
awarding ceremony from prep school 
till college. She saw me through teen 
angst, through drunk and insomniac 
nights. She kept me company when 
my mom and I had a falling out 
(tough times for an only child), until 
all the dramatics were waived and we 
patched things up in college. 
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And Molly caught the tears that first 
love and first, ehem, heartbreak 
brought a few years back (yeah, Pm a 
pathetic late-bloomer). She’ also 
knows the real score behind the “par- 
tial, unofficial relationships,” all the 
way to the legit one I have been happi- 
Iy keeping for almost two years now. 

Molly has seen me grow up through 
being bullied to being the bully 

through geekhood to gaining some 
\, cool, through a seesaw of weight 
\ gain and loss that could rival 

| Oprah's, not to mention being a 
J hair-treatment junkie with 
abused hair that has been 
straightened, permed, relaxed, re- 
bonded, rehabbed. 

She is the keeper of secrets and 
fantasies—from the hardcore to stuff 
my (or your) mother would rather 
not know, stuff that aren't 2bUI- 
friendly and Td rather not see print 
(wink, wink). 

A then-S-year-old nephew asked 
me: “Pano si Molly ‘pag nag-asawa ka 
na?" Itold him: “T don't know.” 

I get withdrawal symptoms when I 
sleep away from her for long periods. 
But I don’t think she's fit to be an heir- 
loom piece no matter how vintage she 
is, 

Her stuffing has been compressed 
from years worth of embrace so she's 
a quarter less of her original size, her 
tongue was lost over the years, and 
her color has shifted from orange to 
brown, white to gray. 

Still, she is my comfort zone and it 
will be her debut next year (dalaga 
na). I greet her happy birthday every 
Christmas eve, and make it a point to 
wash her well beforehand. 

Molly may just be a teddy bear, but 
she is love, and I don't know how I 
could have survived deaths, adoles- 
cence, taxes without the calm she's 
given me, 


E-mail the author at iperez@inguir- 
excom.ph 


The Gift of Fine Quality PEARLS for Christmas 


With the spirit of gift giving and the holidays just around the comer, it's time to spread joy and glad tidings to the people we love and 
all the women of our lives. Metro Gaisano Jewelry dept. nides you inthis arduous tsk: shopping for the perfect gif. Treasuring her 
‘with the gifi of fine quality pearls would surely bring a swell of joy to her heart and a tear of happiness to her eye. 


Metro suggests these line of pearl gilts: 


For Your Wife/Ginfriend 
This holiday amaze her by bestowing upon her a matching set of 
monds, 
yg and stud earrings with diamonds. 


For Your Mom 
This year spoil your Mom and splurge for a princess-length necklace, or perliaps 
a gorgeous South Sea Pearl earings set with diamonds, 


“The South Sea Pearl is onc ofthe most exotic item a woman can own. A striking 
jewelry pieco: whichever Ès your choice, your mom will be taken aback by your 
thoughtfulness 


For Your Grandma 

Recognize her with the elegance that she deserves: Give 
her a classic Tahitian black peur! pendant or earings set 
in diamonds. Also exotic and eye catching. they are 1 

For their rare natural black color and looks especially 
on a person of age. 


For your Daughter's) 
Pearl earrings are a near perfèct gift Earrings also match any outfit, from formal 
a pair of jeans, the right pair of earings match beautifully to any occasion. 


Choose from Studs, Hoops and Dangling Pearl Barrings: 


Studs -are classic and easy to wear. They are perfect 
‘with lassie suit, dress or casual jeans. P 
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009 - Hoop peat caring as a erninine touch with Ke) 
pit tas 


Dangling -moves with the wearer and are always 
‘eye catching. Gives the wearer a 
refined and sophistieated look, 
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Whatever pearl item you choose for the women of your life, Metro Jewelry Dept. offers you our wide variety of items, 
Come visit us at the ground floor Metro Market! Market! Department Store at Fort Bonifacio Cilobal City. Also available 
in Metro Legazpi & Metro Lucena stores. 


ROMO IS EXTENDED! 
ENJOY ENCHANTED KINGDOM'S 90s PRICES TODAY, 
“WITH ANY P50 PEPSI COLA PRODUCT PURCHASE AT THE GATE 

Sorat, Pox NTI aguna Darmit Mo. §-09-520, Ber 
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Santa's 


help setup the presents for my two younger 
siblings, who had excitedly written their 
letters to Santa. She agreed, but in the rush 
of the holidays, forgot to take me along 
during the shopping trip for “Santa's pre- 
sents.” 

So on Christmas Eve, faced with the 
prospect of two disappointed siblings the 
next morning, I rambled through the house 
search of trinkets and candy. Anything 
that could pass for a Santa Claus gift. 

It was past midnight when I set down a 
badly wrapped action figure for my brother, 
and a cheap plastic doll for my sister. 
“They'll feel bad about Santa this year,” I 
told my mom, sighing. 

There were the beginnings of fine lines 
around her eyes, and she looked tired. “It’s 
okay,” she said. “They're getting old any- 
way. Besides, we got them other gifts so 
maybe they won't be as disappointed with 
their Santa Claus presents.” 

I shrugged and went to my room after 
taking one last look at the forlorn presents 
under the tree. “That's a sad way to stop be- 
lieving in Santa Claus.” 

‘The next morning, I woke up early, as I 
had done on other Christmas mornings. 
But there was no reason for me to jump out 
of bed, no breathless anticipation of shiny 
toys and sweets. I lay still, staring at the 
ceiling and wondering what adults did on 
Christmas mornings. 

I was just about to wriggle back under 
the blankets for another hour of sleep when 
my brother burst into the room with a 
round of loud whoops, followed by my 
equally excited sister. They pulled off my 
blankets and hopped around the bed. 

“We got our presents! We got our pre- 
sents!” 

“Fine,” I said, clambering back to the 
comfort of my bed. “So open them.” 

“You're just jealous because you didn’t 
write to Santa Claus this year,” my sister 
giggled. “But come down with us!” 

Wondering what was so exciting about 
cheap plastic toys, I followed my siblings to 
the living room. There, nestled under the 
tree, were two boxes wrapped in gold foil; 
two cards covered with elaborate cursive 
handwriting were perched atop the pre- 
sents, 

Isucked in my breath, “I can’t believe it!” 
Iran to the boxes and ran my finger over 
the matte gold paper. “Santa Claus is real!” 


alive saner 


Youthful revelry 

The hour that followed was a flurry of 
bright ribbons and scraps of paper flying in- 
to the air There were dolls with pink 
cheeks and rainbow-colored stickers and 
stationery sets for my sisters, while my 
brother got tiny model airplanes and sleek 
chrome trucks. The stockings they had 
hung on the tree were crammed with pep- 
permints and butterscotch candy and 
chocolate, which we all started on immedi- 
ately. 

“Hey, you haven't had your breakfast 
yet,” dad protested when he saw us with 
our mouths full of caramel. 

‘Ac 13, I was already starting to get 
clothes and perfume for Christmas, but 1 
joined in the youthful revelry of my siblings 
and their giddiness that Santa Claus came 
through once again. 

That night, I pulled out my journal. “To- 
day was magical,” I wrote. “And Santa 
Claus is real. I woke up thinking the day 
would just be another ordinary one, but I 
think that for anyone who believes, the 
magic of Christmas is real.” 

A few months later, I eventually realized 
that my parents were really behind the San- 
ta Claus gifts, but there were no disappoint- 
ments left, only contentment. I was duped 
for another year, but that last gullible 
Christmas morning proved to be one of the 
best gifts Ihave ever received. 

Tes been 10 years since then, but Santa 
still lurks around on Christmas morning at 
our house. Since then, I've been staying up 
until the early hours of the morning, wait- 
ing for the carols to stop playing and for the 
giggles to subside. Then, I bring out my 
sack of secret goodies. 

My siblings know that it's no longer San- 
ta who fills their socks with jellybeans and 
chocolate (and the occasional lumpy pota- 
to or evil-smelling onion) but we all play 
along on Christmas morning, shaking all 
the gifts under the tree and having choco- 
late for breakfast 

Santa might have stopped leaving elabo- 
rately wrapped gifts under the tree, but he 
left an infinitely better legacy that Christ- 
mas—one that has lasted long after the 
sleek chrome trucks and pink-cheeked dolls 
lost their splendor. 


E-mail the author at biancaconsunji@ya- 
hoo.com 
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for all 


By Fran de la Rosa Katigbak 


NTIL LAST YEAR, 

nobody knew how old or 

exactly when my grandfa- 
ther, Marciano, was born. 

One of his daughters, in an at- 
tempt to complete requirements for 
his passport application, discovered 
that records since the 1920s at the 
municipal hall in Lolo Ciano’s Lipa 
hometown had been lost and were 
thus irretrievable. 

‘Although the family would cele- 
brate on the month he was suppos- 
edly born, Lolo Ciano’s age had al- 
ways been some sort of a guessing 
game. If anyone asked, his children 
‘would tentatively reply: “Ah, nasa 
mga otsenta yata (He's in his 80s).” 

Tt was the same answer every 
year. He would have more wrinkles, 
develop poorer eyesight, become 
hard of hearing yet he remained in 
the same age bracket. 

‘After Lolo Ciano’s children finally 
got hold of a copy of his birth certifi- 
cate from the church where he was 


a 
ages 


Moe runana 
married, the clan arranged a big bash. 

Not only did the family invite the 
entire barangay in Clark, Paniqui, 
Tarlac, my mom and I even had to 
head south to fetch relatives from 
Batangas. Among them was Lola 
Carmen, one of my grandfather's 
two surviving siblings. 


Biggest reunion 


The birthday party turned out to 
be the biggest Katigbak reunion I 


FOUR generations in their 
first family-reunion photo 


could remember. While I missed the 
relatives who were based overseas, 
I could not help but be over- 
whelmed by the faces around me. 

We were four generations—the 

youngest, Lolo Ciano's great 

granddaughter Avelaine, had 
been christened also on the day of 
the celebrations. 

Twas used to reunions, Christmas 
parties and countless picture-taking 
sessions in my mom's side of the 
family. Most of them live in the city 
and have an easier time showing up 
atsuch gatherings. 

Ie took quite an effort to bring Lolo 
Ciano's family together. So despite 
the sweaty uncles who had been 
cooking the endless buffet refill in 
kawas (very large cooking instru- 
ments) at the backyard, aunts insis- 
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When lolo’s real 

age was finally 
established, the 
family gathered for a ; 
reunion to celebrate | 
age, wisdom and life 
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BIRTHDAY cake with the right digits 
FRANKATICBAK 


tent they were too sabog to face the 
camera, and shy cousins who couldn't 
be lifted off their seats, I managed to 
drag everyone together for our very 
first family-reunion picture. 

‘The date was Jan. 20, 2006, the 
day Lolo Ciano turned 84. Christ- 
mas was over but it sure felt just as 
festive. 


E-mail the author at fkatig- 
bak@inquirer.com.ph 
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ENJOY AN EXHILARATING CHRISTMAS At Enchanted Kingdom: Gass TT CELEBRATES ITS 12™ YEAR OF MAGIC! E 


(cE A MAGICAL SEASON EVEN F YOU DONT BELIEVE IN FLYING | 


SPEND A MAGICAL CHRISTMAS WITH LOU HILARIO ON DECEMBER 28, 29, AND 30. 
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DECEMBER 12 - 14,2007 10AM - 7PM 
DECEMBER 15- 21, 2007 10AM - 10PM (FIREWORKS AT 9PM). DECEMBER 22, 2007 — JANUARY 6, 2008 10AM - 12MN (FIREWORKS AT 10PM) 


DECEMBER 24 & 31, 2007 


Pr ne an oy ov Tet e wes See a T Mt en as ay seen rn Lp, at TA- 
a Ph = Boh eaaronedctmuseronageemcon gh 


AC TORENT 


10AM - 7PM (FIREWORKS AT em) 


aae UA are 


E assasin tns iaa 


EET PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = me 


Al 
saci 


ZR LIFESTYLE 


(CREATIVE CHRISTMAS CARDS 
“Our family Christmas cards started when I was just 2 years old, 


‘You're Filipino If” written by the author’s mom. 
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said 25-year-old Aina Cruz. “As the years passed, my mom became 
more creative and asked artists such as Larry Alcala to make caricatures of us. We use a photo of a significant event that happened within 
that year to anyone of us in the family.” Featured here are illustrations by Larry Alcala and by Dindo Llana for the book” You Know 
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I've realized 
that even if 


we celebrate 


Christmas 
the same 
way every 


year, it's 


really the 
family that 


matters 


Problem downloading? 


Huwag magtiyaga sa dial-up. Switch to bayanDSL. With download speed of up to 
4280kbps. Get it with a landline for just P1199. Or get a DSL-Only package for 
as low as P899. For details, call (02) 449-3118. Or visit a BayanCenter near you. 
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By Arianne Jenille Manzo 


DEAR ATE PAOLA, 

‘That is what really happens when 
all the funds are gone and your 
mind is not working. You go to your 
last resort, then consider that mon- 
ey after all is a probable gift this 
Christmas. 

Besides, we were made to grow 
up with the idea that the thought be- 
hind the gift is more important than 
the gift itself. So, how are you there 
and everyone else? 

Tknow what you are going to say, 
there is nothing new. 

I know there is no memorable 
Christmas for us, really. Or, there is 
nothing special in the way we cele- 
brate Christmas. I have come to ac- 
cept the fact that we celebrate 
Christmas like how we celebrate ev- 
ery other Christmas. Sarcastic? But 
yes, it is the usual, the norm and the 
tradition. 

Funny how our last year's Christ- 
mas—or even last, last year’s—was 
pretty much similar to the other 
Christmases we've had. Mommy has 
never missed any Simbang Gabi for 
four consecutive years now. 

The yearly Christmas Eve Mass 
would always be there. The same 
food will be prepared for the same 
people. We will still have our dinner 
with Nanay for Christmas and in 
Mamang for our lunch, 

Maybe, it is only Lola Bin's pa- 
masko that’s changing. But we're 
still shy and silent whenever we vi 
her. 

It has all been the same. But 
maybe not this year. Changes might 
occur, you never know. I haven't 
been home for six months, the 
longest that I've been away from 
home. Thanks to my selfish reason 
to beg mommy and daddy to let me 
join a competition. 

Sometimes, we just have to let 
ourselves miss something in order 
to really appreciate it. 

Because of this reason, I am dying 
to go home, Ate. I can’t even believe 
how fulfilling putting an X mark on 
the calendar every day can be. I've 
never missed home like this. Of course 
that would surprise you. 

Me? Dying to go home? Go on, 
laugh your heart out. You would 
never know how waking up alone 
for six months can be really sadden- 
ing. 

For six months, the dying to be in- 
dependent like me has received her 
independence. Friends and going 
out can be helpful sometimes. But 
the Yuletide drama has bitten me al- 
ready. Lam hurt? Ouch! 

Even if Mommy would still be 
noisy in order to wake up some peo- 
ple in the house, at least I am going 
to wake up to the voice I've been 
longing to hear for six months now. 
Neither the jeeps nor their howling 
drivers would interrupt my sleep 
now. I know we'd still go to church 
together. 

At least, this time, I'd be with 
someone else and not on my own. 
The same food will be prepared, but 
it’s real food and not fast-food crap. 

We'd still spend our Christmas 
Eve with Nanay and lunch with Ma- 
mang, but this also means seeing 
our family and extended family all 
together. I know we will still go to 
Lola Bin’s house and would receive 
pamasko. We'd still be shy and 
silent, I know, but let the money roll 
in. 

As I write here inside a fast-food 
resto, face in front of a mirror while 
eating fries, an excited smile is plas- 
tered on my face. Here I am alone, 
but my mind has drifted all the way 
to South Cotabato. 

Christmas jingles are everywhere 
here in Cebu. You should see the 
Christmas lights displayed along the 
street. I actually want to destroy 
them, for they remind me that 
Christmas is just a few days away. 
And the bazaar? My P50 gift will go 
somewhere here, after all. 

I know we'll still have the same 
Christmas lights, tree and decor. I'll 
bet that spaghetti and fried chicken 
will still be on our Christmas Eve 
table. But miss home, badly. 

ve realized that even if we cele- 
brate Christmas the same way every 
year, it’s really the family that mat- 
ters. Nothing's new with the coming 
Christmas, and am I glad for that. 

I miss you, Ate, and everyone else 
there. I hope you keep the P50 bill. 
JENILLE 
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Nobody knew Ace Vergel had 
heart ailment, except his son/ H4 


Get a free PAL Roundtrip Ticket or a Mango Bracelet Watch 
with a new HSBC credit card. Call (02) 85-800 now! HSBC <> 


The world's local bank 


S’porean is first 
‘Asian Idol’ 


P 
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By Baran Son Diez But Pinoys still 
Photo courtesy _ 
of www.theasianidol.tv. consider Mau 4 
SINGAPOREAN Mady Miza Marcelo a winner Ë ba 
“Asian Idol” win on Sunday hie cs “bet 
night has been described as a (inquirer Entertainment is running this MMFF guide to help 
“Surprise” or “upset” victory. world tour moviegoers plan their holiday cinema tour. The festival runs 


"The 27-year-old bested five oth- He told Channel News Asia on from Dec. 25 to Jan. 7, 2008.) 


er “Idols” from around the region, Monday, “Winning was never on z s 
fholuding Filipina Mau Mavcel, in my mind ...especally since Iwas Sakal, Sakali, Saklolo 


en 
hisani available in 


the singing tilt held in Jakarta. up against contestants with better Star Cinema 
"Apart from bragging rights as vocal [skills]. I just wanted to do Stars: Judy Ann Santos, Ryan Agoncillo, Gina Parefio, Soliman 
the first Asian Idol, Mirza won a Singapore proud.” Cruz, Ariel Ureta and Gloria Diaz 


During performance night on Directed by Jose Javier Reyes 


Saturday, judge Paul Moss of TR 
Malaysia put Mirza to task for his Santos and Agoncillo reprise their roles as Angle and Jed in this 


strained performance. In contrast, Sequel to the 2006 MMFF top-grosser “Kasal, Kasali, Kasalo.” The 
Marcelo was praised by the film takes off when Angie and Jed's son turns 4. The couple, bur- 

judges—as were Indonesia's Mike dened by the demands of parenthood, decide to leave their child in 

Mohede and Malaysia's Jaclyn Vic- the care of friends to go abroad. This causes consternation to their 
toe ‘moms who insisted that they take turns in taking care of the child, 

‘Marcelo's rendition of ‘Ako ang av arrangement that leads to disaster. 

Nagwagi” even merited a stand- 

ing ovation from judge Anu 

Malik, a leading Bollywood 

musie director. 

Marcelo, Vietnam's 

Phuong Wy and Mo- § 

hede were consis- 

tently in the top 

three of an online 

poll conducted 

in the competi- 


HADY a tions official 
Mirza < 4 website. 
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THE GOLDEN ELIZABETH 
COMPASS THE GOLDEN AGE 
PG13 PG13 


THE KINGDOM DEATH PROOF 
R13 R13 


MOVIES & SCHEDULES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


WEN TES GCE 
Just text KISSES to 2600 for more details. 


IN CELEBRATION OF 100 YEARS OF 
UNFORGETTABLE KISSESo 


5 Dive into holiday cheer like never'before and let the Shang 

“4 welcome yov to a dazzling magical Christmas underwater. 
f A vnigue guletide celebration made merrier with world-class entertainment 
FX and lots of holiday treats for everyone. Only at the Shang! 
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“mago Band" "Rockin Revival" JANUARY 6, Sunday 

DECEMBER 19, Wednesday ‘Steetscape, 10.00 pm ‘Sueatscape, 10:00 9m sounds of tow Tear” 
“Echoes of r Tan UP Concert Choras 

Sinag Primary and hiermedate Chorale DECEMBER 22, Saturday DECEMBER 29, Saturday Grand Ariam, 8:00pm 
St Theresa's Colepe Q.C. “Cnvistmas in tho AI” A 


EESPERE ASS DY ACN 


Toast ~ THIS KISS byColortRed ` KISS ON MY LIST by Meoy Fundales 
KISSING A FOOL by True Faith  DON'TTALK, JUST KISS by Sitti ' 100 KISSES 
(The 100th Anniversary Song) by Margarita 
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ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
MOVIESISCHEDULESIPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


GALLERIA ‘Tight Price THR:PIG®. 138 inde Sine :130 632-011 
4 THE GOLDEN COMPASS « THX 6 BATANES 
2 GRINDHOUSE: DEATH PROOF 7 BEOWULF 


3 MARTIAN CHILD 8 indieSine: 3 DAYS of DARKNESS 
4 ELIZABETH: GOLDEN AGE 9 HITMAN 
5 CATACOMBS: 10 ENCHANTED 


Are you Prepared to 
-EXPERIENCE ghe - 


pars of Darkness 


exclusive at 

Robinsons Movieworld indieSine 

GALLERIA - ERMITA - BACOLOD 
DECEMBER 12 to 24, 2007 


MTRCB Rating: R18 


HCA 


14 GRINDHOUSE: DEATH PROOF 6 HITMAN 
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1 ELIZABETH: GOLDEN AGE | 


3 HOOD of HORROR 
4 ENCHANTED 2 MARTIAN CHILD 
5 BEOWULF 3 THE GOLDEN COMPASS 
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4 THE GOLDEN COMPASS 
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3 MARTIAN CHILD 7 BEOWULF 


ENCHANTED 
8 HOOD of HORROR 


4 ELIZABETH: GOLDEN AGE 
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4 THE GOLDEN COMPASS 
2 PASUKOB 


3 GRINDHOUSE: DEATH PROOF 
4 ELIZABETH: GOLDEN AGE 
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2 BALLS OF FURY 2 THE KINGDOM 

3 THE KINGDOM 3 FRED CLAUS 
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5 SUPERBAD 
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ANGELES Meise TARLAC 


1 THE GOLDEN COMPASS: 4 HITMAN 
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STARMILLS Tda Picea / PO (045) 575-1927 

1 THE GOLDEN COMPASS 4 EASTERN PROMISES 

2 THE NANNY DIARIES 5 RENDITION 

3 BATANES 6 EL CANTANTED 
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CINEMA 


SHARE AMOVIE WITHA LOVED ONE! BIG MOWTE: 


Watch the epic battle of legendary heroe 
navar been soon before. 


threakihrough in Philippine cinema 


rowu 


ION in projaction 


NOW SHOWING AT 
‘THE BLOCK CINEMA 1, SM CITY NORTH EDSA 
The one, only, and true digit 
in the country today 


TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE 
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The 
Perfect Gift ` 
All'Year Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts br volume purchases! 


Formatting and evetseserains please al Marketing Services Department a1 395-2168 locs 230394240 
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Romantic drama highlights equipoise between man and nature 


DIRECTOR ADOLF ALIX MUST LOVE 
Batanes a lot that in the span of only one 
year, he's shot two movies there: “Kadin” 
for the Cinemalaya alternative film festival 
and the current screener, “Batanes,” co-di- 
rected by David Hukom, 

‘As in the earlier movie, “Batanes” show- 
cases the beauty and power of the country’s 
northernmost group of islands, especially 
its imposing mountains, pristine coastal 
vistas, blue-green waters, and waves break- 
ing dramatically on jagged reefs near the 
shore. 

The dramatic impression is one of raw, 
primitive emotions of nature being a con- 
stant pressure and influence in people's 
lives, of existence being pared by elemental 
forces, down to its most basic essence. 

Thus, in the film's story, city girl Iza 
Calzado happily leaves the stresses of ur- 
ban dwelling behind to start life anew with 
her young husband in Batanes, where he 
was born and where his parents still live. 


The seaas rival 

Tza adores her husband (Joem Basco) 
and his beautiful birthplace. After a while, 
however, she senses that she’s been drawn 
into a subtle form of rivalry for her young 
spouse's virile attention. Her rival? The sea 
surrounding Batanes itself! 

In her husband’s view, the sea is a beauti- 
ful, powerful and jealous entity, one that 
gifts him with all the fish he needs—but al- 
so insists on his devotion to “her.” This ele- 
mental entity can be fickle and even vio- 
lent—and, tragically so, when one seem- 
ingly ordinary day, it becomes stormy, and 
claims the young fisherman's life. 

His bereaved parents (Bembol Roco and 
Daria Ramirez) accept his death as a part 
of their elemental life on their island, but 
Iza can’t. She grieves for months, and hates 
the sea for being so fickle and vicious. 

Until it shows her another aspect of its 
power by pulling in the unconscious form 
of a young Taiwanese (Ken Chu). Despite 
her sadness, she instinctively takes care of 
the castaway, until he recovers. 

They find themselves attracted to each 
other, and in time, he replaces her deceased 
husband in her heart. Thus does the sea 
shows that, while it can take love away, it 
can also give it back. 

This is a quietly captivating and affirm- 
ing tale, and its thematic points are vivified 
by Calzado's sometimes quietly luminous 
performance. 

‘Alas, her Taiwanese co-star’s perfor- 
mance suffers in comparison. Part of the 
problem isn't his fault: The production han- 


OPENING TODAY 
Martian Child 


Stars John Cusack, Bobby Cole- 
man, Joan Cusack, Amanda Peet, 
Anjelica Huston, Oliver Platt 

Directed by Menno Meyjes 

Based on David Gerrold's “loosely auto- 
biographical” story, this drama-comedy 
recounts the travails of a sci-fi author (Cu- 
sack) who happens to be the adoptive dad 
of an introverted, kooky kid (Coleman) 
who insists he's from Mars. J.R. Jones of 
Chicago Reader comments that “Cusack | 
carries this unabashed tearjerker" Kyle 
Smith of New York Post raves that it “has 
enough wit and unpredictability to hold 
your attention ...a diverting visit to Planet 
Cute.” Jason Ferguson points out that the 
director “pulls an engaging film out of the 
potential claptrap.” 


S’porean is first... 


From page GI 


Mirza was often in the bottom two, along 
with India’s Abhijeet Sawant, 

So why did Mirza win? 

One explanation is offered by Perci Intalan, 
head of Creative and Entertainment Produc- 
tion of ABC 5, which aired the contest locally: 
“Hady mustve gotten more of that crucial sec- 
ond vote outside his home country” 

‘Asa rule, text senders were asked to choose 
two contestants, to level the playing field and 
prevent hometown votes from influencing the 
outcome. 

‘Terra Daffon, ABC 5 senior vice president for 
Corporate Affairs, agreed: “Perhaps that was 
what happened. Voters paired strong candi- 
dates with weak ones like Singapore and India 
who were tailing in the online survey.” 

Daffon further speculated: “It’s possible that 
the voting glitches we experienced here (Mani- 
Ja) happened everywhere except Singapore 
where the voting was processed.” 

‘Text votes in Manila were delayed by eight 
hours and the delays continued until Sun- 
day—night of the results show. 

Intalan explained that the glitch was caused 
by“a clog in the telephone companies.” 

On Saturday's show, Singaporean judge Ken 
Lim asserted that the first ‘Asian Idol” should 
possess “commercial appeal.” 

On Monday, Lim reiterated on Channel 
News Asia that “looks and voice” had won the 
‘title for Mirza. 

‘As for Marcelo? 

She seems unruffied. 

She was more thrilled about working with 
“American Ido!” champ Taylor Hicks, a guest on 
finals night. “He's a Richard Gomez lookalike!” 
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makers churn out these days. among our best thespians, so it’s great final- 
We're also glad that the film has cast Ro- ty to see them being given their due on the 
co and Ramirez in important roles. They're pig screen. 


dies the Filipino-Taiwanese “language 
translation” problem in stodgy and unen- 
lightened fashion. 

‘Also disappointing is the movie's less 
than inspired rendering of the man-nature 
equipoise that is at the heart of its story. 

While the film’s visuals are lovely, they 
do not sufficiently dramatize the visceral 
and mystifying aspects of that elemental re- 
lationship. The viewer understands the the- 
matic thrust of the storytelling, but his 
heart is left relatively cold. 

But we're glad we saw “Batanes,” be- 
cause it's a welcome respite from the loud 
and lurid productions that most other film- 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


Avail the Shang Cineplex E-see Club Giftcards] 
The Perfect Giftcard for the Holiday Season! 
Ite a gift your family and friends will surely approciate. 
Enjoy 10% discount on the E-see club membership fee. 
Limited offer from Nov. 30, 2007 - Jan. 15, 2008 only. 


BARNEY 


LET’S IMAGINE TOUR 
DEC 19 TO 23 


{th noor. Shangri-La Plaza Mall 
EDSA comer Shaw Bivd., Mandaluyong City 
Call 633-2227 or 633-4736 


iS) Shangri-La Plaza 
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ENJOY TRUE QUALITY 
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Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 
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Kapamilya kiddie show wears Anak 


“SIRIT” A WEEKLY INTERACTIVE TV rors from various sectors nationwide during 
show in Filipino, was recently awarded the _35 screenings held from March to November. 
ANAK'TV Seal for child- and family-friendly Additional jury screening was done colle- 
shows. gially by the National Council for Children’s 

‘The awardees were chosen by 1,972 ju- Television, Movies and Television Review 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2007 


and Classification Board, Bureau of Broad- 
casts, Philippine Information Agency and 
Department of Education. 

“Sirit,” a combination of puppetry, live ac- 
tion, graphics and simple animation, chroni- 
cles the adventures of two male and female 
hand puppets, Bo (Jacqueline Anne de los 
Reyes) and Bi (Priscila Rose Nalundasan), ag 
they seek answers, find new worlds, unlock 
mysteries and discover themselves and their 
abilities. In the process, they show that 
learning is fun and demonstrate how to cope 
with the challenges that arise in their daily 


~ VIC SOTTO KRISTINE HERMOSA 


IANVENERACION FRANCINE PRIETO CARLOS AGASSI awo MICHAEL DE MESA 


OYOSOTTO GISELLE'G' TONG! JOSE MANALO AIZA SEGUERRA 
RUBY RODRIGUEZ MIKYLLA RAMIREZ ARTHUR SOLINAP wo PEQUE GALLAGA 


Cinemas’ ticketbooth. 


Tis Mala Mas Cinemas 
loge Card is nerd at any 

3 ‘apis Mais Cinemas aide 
(Gone 1.2 4, Grebe 1 & 3, sbong Town Cera, 


Market Marketi, gla Cantor Cat, Tee) 


Available at any Ayala Malls. $z 


A female adult, 
Ate (Ma. Criselda 
Consunji), accompa- 
nies Bo and Bi on 
their adventure. As 
their life coach, Ate 
provides discipline, 
guidance, stability 
and the knowledge 
needed by them in 
their daily learning 
adventure. 


Main audience 

The content of 
“Sirit” is based on 
the Early Childhood 
Care and Develop- 
ment curriculum of 
the Department of 
Social Welfare and 
Development. 

This set of teach- 
ing goals was specifi- 


The THX experience. 
Giving you more than the front seat. 


g4.multiply.com 


cally developed for 
preschool children 
aged 3-6 years old. 

“Sirit” airs on 
ABS-CBN Channel 2 
every Saturday at 

:50-8:15 a.m. It is 
also seen worldwide 
through The Filipino 
Channel. 

The ANAK TV Seal 
is issued yearly by 
the Southeast Asian 
Foundation for Chil- 
dren and Television 
led by its president, 
Edgardo Roces, and 
secretary general, 
Mag Cruz Hatol. 

The latest award- 
ing was held at the 
Soka Gakai Auditori- 
um in Quezon City 
onDec. 11. 
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Taylor Hicks Live! 


December 18; 7pm; Glorietta 4 Park 
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Taylor Hicks Live! 
December 19; 7pm; Greenbelt 3 Park 
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Christian Bautista Live! 
December 22; 6pm; Town Plaza 
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Christmas Chorale featuring Akafellas 


December 22; 7pm; Activity Center 
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5 


1 ‘THE GOLDEN COMPASS 


4 


ALABANG 
TOWN 
CENTER 


MARKET! MARKET! 


GONE BABY GONE 


3 rrevciaus | usr caution 4 
Onstadéa 


ENCHANTED = 


Ayala museum 


ENCHANTED 


MARKET! 
MARKET! EY 


MARTIAN CHILD THE KINGDOM 


2 
TRINOMA. BATANES DEATH PROOF | 7,EUZABETHi.e | MARTIAN CHILD 
oe 
prs meli cunnnorro sears mamo eas T N. 


7# 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS 


ENCHANTED FRED CLAUS 


Glorietta 4 cinemas only. 


Promo Period: - 
November22to - 
> nr-amhar z1. 2007 


cn 


aetta ERI Bs 
Lowi Greenvert STOWNS ie! 
= AYALA'CENTER 


Japan Foundation Karate Demonstration 


Repertory Philippines presents TUESDAYS WITH MORRIE 


‘December 18; 6pm; Activity Center 


January 11 to 27, 2007, 
For inquiries, pis. call 887-0710 


or visit wwrw.repertory-philippines.com 


WATER: THE MEDIUM by Juvenal Sanso 
November 24 to January 13, 2008; Ground Floor Gallery 
For more info, pis. call 757-7117 to 21 loc, 14 or email museum_Inquiry@ayalamuseum.org 


Taylor Hicks Live! 
December 20; 7pm; Activity Center 


FREE Christmas Gift Bag for every P500 worth of purchase. 
See leaflets for details, Per DTI-NCR Permit No. A3-938, Series of 2007 


December 1 to 31 


Glorietta 

December 18, 2007 

Glorietta 4 Park 
Opm 

Concierge hotie: 752.7272 


Greenbelt 
December 19, 2007 
Greenbelt 3 Park 
8:00pm 


Concierge hotline: 757.485: 


TriNoma 
December 20, 2007 
Activity Center 
7:00pm 


Congierge hotline: 901.3000 
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m 66 EKA S Aa 9 E, (Polos, reals pekas wih is MSCC Melasma 
d ae P Skin Clear Complexion) Complex formulation. 


it deactivates free radicals and acts immediately on hyperactive 
IANS p “pekas” ars as irregularly, melanocytes (melanin-producing skin cell) controlling 
‘on facial skin. overproduction of melanin in the skin cell. Thus resulting to 

lightening of PEKAS and prevents recurrence. 


Just 2 capsules a day for at least 8 weeks 
and Be PEKAS-FREE 


Face with Pekas or 
į ‘Melasma 


ine Dion bi i ic five-year engagement. ing like the Titanic was about to sink 
Calie Dion bids Caesars adios a „As adoring fans cheered through Satur- again,” she said, “But we believed and we 
wrap at Caesars Palace, acknowledging day night's performance, Dion interspersed went on with it." j i 
ees nal show that pregnancy ang Hef usual numbers with emotionfilled’ | Taking Dion's place starting Feb. 20 is 
we M eariy reviews almost sark her titan. ODelogues: “At one point, it was like feel- BetteMidler -" AP 


x9 
By Oliver M. 


Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


Play more videos 

band Mozzie (mot- 
zee) pushed through 
With a special show 
on Nov, 29 at the 
Xaymaca bar in Timog. 

twas a well-attended EP (extended play, 
with seven tracks—fewer than a full-length Tay 
album) launch party, but the set was cut ‘ ,Play more gam 
short so guests could go home early. a 

‘The gig was over by 11 p.m., though the 
band members stayed a bit to sign copies of 
their “Dried to Pseudo-Perfection” CDs for 
fans and friends. 

‘Mozzie is made up of Inqumen youth section 
editor-writer Pam Pastor (vocals), her cousins 
Chrissie (guitars) and Fi Capicoy (bass), and 

+ ltheir friend Francis Gaerlan (guitars). Pow: 

+ Pastor, Pam’s brother, and Che Santos alternate 
on drums. Moze's regular repertoire include 
sensitive, angry-woman rock, as well as gen 


Series, universal pondering They do spied NOKIA 


covers of songs by Rachael Yamagata and Ala- . 
nis Morissette during regular gigs. á F Nseries 


How does it feel to have your parents 
around during gigs? 

Pam: It’s awesome to have a mom who un- 
derstands my passion for music. She gets my 
humor; she doesn’t cringe when I curse. 

Chrissie: Our dad is usually the one who's 
around. He bought our musical instrument 
‘The number one criticism I get from him 
“Why won't you face the audience?” 


‘You all have day jobs. How demanding has 
performing been? 
its very hard to balance jobs and gigs. 
Plus we have to squeeze in band practic 
recording and writing. . . 
Pam: Things get crazy sometimes. We N rt ment = 
[sometimes] practice in the middle of the Trilog V + Ente is 


hight. We don't complain because the truth is, 7 


e need this. The gigs are like therapy for us, a á 
chance to take a break and have a blast T e No ] a N B 

Francis:.We'd rather do this than rest at 
home after work. 

z Play music. Play videos. Play N-Gage™ games*. Do all these and more, with the Nokia NBL 8GB. 

What should people know about the eventu- It features dedicated and intuitive gaming and media keys for easy use. Its advanced sound 
al release of your full-length album? ‘quality and high-resolution screen allow you the best experience possible. Plus, with 8GB of 

‘Pam: It will be out early next year [and] we memory, storage is not a problem. It’s mobile entertainment taken to.new levels. 
‘have more than enough to fill an album. 

Fi: It’s going to be a 15-track album with Available in Nokia NBL 8GB with 8GB flash memory and Nokia NBI with expandable memory 
more schizo pop goodness. Upto 26B via microSD card. 


‘What is “schizo pop”? Experience it at wwwnokia.comph/nseries 
Fi: It’s basically pop music with elements 
from other genres. 
* Pam: We came up with [the term] “schizo Wi JFi] 3G 3 
“pop” because we got tired of stuttering when È == 
* people asked about our kind of music. “Schizo” eee 
describes a band that can't decide if its happy 
or angry, hopeful or cynical. It reflects who we 
are—constantly changing and searching for 
identity. And we'll entertain you while we do it. 


ee The next episode. 
. How “indie” is the EP? 


Francis: We did everything ourselves—in- a 
duding folding and inserting the CD sleeves. 

retirees bret bears bested pie at the following Nokta Stores nationwide: Greenbelt I, Glorietta Digital Xchange, lomas Morato, Festival Mall, SM City North Edsa, Gaisano D 
fad cise banteascouia: Me been aci but . pei Mall, Robinsons Manila, Robinson Galleria, SM Davao, Tacloban City, Lim Ket Ka Center (DO, Alabang Town Center, SM Mall of Asia, Podium, Gre 
le taling ur they've been foie SM City Cebu, SM lloilo, SM Bacolod, Rockwell, Bonilacio High Street, Tanorma, Dagupan, SM Batangas, SM Panipanga, Ayala Mall Cebu 
they're in love with our songs, that’s all we need 
to keep going, 
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SUPER CINERAMA 
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MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


~~ ENTERT 


‘THE WEB-BASED ORGANIZATION PINOY Bits and Pieces, Chosen Few, Deltas, Elec- 
Classic Rockers (PCR) celebrates its sith». G y  tromaniacs, KSL, Moonstrucks, Sundown- 
anniversary with a free two-day concert on HOW * ers, Where's Charlie, St. Charles Band, Holy 
Jan. 25-26 at the San Juan Surf Camp in Time Band, Halo-Halo, Joey “Pepe” Smith and 
San Juan, La Union. i kä Friends—are slated to perform. 

Some 20 bands—among them Hotdog, E PCR was formed on the Internet (Pinoy- 


ClassicRock.com) in January 2002 for Pinoy 
band members from the 1950s to the "70s 
OOE LI] now living in different parts of the world to 
ILLS CINEMA S catch up with each other and hold reunions 
TE ORTGAS et CREEL Sas aaan TRON to play the music of their respective eras. 
Call/text 0920-890-8287 or e-mail in- 
fo@pinoyclassicrock.com. 


All shows start at 8 p.m. at the Eastwood 
Central Plaza, Libis, Quezon City. Call 687- 
6770 to 74 or (0917) 839-2489. 


MARTIAN CHILD] ELIZABETH = THE GOLDEN 
eo 170.340 saas soii COMPASS. 
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EVIL WILL RISE. 
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<a CATACOMBS’ 


IWTHE CITY OFSGHTS EXISTS A WORLD OF DARKNESS 


i's Christmas time in your ciy. 
Tight up your holidays 
with spectacular shows and 


amazing attraction 
oniy in Eastwood City 


Dec. 21 
Gary V 


Dec. 22 
Kuh Ledesma 
8PM / Eastwood Central Plaza 


a ENCHANTED 
Yaa, ss, 76,1035 


Oy THE GoLDEN compass 
S 780,520, 8:00, 10:35 
GE 


Eastwood City Walk 2, Eastwood City 
E. Rodriguez Jt. Ava. 


ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE 
2:40, 5:20, 8:00, 10:30 
P613 


THE KINGDOM 
JE 236, 5:15, 75,1038 
R3 


687-6963 
ig GUARANTEED SEATS fi 


+ ee os 
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As INMENT WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19,2007 


‘Pinoy Classic Rockers’ sets free concerts in La Union 


Gary V at Eastwood 
cere ak ae Eastwood City presents Gary Valenciano 
H ; 
SATACOMBS J in concert, Dec. 21; Kuh Ledesma, Dec. 22; 
TE KINGDOM ga Side A, Dec. 28; and Regine Velasquez, Dec. SNA 
29. TAYLOR Hicks 


[ESS Sty ron Venn OADE ANE ARSYE 


FROM THE PRODUCERS 
By OF THE SAW FRANCHISE 


TERROR WILL REIGN 
MANKIND WILL FALL 


In Gloriotta 1 and 
Glorietta 4 enemas only. 
Promo Period: , 
November 22 to 
, Docember 31, 2007 
Seatac 


aed 


‘ASAPooh ’08’ 
“ASAPooh '08" 
features comedian 
Pooh on Dec. 28, 
8:30 p.m. at the Mu- 
sic Museum. 
Joining him on- 
stage are Rufa Mae 
Quinto, Maja Sal- 
vador, Candy 
Pangilinan ang 
Vhong Navarro. Call 
Backroom at 435- 
1120 or e-mail 
backroomtal- 
ents@pldtdsl.net. 


Tonight 

Ivy Maniquiz, 8 
p.m., Fiesta San 
Miguel, Dusit Hotel, 
Makati. Call 867- 
3333. 

Taylor Hicks, 8 
p.m., Greenbelt 3 
Park, Makati. 


Dec. 20 

Taylor Hicks, 7 
p.m., TriNoma Ac- 
tivity Center Que- 
zon City, 


(SXRSS WS Aan AGES ARE ADMITTED) [MTRCB p G ARST T ALL AGES ADMITTED 


OPENS TODAY r= 


chi 


Based on the Hugo Award 

& Nebula Award-winning 
‘short story by renowned sci-fi 
luminary David Gerrold. 


OFFICIAL ENTRY TO THE METRO MANILA FILM FESTIVAL 2007 


sing JULIAN OS TRADA 


A science-fiction writer is about to get the biggest JINGGOY ESTRADA and LORNA TOLENTINO 
inspiration ofis life... from a kid not of this world. GA Daea na A 
as SHAINA MAGDAYAO RAYVER CRUZ 


iss apie renianeien of ADEL TAMANO 


| 


| 
j 


ABLE has new channels that 


every member of the family will go craZy for. 


A New Take on Sports 
Channel 34 


All that she wants 
Channel 53 


FOXCRIME 


Guilty of killing boredom 
Channel 50 


My Kind of Channel 
Channel 51 


Entertainment beyond 
your imagination 


Channel 35 


ATV Gap 
> laygre r kids 

TV made just for kids A y y pl ita ial a 

Channel 47 4 annel 


fee i k A P S E E E E a 
SkyCable’s all new line-up starting January 1, 2008. 
SKYCABLE SILVER AND GOLD SKYCABLE PLATII 
5 | Z0E33 33 | MYSKY 58 | DA-Al 100 | HBO HITS 
6 | NBN4 MEMI 34 | BALLS 59 | TCT NETWORK ee HES SenaunE 
= a (yet eee die le 105 | TURNER CLASSIC MOVIES 
36 | CINEMAX 62 | CEC 106 | MGM 
RAN E isi 37 | HALLMARK 5 ay 110 |_CNN HEADLINE NEWS 
12 | GMA7 NENI 38 | KIDSCO 64 _| POWERTV 111 | CNBC 
14 | CRIME/SUSPENSE 39 | Discovery 65 | asia PLUS 112 | FOX NEWS 
15 | 18013 40 | ANIMAL PLANET 66_| STAR CHINESE MOVIES iia | PAYPER VIEW 
16 | ETC 41 _| NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 67 | CUBETV 120 | DISCOVERY TRAVEL&LIVING] $4 
17 | STUDIO 23 42 | KNOWLEDGE b8 | STAR NEWS 121 | DISCOVERY HOME & HEALTH i 
18 | NET 25 43 | CARTOON NETWORK 69 | STAR ONE 122 | DISCOVERY REAL TIME { 
19 | 2ND AVENUE 44 | HEROTV 70 | STAR GOLD 123 | DISCOVERY SCIENCE E 
20 | GEMTV 45 | NICKELODEON 71 | C-SPAN WORLDNET 124 | NAT GEO ADVENTURE. i 
125 | BOOMERANG 
21 | UNTV 46 | ANIMAX 72 | DEUTSCHE WELLE 126 | PLAYHOUSE DISNEY K 
22 | NC 47 | DISNEY 73 | TV ESPAÑOL 130 | AUSTRALIA NETWORK i 
23 | MYX 48 | STAR WORLD 74 | TV5 FRANCE 131 | WINE TV p 
24| av 49 | AXN 75 | KBs 132 | FASHION TV ý 
25 | PLATINUM REVIEW MENI 50 | FOXCRIME 76 | MAKISIG NETWORK 135 | CHANNEL [V] E 
26 | TELERADYO (EWE 51 | MAXXX 77 | SAUDI1 136 YPER-VIEW. ` 
27 | ANC 52 _| LIFESTYLE NETWORK 78 | NHK = ARAD 
28 | CNN DEWI 53 | VELVET 79 | CHANNEL NEWS ASIA 445 | CCTV fi 
29 | BBC WORLD 54 | HBO 82 | MAKISIG NETWORK 146 | STAR PLUS i 
30 | BLOOMBERG 55 | STAR MOVIES 95 | ACQ-KBN 39 147 | ARIRANG 
31 | ESPN 56 | CINEMA ONE 96_|" 3 ABN45 148 | MBC 
STAR SPORTS 57 | MTV $ 99 | LIVING ASIA 149 [PAY-PER-VIEW 


chenele available oniy on SkyCable 


LEGEND: 


> als STS pees y nD. 
SE È - "at A CHANNEL 
SKYCABLE 
631-0000 


www.skycable.com 


‘Desp oradas, 


HAVENT WE HEARD ENOUGH 
‘of the Metro Manila Film Fest en- 
= třies? So I thought of giving the 
* movies a different spin, all in the 
Spirit of Yuletide fun... 
PDesperadas”: “Operadas” 
starring Belo's proud celebrity 
endorsers. 

“Bahay Kubo”: “Pinoy Big 
Brother” with a twist. The “Kubo” 
is carried bayanihan-style to a 


Operadas,.’ 


qe ‘Katas ng Kapuso’ 


Locsin: I found it so 
sweet of Angel to bring Valerie 
Concepcion to her car across a 
busy street. Angel didn’t mind 
crossing the road back to her van, 
alone, even if motorists kept 
honking their horn when they 
saw her passing. 

Diether Ocampo: When Di- 
‘ether Ocampo interviewed skate- 
boarding legend Tony Hawk, he 


sew location, leaving the evicted asked for his autograph to give to 
‘Housemate behind. sae heh who are 
77" “Katas ng Saudi’ ‘Tony's big fans. 
“Katas ng Kapuso” DOLLY Ogie Alcasi 
featuring Angel Loe- WOOD gamely held an im- 


sin. It will trace her 4 
phenomenal rise as 
= GMA 7's prized ward 
and her much-bally- 
oed transfer to the À 
Kapamilya network. 
“Enteng Kabisote 
4: Okay Ka Fairy Ko 


promptu mini-concert 
at a friend’s birthday 
party gratis et amore. 
Dr. Vicki Belo: She 
takes time out to treat 
her staff to a movie or 
a concert. It makes 
them feel that, after 


p 
(The Beginning of a clinic hours, they are 
Legend)”: “Edu Kap Dolly Anne just like barkada. 

Force: OA Ka Pare Ko Carvajal Dingdong Dantes: 
“(he Beginning of a ———-—_ At the height of a con- 


Collision)” starring Edu Man- 
zano, Bong Revilla and Optical 
Media Board members. It will 
shed light on what goes on be- 
fore, after and during their raids 
of pirated discs stalls. 

“Shake Rattle & Rol 
‘Shake, Rattle & Craw!” with 
Garlene Aguilar and Dennis 
"Trillo fighting for custody of their 
love child Calix. Special partici- 
pation of Cristine Reyes as the 
reluctant stepmom. 

= “Sakal, Sakali, Saklolo”; 
“Badal, Sa Kalye, Magdalo” will 
be Sen, Antonio Trillanes 
Jaunching movie with an array of 
“trying hard” aging action stars 
as rebel soldiers. 

“Anak ng Kumander”; Star- 
ting Kris Aquino, Josh and baby 
James, In true Kristeta fashion, 
the story will center on her and 
what's hers. 
: “Banal”: A peek into the life of 
Biglo Pascual, if he pursues his 
dream of being a pastor. Lolit So- 
is in a cameo role reciting her 
‘tany of sponsors and mouthing 
her “act of contrition.” 


Acts of kindness 

There are some people who 
pravide shelter from the storm 
With their random acts of kind- 
fiess. The Christmas spirit lives 
dn through them all year round. 
Here are anecdotes about some 
celebs who are living proof of 
that based on what I've seen and 
stories of insiders. 

Cesar Montano: When Buboy 
was invited to perform in Japan, 
he agreed to a smaller talent fee 
so he could bring along Bayani 
Agbayani, still a struggling co- 
median at the time. He told the 

“producer that Bayani deserved 
tie break. 


troversy, he called up an embat- 
tled colleague even if they were 
not that close. He just wanted to 
express his support. 

Philip Salvador: He offered to 
be the peacemaker between two 
warring celebrities. 

Dina Bonnevie: She had no 
qualms about surprising a couple 
on their anniversary. The gir! re- 
quested Dina to pop up at a resto 
while they were having dinner 
because her BF had a big crush 
on her. Not only did she show up, 
Dina even surprised the couple 
by picking up the tab. 


‘Enteng’ series 

For three years in a row, Oc- 
toArts Films and M-Zet TV Pro- 
ductions consistently scored at 
the tills in the MMFF via their 
“Enteng Kabisote” series. 

It is being touted that, this 
year, “Enteng Kabisote 4: Okay 
Ka Fairy Ko (The Beginning of A 
Legend)” will surpass the record 
set by its predecessors. It will 
trace Faye's (Kristine Hermosa) 
origin as a fairy before she fell for 
Enteng (Vic Sotto), a mortal. 

Tintin and Bossing’s chemistry 
on-screen is undeniable. Will this 
translate to a smooth father- 


daughter-in-law relationship, if 


Tintin’s blooming romance with 
Oyo Sotto gets serious? 


Christmas show 

Catch Jed Madela in “Christ- 
mas with the Voice” at the Teatri- 
no Greenhills on Dec. 20 with 
special guest Gayle Blanco. For 
tickets, call (0917) 899-3154. 
Time for some ChristMUSH via 
Jed’s classic renditions. 


E-mail _wateringholeshangri- 
la@yahoo.com. 


Stars volunteer for 


PHILIPPINE Banyascuer 


ENTERT TAR N MENT 


THE ACTOR'S sister, actress and ABS-CBN 
executive Beverly Vergel, says Ace's son Ali is 
devastated. 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
Photos by Niño Jesus Orbeta 


ACTOR ACE VERGEL, WHO DIED FOLLOW- 
ing a cardiac arrest on Saturday morning, 
had needed a heart transplant, his sister Bev- 
erly told Ingumer Entertainment. 

But nobody knew except the actor's son 
Ali, said Beverly, who is also an actress and 
an ABS-CBN executive. 

“I guess he didn’t want us to worry.” Bev- 
erly said in an interview at her brother's 
‘wake on Sunday night. “We just knew that 
was confined in the hospital a few times.” 

Ace's remains lie at the Superior Chapel of 
La Funeraria Paz on Araneta Avenue in Que- 
zon City, Cremation is scheduled on Friday at 
2p.m. 

‘Ali arrived on Sunday from the United 
States, where he lives. Beverly said the ac- 
tor’s son was “still in shock.” é 

“When Ali saw his dad's coffin for the first 
time, he became so weak in the knees that 
we had to help him to a chair,” recalled Bev- 
rly, who herself sounded distraught during 
the interview. 


Last birthday 
Younger brother Mike said he noticed that 
the actor's health had deteriorated only on 
Nov. 20, during Ace’s birthday celebration. 
Mike recalled, “He had in his hands some 
10 tablets that he said he had to take all at 
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MOVIE director Willy Milan, right, here with Ace's younger brother Mike, says the actor 
‘came to his aid when he had big financial problems. 


Ace Vergel kept ailment a secret 


the same time. I also noticed that he had lost 
alot of weight.” 

At the same gathering, Mike had told the 
actor about movie director Willy Milan's plan 
to include him in the cast of a new film, “He 
said yes immediately” Mike recalled, 


Acting award 

Milan gave Ace his first Best Actor Award 
from the Manunuri ng Pelikulang Pilipino. It 
was for the lead role in “Anak ng Cabron,” in 
1988. 

‘The director said Ace was like a brother to 
him. “He helped me, like he helped a lot of 
people. There was a time when Iwas so 
down, financially, that I couldn't even pay for 
my daughter's tuition, He offered to pay for 
it,” Milan recounted. 

Fight instructor Rudy Ramirez, who 
worked with Ace in “Carta Alas” and six oth- 
er action movies, said he, too, had experi- 
enced the actor's generosity. For one, he said, 
‘Ace had given him a brand new cell phone. 

Ramirez added, “He also made sure that 
the production teams in all his movies were 
never hungry. He always brought food to the 
set. And I just recently found out that, every- 
day for several years, Ace's house help had 
cooked 10 kilos of rice to feed street kids 
who knocked on his door” 

Dodong Albano, a member of the Philip- 
pine Stuntman Association, has been a fan of 
Ace's since they worked together on on the 


By the INQUIRER and INQUIRER.NET 
Entertainment Staff 


NEW YORK—ADRIAN GRENIER, 
‘who is usually busy either being a 
celebrity or playing one on TV, took a 
break to volunteer at a soup kitchen. 

The native New Yorker returned 
home Friday with his mother and uncle 
to volunteer at Neighbors Together 
Soup Kitchen in Brooklyn. 

“It’s so important to give back... and I 
wanted to do my part by helping people 
here in Brooklyn,” the actor said in a 
statement, “I isn't right that millions of 
families suffer from hunger and worry 
about getting their next meal. We ail 
need to help in whatever way we can.” 

Grenier, who plays Vince Chase on 
the HBO hit series “Entourage,” was tak- 
ing partin an effort by America’s Second 
‘Harvest and Netflix Inc. to draw atten- 
tion to food bank shortages. 


‘Leader of the Band’ 
NEW YORK—Dan Fogelberg, the 
singer-songwriter whose hits “Leader of 
the Band” and “Longer” helped define 
BRITNEY 
‘SPEARS at 
the MTV 
Video 
Awards in 
Vegas is 
the subject 
ofthis 
entry in 
Reuters 
News 
Pictures 
"Service's 
E. Pictures of 
the Year. 


the softrock era, died Sunday at his 
home in Maine after battling prostate 
cancer. He was 56. 

His death was announced in a state- 
ment released by his family through the 
firm Scoop Marketing, which was also 
posted on the singer’s website. AP 


Melons to tangerines 

LOS ANGELES—British actress Helena 
Bonham Carter has given birth to a 
daughter, her second child with director 
Tim Burton, People magazine reported 
on Sunday. 

Bonham Carter, 41, received a Gold- 
en Globe nomination last week for her 
role as a ghoulish baker in Burton's mu- 
sical adaptation of “Sweeney Todd.” 
Burton, 49, was also nominated. 

She revealed in the latest issue of 
Playboy that she became pregnant mid- 
way during the production, causing 
continuity problems since the film was 
not shot in sequence. “I start off with 
huge breasts, and then I walk upstairs 
and suddenly I've got tangerines again,” 
she said. “It’s melons to tangerines.” 

Reuters 


Makeover for Pope 
ROME—Franco Zeffirelli would like to 
make over what he called Pope Benedict 
XVI's “cold” image and his “showy” 
clothes, an Italian newspaper reported 
Saturday, saying the film, stage and 
‘opera director offered his services in an 
interview. 

“Tf they give me a role [as image con- 
sultant], I would dedicate myself to it 


full time,” Zeffirelli was quoted by Turin <= 


daily La Stampa as saying. 


Top of the talk shows 

For those who missed last weekend's 
show biz gabfests on TV (And why we 
are moved, if we are moved.) 

Manny Pacquiao commenting on 
reports that wife Jinkee angrily texted 
his “Anak ng Kumander” co-star Valerie 
Concepcion ‘ebout their controversial 
‘Kissing scene: 

“Hindi ako maniwala na galing sa 
asawa ko Yun. Hindi nakikialam yun eh. 
Medyo nasaktan din siya sa mga balita 
pero alam mo naman, ito movie lang. 
Trabaho lang. Wala namang namagitan 
sa amin.” (You can stop this if you really 
‘want, Pacman.) 

Jackie Rice on persistent rumors 
she is pregnant with Biboy Ramirez's 
child: 


“Marami mang naninira sa akin, sabi 
ng mommy at daddy ko, maging thank- 
ful na lang daw ako dahil pinag-uusapan 
pa ako.” (They said that?) 

© Jennylyn Mercado on her team-up 
with real-life boyfriend Patrick Garcia 
for the upcoming drama series "Maging 
‘Akin Ka Lamang”: 

“Natatakot ako kasi di ba sabi ko nga 


gusto kong maging private yung rela- 
tionship namin.” (You can say no, actu- 
ally) 

© Yasmien Kurdf on rumors she is not 

happy about her billing in the movie, 
“Bahay Kubo”: 
“Okey lang. Child star naman si 
Shaina. Si Marian naman mas matanda 
sa akin, mga ganoon. Kaya walang prob- 
lema sa akin.” (Mmm, parang meron.) 

‘© Ruffa Gutierrez on having lawyers 
speak for her and estranged husband 
‘Yilmaz Bektas: 

“Kapag naguusap kami minsan, 
masyado kaming nagiging emotional 
kaya complicated ang relationship 
namin ngayon. Minsan, sweet kami 
There are times civil kami. There are 
times nagsisigawan kami. Kasi nandyan 
pa yung mga emotions namin eh. So it’s 
better to have the lawyers talk para they 
can speak in a responsible way and a 
mature way na walang kahalong emo- 


set of “Pieta.” Said Albano, “He cared about 
the little people, He treated us like his 
equals, Every year, during Christmas, he 
gave us cash gifts and bags of groceries.” 

Talent manager and film producer Don- 
don Monteverde, who handled the actor's 
show biz career in the early '90s, remembers 
‘Ace as “one of local film industry's most tal- 
ented actors.” Monteverde met Ace when 
the former was commissioned to make three 
films for Regal Entertainment—'Sige 
Subukan Mo” opposite Maricel Soriano, 
“Seth Corteza” with Joanne Quintas and 
“Edgardo Martial: Jacob" with Ara Mina. 

Veteran stuntman Danny Real, who first 
‘worked with Ace in "Alabastro Brothers,” be- 
lieves that the entertainment industry has 
suffered a great loss with Ace's passing, ‘Just 
like FPJ (Fernando Poe Jr) many depended 
on Ace,” he explained. “He had a kind heart. 
He helped us find jobs even though he him- 
selfhad stopped making movies.” 


Justa softie 

Milan added: “Ace might have been called 
“The Original Bad Boy of Philippine Movies, 
Dut in real life he was actually a softie.” 

Vergel was a popular actor in the 1980s. 
He appeared in films like “Kamusta Ka Hu- 
das?” with Rudy Fernandez, “Huwag Kang 
Papatay” opposite Rio Locsin, “Basag ang Pu- 
la” with Snooky Serna and “Sabi Mo Mahal 
Mo Ako Wala Nang Bawian” with Soriano. 


‘ACE was 
known as the 
“bad boy” of 
Philippine 
cinemain the 
1980s for 
always 
portraying 
toughie roles. 
These movie 
posters are 
displayed at his 
wake. 


Alessandra de Rossi on a supposed 
rift with Rhian Ramos: 

“Kahit sino'ng magmaldita sa akin ... 
never niyo ako nakitang magsalita kasi 
parang ... kahit anong sabihin ko, 
parang ako lagi ang mali dahil maitim 
ako. Pag mestiza ka, sweet ka eh. Kahit 
anong gawin mo, mabait ka.” (Ha?) 

e Aiko Melendez on making peace 
with estranged husband Martin Jickain: 

“In all faimess to Martin, nag-greet 
siya sa akin today. Siguro kaya sobra ang 
aura ko today, Im at peace. Kasi for such 
a long time ... pag nag-te-text siya sa 
akin, medyo masasakit yung mga ano 
and Yung sagot ko rin sa kanya, masakit. 
Siguro today... nagpatawaran tayo. Kung 
hindi man tayo maging maayos as mag- 
asawa, [we can] be the best parents for 
Marthena, and atleast be friends.” (Bati 
nasila, kitam?) 


(Thanks to Startalkand The Buss) | 


The University of the Philippines 


on its 100% Year 


The Vision for UP: 
Excellence, Service 
and Leadership in the 
Next 100 Years 


‘he celebration’s theme captures the University’s 
vision for the future: Excellence is expressed 
as the discovery and development of new areas of 
| knowledge; Service means going beyond conducting 
eae research to include designing effective action plans; 

and Leadership demands programs that will help 

transform the nation into an economic powerhouse. 


this will guide the University’s rationalization 

of program offerings, efforts to strengthen its 
position as a leading research university, firming up 
its science and technology programs, and developing 
acommunity of scholars with credentials comparable 
to those in the world’s best universities. 


JANUARY 8 


GRAND LAUNCH ALL SET 


UP’s Centennial Year will be off to an 
energetic start as UP Diliman and the UP 
Alumni Association line up a full day of 
celebrations at the Diliman campus. Tau 
Alpha fraternity will sponsor a fun run in 
the morning, and at 2 p.m., a parade will 
wind its way around the campus, to Quezon 
Memorial Circle and back. Decorated Ikot 
jeeps, the UP Marching Band, the UP Pep 
Squad, varsity teams and the UP dance 
troupes will lead college and student org 
contingents in street dancing. Motorcades 
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Centennial Commission 
Takes the Lead 


By virtue of Executive Order No. 537, the UP Centennial Commission was formed 
to spearhead the task of raising P5 billion to build up the University Endowment 
Fund. This will fund faculty development programs, expansion of student services, 
modernization of campus facilities, and improvement of libraries and laboratories. 


Tt is composed of distinguished and committed alumni from the UP community, 
government, private sector and from abroad. 


Vice Chairman 
Dr. Magdaleno 
B. Albarracin 


Chairman 
Senator 
Edgardo Angara 


‘ 


Exec. Director: __ Int'l Spokesperson 
Prof. Benjamin Prof. Elena C. 
C. Sandoval Pernia 


yo 


From the Board of Regents 


President 
Emerlinda C. Roman 


Regent 


Regent 
Nelia Gonzales Abraham Sarmiento 


Regent 
Edmundo Varona (t) 


Regent 
Gari Tiongco 
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will start in the other UP campuses and 
converge in Diliman. 

At 6 p.m., the UP Carillion bells will ring 
again for the first time since 1988. Then at 
7 p.m., the UP Madrigal Singers and the 
UP Concert Chorus will perform free at the 
Amphitheater behind Quezon Hall. There 
will be food and drink booths, and special 
Centennial memorabilia will also be on 
sale. 

A big fireworks display sponsored by 
Beta Epsilon fraternity will cap the evening. 


Fundraising Goes 
Into Overdrive: 
TARGET P5 BILLION 


Upgrading of classrooms, laboratories and 
infrastructure. Faculty development, professorial 
chairs, fellowships, research and creative grants. It 
will take a lot to secure UP’s place as the premier 
learning institution in the country. And the UP 
Centennial Commission has set an ambitious target 
of P5 Billion over 5 years. President Roman and her 
team have begun to tap alumni associations from all 
over the world. They’re confident that the coming 
year’s celebration will stimulate the funding that the 
University badly needs. 


From Government 


NEDA Secretary Romulo Neri 
Nestor Espenilla, Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas Deputy Governor 


From the Private Sector 


Dr. Gregorio Alvior 
Ms. Robina Gokongwei-Pe 
Atty. Gizela Gonzalez 
Atty. Eduardo Hernandez 
Mr. Menardo Jimenez 
Mr. Jose “Pitoy” Moreno 
Dr. Angelita T. Reyes 


From Abroad 


Mr. Theodore B. M. Aquino - California 
Dr. Diosdado Banatao - California 
Dr. Carmencita C. Quesada-Fulgado - New York 
Dr. Bienvenido Jongco - New Jersey 
Dr. Roberto Mariano - Singapore 


President Roman Kicks Off Centennial Year Celebratio 


On June 18, 2007, University of the 
Philippines President Emerlinda Roman went to 
UP Manila to commemorate the start of the UP 
Centennial Year. Being the original site of the 
university, UP Manila was the perfect place to 


launch what promises to be a landmark year for 
the country’s premier university. 

The Centennial Year program will be a 
showcase of UP's past, present and future and 
is meant to demonstrate the importance of the 


academic institution not just to its present and 
former students, teachers and staff, but also to the 
restof the country. According to President Roman, 
the university's role in national development will 
be at the heart of the celebration. 
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President Roman Kicks Off Centennial Year Celebration 


On June 18, 2007, University of the 
Philippines President Emerlinda Roman went to 
UP Manila to commemorate the start of the UP 
Centennial Year. Being the original site of the 
university, UP Manila was the perfect place to 


launch what promises to be a landmark year for 
the country's premier university. 

The Centennial Year program will be a 
showcase of UP's past, present and future and 
is meant to demonstrate the importance of the 


academic institution not just to its present and 
former students, teachers and staff, but also to the 
rest of the country. According to President Roman, 
the university's role in national development will 
be at the heart of the celebration. 


PRIDE in the past. 


30 out of 31 National Scientists, 
36 out of 57 National Artists, 

7 out of 14 presidents, 

12 Chief Justices 

of the Supreme Court, 

15,000 doctors, 8,000 lawyers, 
23,000 teachers. 


The lives and work of over 247,000 alumni are woven 
into the fabric of our country. 


As we celebrate our 100th year as a national univer- 
sity, we celebrate the minds and hearts that have 
walked through our halls, and tell the stories that 
make our school ‘UP Naming Mahal’ 


12 campuses Bite over the country 
258 undergraduate programs 
438 graduate programs > -. 

tudents from almost all 16 reg ions 


ional eee exams 
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‘ Today, UP isa melt 
regions, cultures, 
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Uwe 
world-class 


“Sis : 
in fields ien mce, biotechnology, 


pervasive comį icine, food .« 


technology and e 
now in place. 


In the coming years, expect to see more PhD 
holders in the faculty, greater specialization in 
each campus, increased research, and better use 
of knowledge in real-world applications. 


The University of the Philippines will never be 
content to just sit on its laurels. As we celebrate 
our Centennial, we're already hard at work on the 
next 100 years. 
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RETAKE OF PRECEDING FRAME 


CENTENNIAL UP Centennial Fellows Named 


ACTIVITIES 


President Emerlinda Roman and a search committee recently named 12 UP Centennial Fellows, chosen 
for their deep commitment to scholarship, achievements in their fields, their fidelity to the values of the 
University, and their contributions to the growth of UP as a community of scholars. The eleven Fellows will 


be delivering “Self-Reflection Lectures: The View from the Inside" over the course of the Centennial year. 


GO INTO 
FULL SWING 


The honorees are: Dr. Gemino Abad, Arts and Letters; Dr. Jose V. Abueva, Political Science; Prof. Randolt 
David, Sociology: Prof. Emmanuel S. de Dios. Economics; Dr. Maria Serena 1. Diokno, History; Dr. Ernesto 
Domingo, Medicine; Dr. Cecilia Florencio, Food Science and Nutrition; Dr. Jose Magpantay., Physics: 
Dr. Wilfredo David, Engineering and Agro-Industrial Technology; Dr. Edgardo D. Gomez, Marine Science; 


Dr. Francisco Nemenzo, former UP President; and Dr. Ramon Santos, Music. 


Gawad Likhaan Launched Digital Festival and Filmmaking 
Competition to Dramatize the 


UP Experience 


Centennial Songwriting 
Competition is On 


The UP Institute of Creative Writing recently launched the UP 
Centennial Gawad Likhaan, a fiterary contest open to all Filipino 
citizens. Six awards, each one worth P200,000 are being offered for 
original, book-length works in the following categories: novel or short 
story collection in English; novel or short story collection in Filipino; 
poetry collection in English; poetry collection in Filipino; a full-length 
work or collection of creative non-fiction in English; and a full length 
work or collection of sanaysay in Filipino. 


Undergraduate and graduate students of the 
UP System are invited to enter their original 
‘compositions on the theme “Looking Back to 
Look Forward: 100 Years of Excellence”, Songs 
can be in English, Filipino or Taglish. Deadline 
for entries is on April 14, 2008, Finalist songs 
will be performed at the Centennial Concert on 
June 17. For more information. please contact 
the College of Music in UP Diliman or visit 
htip2//eentennial.edu.up.ph. 


In a nod to the 21st century, the UP 
College of Mass Communication kicked 
off'a short film competition focused on 
the unique experience of being part of 
UP's 100 years, This contest is open 
to all undergraduate students of the UP 
system, and will accept entries in the following genres: documentary, 
narrative, experimental or animation. Deadline for entries is on April 
25, 2008. For more information on how to join, visit happ://centennial. 


‘This competition celebrates UP's role in national literature. To date, 
ts for Literature are from UP. Deadline for entries 
1008, For full details on how to join, visit damp:// 


six National Arti 
is on March 31, 


atta nas 


UP DILIMAN 
Alumni Oval Walk Project for the 
Centennial Faculty Development 
Fund 


centennial.up. 


Other UP Manila events: June: 
Inauguration of the UP Manila 
Centennial Oblation Plaza; June 18: 
Grand Centennial Celebration; June 20: 
Inauguration of the UP Manila Fitness 


edu.ph/gawadlikhaan, 


up.eduph. 


Sayasay Pagtatanghal Episodes; Search and 
Marking of UPLB Heritage Trees; October: 
Centennial Barn Dance, 90th Loyalty Day 
and Alumni Homecoming, Campus-wide 
Lecture Series'and Book Exhibits, Unveiling 
of Historical Academic Portals, Fund 


Ever wanted to carve your name Tai UPMAA Alumni Homecoming: Raising Launches for Museum of Natural i 
onto a well-loved piece of UP property? “Une 28: Inauguration of various History, Culture and Arts, the Science and 
Now you can, with permission from the E TE E A 
August: Centennial Lecture Series; Makiling Ecotourism Village. 


| 

Í school too! You would also be funding 
faculty development in the process. For 
a P25,000 donation, UP Diliman will offer 

| tiles inscribed with an alumnus’ name 

| and college to be set around the oval 
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uP DILIMAN 


August 29: UP Manila Cultural Show; 
September: International Conference 
on Health Professions Education 


UP BAGUIO 
The UP Baguio Alumni-Student 
Center 


UP OPEN UNIVERSITY’S 
Unique Offerings 


of the few 
distance learning 


level, they can sit at the gazebos, enjoy 
the view and appreciate the medically 
important indigenous plants and the 
essences of the ethnobotanicals that will 
be planted all throughout the slope of 
the Regents’ Hill. And when they reach 


5 OVAL PROJECT The Northern Luzon unit is institutions in the the top, they can enjoy a wider view of 
ke: pao re amean TH, undertaking the construction of the country, UP's the landscape and the Guimaras Strait 
k UO OANE UP Baguio Alumni-Student Center, Open University from a viewing deck. 
EVELDPMENT FUND Which is envisioned as a place where has lined up 
some unusual Other UP Visayas events: July 1-5: 
projects. There Tacloban Grand Anniversary Celebration 


Diliman Month; April 27: Centennial 
Commencement Exercises; June: Grand 
Homecoming; July: hosting of the UAAP 
Season 71; December: Centennial 
Lantern Parade. 


UP MANILA 


UP Manila's Centennial celebration 
will be centered around the campus’ 
role as the cradle of the early founding 
years of the University and of UP 
Manila as a health science center. 

The campus’ showcase project will 
be the UP Manila Museum and Archives, 
an interactive museum highlighting 


LEFT PERSPECTIVE z 


Visit: www.up.edu.ph or www.htt 


alumni can come together for reunions, 


alumni-association meetings and 
forums, community events, or simply 
to meet and talk over a cup of coffee. 


May 3: Centennial Summer Extension 
Program and Arts Festival; April 2-4: 
2008 Science Summit; 


UP LOS BANOS 
Science and Technology Park 


UPLB has set aside 155 hectares of 
land for development into a Science and 
Technology Park that will maximize the Uni- 
versity’s strengths in the areas of Environ- 
ment, Agriculture and Biotechnology. The 
park will help promote agri-based technolo- 
gies, biotechnology and information technol- 
ogy. It will house UPLB's major research 
centers 


“symbiotic relationship between UPLB's 
‘academic centers and private corporations, 


“UPLB is currently seeking accreditation as a°* 


Special Economic Zone for the $ & Parks.” 
vt Rg 


is the. UP Open 
University TV 
musical special 
in October 2008, 
using UPOU 
students, faculty, 
staff and friends in 
the entertainment 
industry. There are book projects and 
Distance Learning Package projects, 
as well as various fund drives to raise 
needed supportfor Faculty Development, 
a scholarship fund, and modernization 
of equipment and facilities. 


Other UPOU events: February: Forum, 
Exhibition and Competition "The Virtual 
and Visual Conversations’; February- 
April: 100 Days of Global Voices Online; 
May: Unfurling of "Pagtagni-tagni ng 
mga Alaala" sewn tapestry; November: 
Launch of the Centennial Wall 


UP VISAYAS 
Unique Tri-campus Celebration 


In a nod to being located on three 
campuses in Cebu, lloilo and Tacloban, 
UP Visayas’ Centennial celebrations will 
be timed to match the annual celebration 


A multi-purpose five-level. garden zo 


gihe*hill behind the UPV- Administration 


Building: in: Miagao, lloilo: "i will be an 


‘attraction. thatwill’both protect the slope 
= x jas.well 
Other UP LB'évents: February: Alternative”; 
eco Energy”. Showcase; 1=.duné=November: 


Smee eGR ht a at 


is serve as a tourist attraction in 


the campus. As the visitors reach each 


and Alumni Homecoming; July 12-19: 
Cebu Grand Anniversary Celebration 
and Alumni Homecoming; July 21-26: 
lloilo Grand Anniversary Celebrations 
and University Tour; To be scheduled: 
Leyte Samar Performing Arts Festival; 
Zarzuela and Retro Concert in Iloilo 


UP MINDANAO 
Completes Facelift with a Home 
for the Oblation 


In 1998, UP Mindanao got its very own 
oblation statue. And in this Centennial 


place that will also help instill a sense 
of pride in the community, the Oblation 
Plaza will feature walkways, plant 
boxes, and grassy areas. 


GN 


the health sciences, medicine and 2°5,.,"° of the Sinulog, Dinagyang and Pintados 
the campus heritage. - It is envisioned = ed to en- festivals in those three cities, And in $ 
to become a tourist and educational sure the September, a Tri-campus Centennial i 
destination in Manila. Universi- Sportsfest will also be held. f 

ty’s con- 

; : ra FETRET a Narr 
4 sued Regents’ Hill To Rise In Miag-Ao re Sketeh ofthe 2 plaza 
ship in Campus < Other UP Mindanao events: February: 
S&T. sa AA 13th ` UP Mindando Anniversary 
Another major UP Visayas’ " Celebration: * July 9-12: International 
The S & T Park is expected to nurture a Centennial project is Regents’ Hil. .eonference on Supply Chain 


Management; August 2006-December 
2008: Centennial Lecture Series 


/centennial.up.edu.ph for Centennial news and information. * 5 


UPOU has also lined up unique s a 
Other UP Baguio events: February promotional items to be sold to help Yea" the campus, along with the UP specs 
7-9: Cordier Studies Intemational fundraising efforts, including paghahabi Alumni Association Davao chapter, BE 
Other UP Diliman events: January: Conference; Opening of the Cordillera/ cloth, and miniatures versions of the Paang na to B it aoa 
Donors’ reception; February: UP Northern Luzon Archive; April 21 to oblation. she iger peg ede bad ge oot 35 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES: 


1908 

The University of the Philippines is 
established by the First Philippine 
Legislature in Manila. 

1911 

UP has seven academic units by this 
year: Agriculture, Engineering, Law, 
Liberal Arts, Medicine and Surgery, 
Veterinary Medicine, and Fine Arts. 
1915 

UP is led by its first Filipino President, 
Judge Ignacio Villamor. 

1934 

The First Lantern Parade is held. 
1935 


Guillermo Tolentino, later named Na- 


1972 

The University of the Philippines 
System is established. UP Los Baños is 
declared the first autonomous unit. 
1977 

The UP Health Sciences Unit later 
renamed UP Manila, becomes the 
second autonomous unit. 

1979 

UP Visayas is established. 

1983 

UP Diliman is declared the fourth 
autonomous unit. < 
1995 

UP Open University and UP Mindanao 
are established as the fifth and sixth 


autonomous units. 


1999 


tional Artist, completes the Oblation. 
1941 

President Manuel Quezon orders UP 
to close because of the war. Despite 
the order and the presence of Japa- 
nese troops, three schools and four 
colleges continue to hold classes. 
1948-49 

UP transfers to the 493-hectare Dili- 
man campus. 

1959 

UP begins teaching general education 
courses in humanities, social sciences 
and natural sciences. 

1970-1972 

There is an upsurge of student activ- 
ism, as part of the First Quarter Storm. 
Students form barricades around the 
campus as the Diliman Commune is 
set up. 


2005 


2007 


Rise of the 
National Science Complex 


In a major move designed to bolster the country’s 
scientific and technological capabilities, Philippine 
President Gloria Macapacal-Arroyo ordered the 
establishment of a National Science Complex and 
Technology Incubation Park inside UP Diliman. To 
be housed in a 21.9 hectare portion of the campus, the 
Complex has P500 million in funding earmarked by the 
Department of Budget and Management. 

The complex is envisioned to become the national 
hub for the generation and application of new scientific 
knowledge in the natural and applied sciences and 
mathematics. 


Marine Scientists Embark on 
Project to Save World’s Reefs 


Together with universities from Australia, Mexico 
and Tanzania, the UP Marine Science Institute was 
designated a Center of Excellence by the Coral Reef 
Targeted Research and Capacity Building Project (CRTR 
& CBM), which is a high-priority global initiative that 
aims to find solutions for the world’s rapidly deteriorating 
coral reefs. Their goal is to find new knowledge, tools 
and techniques that will help communities and local 
governments manage their coral reefs. 


The Registration System is comput- 
erized, rendering obsolete UP’s old 
nickname “University of Pila? t 


UP Baguio is established as the sev- 
enth university of the UP System. 


UP kicks off its Centennial Countdown 
as the Philippine General Hospital 
celebrates its 100th year. 


UP graduates consistently top board exams, particularly Law and Dentistry. 
According to the Professional Regulatory Commission, the top three universities 


The CRTR& CBM 
Projectis funded by the World 
Bank and the Australian 
government, and involves 
4 at Icast eighty of the world’s 
leading marine experts from 
over fifty institutions 


2 Innovations from National 
Institute of Physics Awarded 
International Patents 


A titanium nitride (TIN) coating for industrial tools 
and a technique for visualizing and mapping materials 
in integrated circuits invented by professors from the 
National Institute of Physics were recently recognized 
by the Taiwan and US Patent Offices respectively. 


The TiN coating is an innovation that will improve , 


the performance and quality of tools used in industrial 
processes. It was developed by Dr. Henry J. Ramos at 
the Plasma Physics Laboratory of the NIP. 

On the other hand, the technique developed by 
Cesar Saloma, Vincent Ricardo Daria and Jelda Jayne 
Miranda (who is currently working with Intel), uses 


Shicet Ph 


optical beams to detect defects in integrated circuits, which 
arc essential in high-value industries like LT., 
telecommunications and digital appliance production. 
This breakthrough technique has the potential to save 
manufacturers millions of dollars in manufacturing 
defects. 


with the highest average scores in the board exams for all courses, are UP units. 


The UP Madrigal Singers win top honors in many international choral 
competitions, including the Grand Prix in Tours, France. 


‘The UP Singing Ambassadors won awards in four prestigious chorale 


competitions in Europe. 


Of the seven Ten Outstanding Young Men awarded in 2005, four are from UP, 
and another one is a multi-awarded researcher of the University. 


‘Three UP alumni were recently selected as National Artists: Benedicto Cabrera 
for Visual Arts, Ramon Obusan for Dance, and Abdulmari Asia Imao for Sculpture. 


Edible Vaccines Available In 
3 To 5 Years 


Plant molecular biologists and immunologists from 
UP Manila and UP Los Baños are collaborating on the 
preparation of vaccine cuisines. They believe that edible 
vaccines, which would be cheaperand easier to administer, 
especially in developing countries like the Philippines, 
could be ready in as little as 3 years. Dr. Nina Gloriani 
Barzaga, a professor of medical microbiology and 
microbial immunology at UPM, says that they are testing 
vaccines which would elicit mucosal as well as systemic 
immunity, which would help contro! transmission at the 
level where-the pathogen enters tlie host. 


UP Techies Connect Batanes 
Schools to the Net 


In a pioneering project in rural connectivity, 
four professors from the Electrical and Electronics 
Engineering Department of the College of Engineering in 
UP Diliman installed wireless internet connections in the 
country’s northernmost province. The team, composed 
of Professors Manuel Ramos Jr., PhD., Roel Ocampo 
PhD., Meinard Aclan, and 
Romarie Lorenzo, trekked 
and climbed all over the 
province to set up relay 
points. The team worked 
with the Department of 
Education and the Gearing 
Up for Internet Literacy in 
Schools (GILAS) project. 
Its goal was to verify the 
validity of the technology, 
in order to pave the way 
for succeeding rural 
connectivity efforts that 
would bridge the digital 
divide. 


- Auraeus Solito's “Ang Pagdadalaga ni Maximo Oliveros” won the Golden Zenith 


award at the Montreal Film Festival, Jeffrey Jeturian's “Kubrador 
prize at the 28th Moscow International Film Festival, Raya Martin's 


* the Fipresci 
“Maikling 


Pelicula ng Ysang Indio Nacional" won the Premio Lino Miciche and Premio 
Musicfeel at the Pesaro Film Festival. 
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